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SLAWKENBERG] 

Fa B E L L A.* 

y^ESPERji qu&dam frigiduldy pojieriori 
^ parte men/Is Augujiiy peregrinuSy mulofw 
colore infidenSy manticd a tergo, paucis inditp 
binis calceiSf hraccifque fericis coccineis replt 
Argentoratum ingrejfui ejli 

Militi cum percontantif quum partus intran 
^d'lxity fe apud Naforutn promontorium fuijje^ Fra\ 
cofurtum proficifciy et Argentoratum^ tranfttu i 
pnes Sarmatiae menfts intervalloy reverfurum* 

. ^iles peregrini in faciem fufpexit Di bon 

nova forma na/i I 

At multum mihi profuity tnquit peregrinu 
carpum amenta extrahans^ e quo pependit ac 
naces : Loculo manum inferuit ; £5* magnd cu 
urbanitatej pilei parte anterioretaBd manuftnijtn 
lit extendit dextram^ * militi fiorinum dedit 
procejjlt* 

Dolet mihiy ait mileSy tympaniftam nanum < 
valgum alloquenty virum adeo urbanum vaginui 
perdidije ; itinerari baud poterit nudd acinac 

* As Hafen Slawkenbergius de Nafis is ea 
tremely fcarce, it may not' be unacceptable to tl 
learned reader to fee the fpecimen of a few pag< 
of his original ; I will make no refleflfcn upon i 
but that his ftory-telllng Latin is much more cof 
cife than his philofophic — and, I think, has moi 
of Latinity in it. 

neqt 



SLAWKENBERGIUS'S 

Tale. 

iT was one cool refrefhmg evening, at the 
clofe of a very fultry day, in the latter cni 
, the month of Auguft, when a ftranger, 
mounted upon a dark mule, with a fmall cloaJv- 
bag behind him, containing a few (hirts, a pair 
of fhoes, and a crimfon-fattin pair of breeches^ 
entered the town of Strafburg. 
; He told the ccntinel, who qneftioncd him as 
he entered the gates, that he had been at the 
; promontory of Noses — was going on to JFrank- 
' fort — and fhould be back again at Strafburg that 
: day month, in his way to the borders of Cfim- 
' Tartary. 

The centinel looked up into the ftranger's face 
—never faw fuch a nofe in his life ! 
' —-I have made a very good venture of it, 
iiuoth the ftranger — fo flipping his wrift out of 
■ 4e lopp of ai black riband, to which a fliort 
iimetar was. hung: He. put -his hand into his 
■focket, and with great courtefy touching the 
forepart of his cap with his left-hand, as he ex- 
tended his right — he put a florin into the centinel's 
' kand, and paflTed on. 

\ It grieves me, faid the centinel, fpeaking to 
I little dwarfifli bandy-legg'd drummer, that 
-fc courteous afoul fliould have loft his Scab- 
lard — he cannot travel without one to his 
tinutar, and will not be able to get a fcabbard 

to fit it in all Strafburg. 1 never had 

cue, replied the ftranger, looking back to the 
'ttadnel, and putting his hand vp to his cap as he 
take ' ■ I carry it, continued.be thus — 

^ ' .A3 holding? 



ntqui vaginam Mo Arg^niorato^ habilem inv 
Nullam unqtmm babui refpondit 

frinus re piciitis — feque comiter inclinans 
QC more gejloy nudam aanaftm elevansy mulo 
ptojgrcdiente, ut nafum tueri poffum. 

NoH immeritOf beriigne peregriney rej^ 
miles. 

Nihili aejiimoy ait tile tymanifiay e perga 
faBitiui £/?. 

Prou: chrifiianus fumy hquit miles y na/u, 
Hifextics major fit y meo effet conformist 

Crepitart audiviy ait tympanifia* 

Meberaile I fanguitiem emiftt^ refpondit 

Miferet mey inquit tympaniflay qui nom 
tftigimus* 

JSodem ten^ris pun^Oy quo haec res argx 
tata fuk inter militesn et tympaniflamy difce^ 
tur ibidem tt^uine (^ uKorefudy qui tunc a 
runty etperegrim praetereuntey refiiterunt* 

^antus nafiis I aeque longus efty ait tuh 
ac tuha. 

Et ex eodem metalloy ait tuiicen, velut fter 
mento audias^ 

Tantum abefly refpondit illoy quod fiflulafh 
eedine vlncit. 

JEneus efly ait tubicen, 

Nequaquamy refpondit uxor. 

Rurfum affirmoy ait tubicen y quod aeneus 

Rem penitus explorabo \ priuSy. enim digii 
gam, ait uxory quam dortnivero. 

Mulus peregriniy gradulento prcgejftis ( 
tiftuffiquoique verbum cwtrovirfwey nan 1 
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folding op his naked icimkar^ bis mule mov- 
ing on flowly all the time, on porp^fe lo defend 

my nofe. 

It is well worth it, gentle ftranger, replied the 
centinel. 

r Tis not worth a (ingle ftiver, laid the 

bandy-legg'd drummer 'tis a nofe of parch- 
ment. 

As I am a true catholic except that 

it is fix times as big 'tis a nofe, faid the cen- 
tinel, like my own. 

— *- 1 heard it crackle, faid the drummer. 

By dunder, laid the centinel, I faw it bleed. 

What a pity, cried the bandy-legg'd.drummer, 
we did not both touch it ! 

At the very time that this difpute was maiiv- 

timing by the centinel and the drummer 

was the fame point debating betwixt a trumpeter 
and a trumpeter's wife, who were juft then 
coming up, and had flopped to fee the llrangcr 
Jfafsby. 

Benedicite ? What a nofe ! 'tis as long, 

laid the trumpeter's wife, as a trumpet. 

And of the fame mettle, faid the trumpeter, as 
you hear by its Iheezing. 

•— Tis as foft as a flate, faid fhe. 

^Tls brafs, faid the trumpeter^ 

> ' Tis a pudding's endi — faid his wife. 

I tell thee again, (aid the tioimpeter, 'tis a 
brazen nofe. 

I'll know the bottpm of it, faid the trumpeter's 
tnfe, for I will touch it with my finger before I 
fleep. 

ITie ftranger*s mule moved od at fo flow a - 
iste, tfeat he heard every word o£ the. difputt, 
A . 4 not 
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inUr mUitem et tpHpantftanty verum etiam 
tuUcimm et uxaftm ejusy audiret. 



Ntquaqum^ alt ilte^ in mult collum fraena 
mittens^ C^ manibus ambahus in peBus pofi 
(mulo Unte progrediente ) nequaquam, ait ilie^ 
Jpiciens^ non necejfe eft ut res ijihaec dilucidatc 
ret. Minime gentium ! tneus nafus nunquam ; 
geturf dtitnfpiritus bos reget art us— ad quid a^ 
dum f ait uxor burggmagijiri. 



Peregrinus iili non refpondit. Votum foci 
tunc temporis JanElo NicolaOj quo faEio in ft 
dextram injerens^ e qud negligenter pependit ac 
ies^' lento grudu procejjit per plateam Argent t 
'Jatam quae ad diverforium templo ex advet 
,4tfciU 



Peregrinus mulo defcendens Jlahulo includi^ 
manticam inferri juJjUt : qud t^ertd et coccinet 
ricis femoralibus extrailis cum argenteo lacl 
Xli^b^rt, his fife induii^ Jlatimque^ acinai 
manuy ad forum deamhulavit. 



; ',:^od uhi peregrinus effet ingreffus, uxore) 
Ucinil obviam euntem afpicit . illico curfumf 

* me 
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cot only betwixt the centinel and the drummer y 
but betwixt the trumpeter and the trumpeter's 
wife. 

No ! faid he, dropping his reins upon his mule'S' 
neck, and laying both his hands upon his breaft, 
the one over the other in a faint«like pofition (his* 
mule going on eafdy all the time) No ! faid he, 
fooking up, — I am not fucha debtor to the- world 

flandered anddifappointed as t have been 

•-" — as to give it that conviftion — no ! faid he, 
my nofe (hall never be touched whilft heaven gives 
me ftrength — Toida-what ?. laid a. burgomafter's 
wife. 

The ftrangertook no notfec of the burgomaf- 
ter*s wife — he was making a vow to faint Nicho- 
las; which done, having uncrofled his arms with 
the fame folemnity with which . he croffed them, 
te took up' the reins of his bridle with* his left 
kand, and putting his right-hand into his bofom, 
with 'His fcimitar hanging loofely to the wrift of it, 
kerodfeonras ilbwly as one foot of the mule could 
follow another, thro' the principal ftreets of 
Stra(burg, till chance, brought him to the 
great ina in . the . market-place over againft the 
church- 

The moment theftranger alighted, he ordered 
his mule to be led into the ftable, and his cloak- 
hag to i)e brought/m ; then opening, and taking 
out of it, his crimfon fattin breeches with a filvcr 

fringed (appendage to them^ wliich I dare 

not tranllate)— he put his breeches, with his 
fringed cod-piece on, and forthwith v/ith his 
fliort fcimitar in his hand, walked but to the grand 
parade. 

The ftranger had jiifl taken three turns upon 
due. parade^ .when he perceived the trumpeter's 
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ntetuem ninafusfuusexffloraretur^ at que addiw 

Jirium regrtjfineji exwt fe vejiibus ; brB 

cos ^coccineas fcricas manticaf impofuit mulumq^ 
iiduciftiffit.. 

Franffurtum pr^ficiffor^ ait tlh^ et Argtntar 
turn fuatuor abhine hibdomadU revertar, 

Bem curafii hoc jumentum (oity mult Jack 
mattu Jemulcens — •— nu^ mantieamqut mtam^ pi 
JiMftntis milk p({lj^bus porimvU^ 



Lcnga wf^J reg^det hrfpes^ nifi plurimt 
tffet negotiu'^£nimverOf'ait peregrinuSf a nafori 
promtmiorio redii^ H najum fptdqfijftmumy, tgreg. 
/iffimurriqui fuem unquam qmfquam fortitus e 
aequtfivi. 



Dum peregrinus han^- miram rathnemf dfJUj 
Tfdditf bojpes, et uxor tjusy oculis inttntisj pet 
grihi nafum contefffplantun — JPer fanRoi^ finti 
que omnes, ait hfpttis uxor, nafis duodecim ma^ 
tnisj in toto Argenterato major efl ! — ejlne ait I 
maritt in aurem in/ufurranSf nenne ejl nafmprt 
grandis ? 

Dolus inejl^ anime mi, ait hojpei nafus 

falfus.— 

Verus efi^ refpondit uxor.^-^ 

Ex abiete jaBus ejij ait illej ierebinthint 
tiet— 

Carbunculus inefiy^ ait uxor. 

MofJuHS., efl naj[u9^ rejj^dit bofpes, 

Kiv 
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wife at the oppofite fide of it— lb tarqing fhort, . 
in pain left his nofe fhould be attempted, he in- 
ftantly went back to his inn**»iiiidreir^d himielf, 
packed up his crimfbn fiittin breeches, &€• In hi)» 
cloakrbag, ,and called for his mule, . 

I am going forwards, faid the ftranger for 
FVankfort-^and Ihall.bo.bacic atSiraA>urg this, 
day month. 

I hope, continued thevftVangcr^ ftroking down 
the face of his .mule with his left hand as* he was 
going to mount it, that you hav« been kind to 

tkis faithful ilave of ^ min&> it has carried mc 

and my cloak-bag, continued hej tapping the 
mule's back, above fix hundred leagues. . 

— -Tis a long journey. Sic, replied the mafter 
of the inn — unlefs a man has great biifinefs, — 
Tut ! tut ! faid the ftranger, I have been at the 
promontory of Nbfes j .and have got me one of 
the goodlieft and jollieft, thank heaven, that evcrv 
fell to a fingle man's lot. -. 

Whilft the.fti^anger was giving this odd ac-- 
count of himfelf, the mafter of thfr inn and his • 
wife kept both their leyes fixed full upon the 
ftranger's nofe — By faint Radagunda faid the 
inn-keeper's wife to hedelf^ there is.moi* of it 
than in any dozen >of th6 largeft nofes put toge- 
ther in all Strafburg ! is it not, faid j(he,'whifper- 
lag her huft>and in ^the ear, is^ it not a noble 
nde?. 
Tis an iriipofture, my dear, faid tht mafter of 

the inn 'Tis a falfe nofe— 

Tis a true nofe, faid his wife.— 
^ris made of Pir tree, faid h6>^— I fincU the* 
tarpentinev — 

There's a pimple on it, faid ihe, 

Tis. a. dead nofe, replied the inn-dkeep'en 
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Fivu4 efi^ /oi/. illmy*^is^^ tpfa viva tangam^ 

V^um fisi fsm^ Nicalao^ ait ptregrinus^ no* 
fum meum infoBum f9re ufque ad — ^odnam tern- 
pus ? illico refpem^ ilia* 

^ Mifttfne tangftur^ inquit ille.fmanibut in pec^ 
tus compofitis) ufque ad illam ioram — ^uam b^ 
ram? ait dla.f^NuUam^ refpondit peregrinus^ 
donee pervenio dd^-^^ttem locum,^ oh/ecro ? ait 

ilia — Peregrinuj nil refpondens muh confcenfi^ 

iifceffL 
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Tis a live nofe, and if I am alive myfelf, faid 
the inn-keeper's wife, I will touch it. 

I have made a vow to faint Nicholas this day, 
faid the ftranger, that my nofe (hall not be touch- 
ed till — Here the ftranger, fufpending his voice, 
looked up— Till when ? faid (he haftily. 

It never (hail be touched, faid he, clafping hi» 
hands and bringmg them clofe to his breaft, till 
that hour. — What hour ? cried the inn-keeper's 
wife.— -Never! — never! f^d the ftrangcr, never 
nil I am got — For heaven fake into what place ? 
faid flie.—- The ftranger rode away without fay- 
ing a word. 

The ftranger had not got half a league on his 
way towards Frankfort, before all the city of 
Straiburg was in an uproar al>out his nofe. 7 he 
Compline-bells were juft ringing to call the Strat- 
burgers to their devotions, and fliut up the du- 
' ties of the day in prayer >— no foul in all Straf- 
burg heard 'em — the city was like a fwarm of 
bee^men, women, and children (the Compline- 
bells tinkling all the time) flying here and there 

• ia at one door, out at another-^this way 

and that way — ^ long ways and crofs *ways-~up 
one ftreet, down another ftreet— in at this ally, 
out at that — did you fee it ? did you fee it ? did 

jou fee it ? P ! did you fee it ? who faw 

it ? who did fee it ? for mercy's fake, who faw 
it? ' 

Alack o'day ! I was at vefpers I — I was wash- 
ing, I was llarching, I was fcouring, I was quilt- 
mg-GoD help me! I never faw it — I never 
touched it ! — would I had been a centinel, a bafi- 
dy-legg'd. drummer, a trumpeter, a trumpeter's 
1^ was the general cry and lamentation in 
carcry flreet and corner of Straiburg. 
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Whilft all this confuficHi and diibrder tii^- 
umphed throughout the great dty of Strafboirg^ . 
wat the courteous ftranger going on as gendy up*- 
on his mole in his way. to Fraoldusty as if he liad ■ 
no cooccra at all in-.theafBur^-^talking all the - 
way he rode in broken fentencea, fometknes to his . 
mule-^ibmetimes to himfeHUnJomfirimes. to his 
Julia.. 

O JuHa^ mj lovely Julia f^nay I cannot ftop * 
to let thee Intethat tfaiftle^that'«ver the fufpeded 
tongue of a mid fhouid have robbed me of enjoy* 
ment vdien J was upon the pdnt of tafting it. 

— Pugb !r— »*tis nothing, but a thiftle-«-nevcr 
mmd it---<hou ihalt have a better fupper at 
night. 

— Baniihedfrom my coiuitry«»-my fnendar^ 
from thee. " 

Poor devil» thou art fadly tirej.withtl^ josr^- 
ney ! come get x>q a little falter— there is nothing 
ia my cloak-bag but two fhirts— a crimfon fattin^ 
pair of breeches, and a fringed— •£ ear Julia I 

«— But why to Frankfort— is it that there is< 
t hand unfelt) whichs fecretly is. condudting 
me through the& meanders and unfuipe6^^" 
trafts ! 

.— Skumblingt by faint Nicholafi 1 erery &cp - 
■ ■ > . w hy at th« rate we fliall be aU n^t ia get- - 
ting in — 

— To happinefs'^or am I, to be the Iport of 
fortune and (lander — deftincd to he driven forth . 
unconvifted — unheard — untouched— -if fb, , why^ 
did I not flay at Straiburg, where juftice — but . 
I had fworn!— .Come,— thou ihalt drlnkr— to .. 
faint Nicholas , ' O. Julia !■■■■» » ! ■■ W bat^ doft -. 

chou.» 
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thou prick up thy cars at ! ———'tis nothing 
but a man, &c. 

The ftranger rode on communing in this mair 

ner with his mule and Julia till he arrived 

at his iim, where, as fbon as he arrived, he 

alighted iaw his muk, as he had promifed it,. 

taken good care of took off his cloak-bag, 

with his crimfbn fattin breeches, &c in it 

called for an omeletto his fupper, went to his bed 
nbout twelve o'clock, aiki in five minutes, tiell faft.. 
tfleep. 

It was about the fame hour when the tumult 

in Stra(burg being abated for that night, 

the Straiburgers had all got quietly into their 

beds but not like the ftranger, for the reft 

cither of their minds or bodies > queen Mab, like 
an elf as (he was, had taken the ftranger's nofe, 
aad without reduflion of its bulk, had that night 
been at. the pains of flitting and dividing it into 
as many nofes of different cuts and fa^ions, as 
there were heads- in Strafburg to hold them. 
The abbefs of QucdBngberg, who, with the. 
four great dignitaries of her chapter, the prio- 
refs, the deanefs, the fub-chantrcfs, and fenior 
canonefs, had that week come to Strafburg to 
confult the univerfity, upon a cafe of confcience. 

relating to thdr placket holes was ill all the 

mght. 

The courteous /branger^s nofc had got perched ' 
upon the top of the pineal gland of her brain, and 
made fuch roufmg work in. the fancies of the 
fioajr great dignitaries of her chapter, they could 
net get a wink of fleep the whole night through. . 

for it there was no keeping a limb flill 

amongft them in. fhort they got. up like fo 

nanyghofU. 

Thft. 
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The penitentiaries of the third order of fidnt 

Francis the nuns of mount Calvary 

the Praemonflratcnies the Chinienfcs* 

the Carthufians, and all the fevcrer orders 
of nuns who lay that night in blankets or hair- 
cloth, were Jdill.in a worie condition than the ab- 
befs of Ouedlinberg— by tumbling and toffing, 
and tofBng and tumbling from one fide of their 

beds to the other the whole night long —the 

fereral fifterhoods had fcratched and mawled. 
themfelves all to death— —they got out of their 
beds almoft dead alive--— ^-every body thought 
faint Anthony had vifited them^for probation with 

his fire they had never once, in fhort, 

fliut their eyes the whole night long from vefpers 
tomatins« 

The nuns ef faint Urfnla a6led the wif^ — ^they 
never attempted to go to bed at all.. 

1 he dean of Straiburg^ the prebendaries, the 
capitulars and domidliars (capitularly affembled 
in the morning to confider the cafe of buttered 
buns) dii wifhed they had followed the nuns of 

laint Urfula*6 example. In the hurry and 

confufion every thing had been in the night, be- 
fore, the bakers had all^iorgot talay their leaven 
there were no buttered buns to be had for brcak- 
faft in all Stralburg— — the whole clofe of the 
cathedral was in one eternal commotion— —fuch 
a caufe of reftleflhefs end difquietude, and fuch a 
zealous inquiry into the caufe of that rcftlefTnefs^ 
had never happened in Strafburg, fince Martin 
Luther, with his doftrines, had turned the city 
up-fide down. 

If 

* Hafen SJawkenhergius means the Benedinine 
nuns of Clunyy foundt^d in the year 940, by Oda^ 
^b^ de Clun^*^ 
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If the llranger's .nofe took this liberty of 

thrufting itfelf thus into the difties * of religious 

orders, isfc, what a carnival did his nole make 

in thofc of the laity ! — 'tis more than my pen, 

worn to the ftump as it is, ^ has power to 

dcfcribe, though I acknowledge, (cries Slaw- 

kcnbergius, with more gaiety of thought than I 

could have expefted from him) that there is many 

a good fimile now fubfifting in the world which 

might ^ve my countrymen fome idea of it ; 

but at the dofe of fuch a folio as this, wrote 

for their fakes, and in which I have fpent the 

greateft part of my life -^ though I own to them 

the fimile is in being, yet would it not be unrea- 

fonable in them to expeft I fliould have either 

time or inclination to fearch for it ? Let it fuf- 

ficc to fay, that the . riot and diforder it occaft- 

oned in the Straiburgers fantafies was fo general 

— fuch an overpowering mafterfliip had it got of 

all the faculties of the Stra/burgers minds — « fo 

fiiany fb-ange things, \dth equal confidence on all 

iides, and with equal eloquence in all places, 

were ipoken and fworn to concerning it, that 

turned the whole ftream of all difcourfe and 

wonder towards it — every foul good and bad 

— rich and poor — learned and unlearned — 

doftor and ftudent — miftrefs and maid 

gentle and fimple nun's flefh and woman's 

Hefh in Strafburg fpent their time in hearing ti- 
dings 

* Mr. Shandy^ s compliments to orators — is 
very fenftbU that Slaivkenbergius has here changed 
bis metaphor — which he is very guilty of\ — that 
us a tranJlatoTy Mr. Shandy has all along done 
what he could to make, him Jlick to it — but that 
here Uwas impojftble. 
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dings about it —every eye m Strafburg languifiicd 
to ke it — every finger — every thumb in Straf* 
burg burned to touch it. 

Now what might add^ if any thing may be 
thought neccffary to add to fo vehement a de- 
fire — was this, that the centinel, the bandy* 
legg'd drummer, the trumpeter, the trompctei^s 
wife, the buirgo mafter's widow, the mailer of 
the inn, and the mafter of the inn's wife, how 
widely foevcr they all differed every one from 
another in their teftunonies aad dcrcripticms of 
the ftrangcr*s nofe — they ail agreed together 
in two points —<•* namely, that he was gone to 
Frankfort, and would not return to Strafi>tirg 
till that day months and iecondly whether his 
nofe was true or falfe, that the flranger himielf 
was one of the moft perfed paragons iif beauty 
>*— the fineft made man ! — the moft gented ! 
^^ the moft generous of his purfe — the moft 
courteous in his carriage that had ever entered the 
gates of Stra(burg *— that as he rode, with his 
fcimitar flung loofely to his wrift, thro' theftreets 
•— and walked with his crimfon-fattin breeches 
acrofs the parade — 'twas with fo fweet an air 
of carclefs modefty, and fo manly withal — as 
would have put the heart in jeopardy (had his 
nofe not ftood in his way) of every virgin who 
had caft her eyes upon him. 

I call not upon that heart which is a ftranger to 
the throbs and yearnings bf curiofity, fo ex- 
cited to juftify the abbefs of Que ilingberg, 
the priorefs,the deanefs and fub-chantrefs for fend- 
ing at noon«day for the trumpeter's wife : fhe went 
through the ftreets of Strafburg wiih her huf- 
band's trumpet in her hand ; the beft apparatus 
the ftraitnefe of the time would allow her. 
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for the Uluftration of her theory -^ flie ftaid no 
longer than three days* 

The centinel and the bandy-Jeggfd dmmmcr ! 
— nothing on this fide of old Athens coold equal 
them ! they read their leAures under the city 
gates to comers and goers, uith all the pomp of a 
Chryiippu3 and a Crantor in their porticoes. 

The mafter of the inn^ with his oftler on his 

left-hand, read his ^fo in the fame ftile, 

under the portico or gateway of his ftablc-yard 
— hi» vnfcy hers more privately in a back room : 
all flocked to their teiluresi not promifcuoafly 
-—but to thU or that, as is ever the way, as faith 
.and credulity marfliard them — in a word, each 
Strafl^iirger came crouding for intelligence -^ 
and every StraA>urger had the intelligence be 
wanted. 

Tls worth remarking, for the bentfit of all 
demonftrators in natural phUofophy, &c. that as 
■foon as the trumpeter's wife had finilhed the ab- 
bcfs of Quedlingberg^s private lefture, and had 
begun to read in public, which (he did upon a 
ftool in the middle of the great parade -^ fhc 
incomLmoded the other demonfbrators mainly, 
by gaining incontinently the moil fafl:uonable 
part of the city of Stralburg for her auditory — 
Butt when a demonArator in philofophy (cries 
Slawkcnbcr^us) has a trumpet for an apparatus, 
pray what rival in fcience can pretend to be heard 
befides him ? 

Whilft the unlearned, through thefe conduits 
of intelligence, were all buficd in getting down 
to the bottom of the well, where Truth 
keeps her little court — were the learned in 
their way as bufy in pumping her up thro' the 
conduits of dialeft induftion — they concerned 

themfelvcs 
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themftlvcs not with fafts they rca^ 

foftcdr— 

Not one. profcffion had thrown more light up- 

pn this fubjeft than the faculty— had not 

all thdr difpiites about it ran into the affair of 
■Wens and oedematous fwellings, they could not 
keep clear of them for their bloods and fouls — 
'the ftrangePs nofe had nothing to do cither with 
wens or oedematous fwellings. 

It was demonftrated however rery fatisfafto- 
rily, that fuch a ponderous mafs of betftogc- 
neous matter dould not be congefted and conv. 

flomerated to the nofe, whilft the infant was in 
Jtero, without deftroying the ftatical balance 
of the foetus, -and throwing it plump upon its 
head nine months before the time. — 

"— The opponents granted the theory-^ they 
denied the confeqaenccs. 

• And if a fuitable provlfion of veins, arteries,. 
&c. faid they, was not laid In, for th^ due 
nourifhment of fuch a nofe, in the very firH 
ftamina. and rudiments of its formation before it 
came into the world (bating the cafe of Wens) 
it could not regularly grow and be fuftained af- 
terwards. 

This was all anfwered by a diflcrtation upfon 
nutriment, and the cfFeft which nutriment had 
in extending the veffels, and in the increafe 
and prolongation of the mufcular parts to the 

greateft growth and expanflon imaginable 

In the triumph of which theory, they went fo 
far as to affirm, that there was no caufc in nature^ 
why a nofe might not grow to the fize of the man 
himfelf. 

The refpondents fatisfied the world this event 
could never happen to them fo long as a man 

had; 
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had but one ftomach and one pair, of lungs 

For the ftonjach, faid they, being the only or- 
gan deftined for the reception of food, and 
turning it into chyle, — and the lungs the 

only engine of fanguification ^it could pot 

fibly work off no more, than what the appetite 
brought it : or admitting the poflibility of a 
man's overloading his ftomach, nature had fet 

bounds however to his lungs the engine was 

of a determined fize and ftrength, and could 
elaborate but a certain quantity in a given time 
■ ■ that is, it could produce juft as much 
blood as was fufficient for one (Ingle man, and 
no more ; fo that, if there was as much nofe 
as man — they proved a mortification muft necef- 
farily enfue j and forafmuch as there could not 
be a fupport for both, that the nofe muft either 
fall off from the man, or the man Inevitably fall 
oiF from his nofe. 

Nature accommodates herfelf to thefe emer- 
gencies, cried the opponents— —elfe what do 
you fay to the cafe of a whole ftomach— a whole 
pair of lungs, and but half a man, when both 
his legs have been unfortunately (hot off ? 

He dies of a plethora, faid they — or muft fpit 
blood, and In a fortnight or three weeks go off 
in a confumption. 

It happens otherways > replied the op- 
ponents. 

It ought not, faid they. 

The more cprious and intimate inquirers af- 
ter nature and her doings, though they went . 
hand in hand a good way together, yet they all 
divided about the nofe at laft, almoft as much as 
the faculty Itfelf. 

They 

i 
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They amicably lad it dowa, that there wat 
a jtift and geometrical ammgemtfiit and jM'opor- 
tion of the feveral parts of the human msxac to 
its feteral deftinations, offices, and funAkmsy 
\i^hich could not be tranrgrefled bat witlun ixr^ 

tain limits that nature, though ihe fpcMt- 

ed ■ ■ ■■ (he fported ^tfain a certain circle ; • 
-^andthey could not agree about the <Uameter 
of it. 

The lof^dans ftucic much ek^ to the point 
before theoi than any of the clafles of tint lite- 
rad } they be^m and ended ¥rith die word 

uofe ; and had it not been for a pedtio prind^, 
which one of the ablefl of them ran Ms head 
agsunft hi the beginning of the combat, the 
whole cotttroytrfy had beat fenled at once. 

A nc^, argvKd the logtcboif cannot bleed 

without btoo d ■■■ a nd not only blood ■ ■ ■ b ut 

blood circulating in it to fupply the phenome- 
non with a fucceifion of drops——*— a ftream 
being but a quicker fucceiSon of drops, that is 
included, f«d he ■ N ow death, continued 
the lo^dan, bong nodung but the ftagnitioa 
of the blood. ^ 

I deny the definirioB^-^Des^h Is the iepu- 
ratbn of the foul from the body, faid his dnta- 
eonift— Then we don't agree about our weapoUi 

laid the logidan* Then there is an end of the 

the difpute, replied the antagonift. 

The civilians were ftill more conciie; what 
they offered being more in the nature of a decree 
•—than a difpute. 

-—Such a monftrous nofe, faid they, had it 
been a true nofc, could not pofBMy have been 

fufFered in civil fociety — and if falfe ^^toim- 

pofe upon fodcty with fuch falle figns and tokens. 
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iiras a ftill greater vidatioii of iu rights, and 
Biuft have had ftill lefs mercy fhewn it. 

Ibe only objeAion to this was, that if it 
proved any thing, it proved the ftranger's nofe 
WAS ndther true nor falie. 

This left room for the controverfy to go on. 
It was msuntained by the advocates of the ec- 
cldiafHc coort, that there was nothing to inhi- 
bit a decree, fmce the ftranger ex mero motu had 
confefled he had been at the Promontory of 
Nofes, and had got one of the goodlieft, &c« 
&c — to this it was aniwered, it was impoiTibie 
there flioold be fbch a place as the Promontory 
of Noies, sad the learned be ignorant where it 
lay. The commiflkry of the bi£op of Strafburg 
undertook the advocate's part, acd explained this 
matter in a treatife upon proverbial phrafes, 
fhevdng them, that the Promontory of Nofes 
was a mere all^oric expreffion, importing no 
more than that nature had given him a long 
pok ; in proof of which, with great karning, 
he cited the underwritten authorities, * which 

had 

* NonnuUi ex noftratibus eadem loquendi for* 
mula utum. Quinimo et Logiftae & CanoniftGe — 
Vide Parce Bar. e Jas. in d. L. Proidncial. Con- 
ffitut* de coojec. yidi Vol. lib. 4. litul. i. N. 7. 
qui etiam in re confpir. On. de Promontorio Naf. 
Tichmack. ff. d. tit. 3. fol. 189. paflim. Vid. 
Glof. de contrahend. empt. &c. nee. non J. Scru- 
dr. in cap.^ $. refut. fF. per totum. cum his conf. 
rever.j.' tubal, fentent. 8t prov.cap. 9. if. 11. 12. 
obi«er. v. et Ubrum, cui tit. de terris &phraf. belg. 
ad finem, cum comment. N. bardy berg. Vid. 
feip. argeototarenC de antiq% ecc. m epifc. ar- 

ctviv. 
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had dedded the point inconteftiblyy had it 
appeared that a dtfpute abom fbme fnmchifet 
dean and chapter-^ands had been detenninedbf- 
it nineteen years before ^• 

It Happened— -I muft not fay nnlickily tf^^l 
Truthj becaufe they were g^^ng her a lift ano-* j 
ther way in fo d<Mng ( that the two uniTerfilkt> 
of Straibai;g—*the Lutheran, founded in the year i 
1538 by Jacobus Sturmius, counfellor of tbe< 
folate, ■ ■ and the Popifh, founded by Leopold, . 
arch duke of Auftria, were, during aU this time, 
eraplo]^g the whole depth of their knowledge, 
(except juft what the sif^ur of the abbeis €£,\ 
Quedlii^bergfs placket-holes required) in de-t 
terminingthf pdnt of Mardn Luther's ^kumuK- 
tion. - 

The Po|nfli doAors had undert^en to de- 
monftrate a priori ; that from the neceflary in- 
fluence of the planets on the twenty-fecond d^y 
of Oftober 1483'— when the moon was iff the 
twelfth houfo— Jupiter, Mars, and Venus in the 
third, the Sun, Saturn, and Mercury all got to- 
gether in the fourth ^that he muft in courie, 

and unavoidably be a damn'd man — and that his 
doArihes, by a direft corollary, muft be damn'd 
doftrines too. 

By inlpe£tion into his horofcope, where five 
planets were in coition all at once with fcor- 

pia 

chiv. fid. coll. per Van Jacobum Koinftioven Fo- 
lio Argent. 1583. praecip. ad finem. Qgibusadd. 
Rebuff, in L. obvenire dc Signif. Npm. ff.. fol. & 
de Jure. Gent. & Civil, dc pretib. ^ena feud, 
per federa. teft. Joha. Luxius in prolegom. quern 
velim videas. deAnaly-. Cap. 1.2. 3. Vid. Idea. 
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4o * (in reading this" my father would ahvays 
hake his head) in the 9th houfc which the Ara- 
Dians alottcd to religion — —it appeared : that 
Martin Luther did not care one ftiver about the 
matter— and that from the horofcope dircftcd to 
the conjunftion of Mars — they madi it plain likc- 
wifc he muft die cuffing and blafpheming— \Taih 
thcblaft of v/hich his foul (being ftecp'd in guih) 
failed before the wnd, into the lake of hell fire. ' 
The little objedion of the Lutheran doftora 
to this, was, that it muft certainly be the foul of 
another man, born Oft. 22- 83, which was forc- 
ed to fail down before the 'wind in that manner 
— inafmuch as it appeared from .the regifter of 
Iflaben in the county ' of Mansfelt^ that Luther 
was not born in the year i 483, but- in 84' •, and 
not on the 2 2d day of Oftober,.but on the icth 
of November, the eve of Martinibas-day, from 
whence he had the name of Martin. 

t — 1 muft break off my tranllation for a mo- 
ment; for if I did not,. I know 1 ftiould no more 
be able to ft\ut my eyes in bed, than the ab»i:eis 
of Quedlihgberg-^— It is to tell the reader,: that 
Vol. IV*/.- . ." B- ! ^-.^ - my 

* Haec tnira, latif^ue horrenJa. Planetarumxo- 
Ido fub Scorpio Afterifmo in nona coeli ftatione, 
quam Arabes religioni deputabant cfficit Marti- 
num Lutherum iacrilegum haereticiim, chriftianas 
religionis hoftem acerrimum atquae prophanum ex 
horofcopi diredtione ad Martis 'coitunL,^ rfliglo- 
fiffimus obiit ejusAnima iceleftiflinia ad in&rnos 
navigavit— — -^ab Alefto, Tifiphone et Magaera 
flagelis igneis crudata pereniter^ 

—Lucas Gauricas in Traftatu aftrologico de 
praeteritis multorum hominum accidentibus per 
gemturas examinatis. 
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my father never •nead'.tb^pai&ge 0f ,Sla>Mkienbcr- 
gius^to my -ancle To%. bat with triu(npH---tot 
over my uaclc Toby, ior he- nevqr <^pci&d hoi 
in k — biit over the whole world, 

—Now you fee, brotlier Toby, he would %» 
looking up^ f^ thsat chrifthin names are not fudi 
*^*iDdifferent^^thbgs;"-^harf i.aihcr here boa 
called -byi^'.dtfaer.hanie biit M^ittfi^ -he \r6idl 
have 'been danined- to all .etemity'-rr-Not that 1 
look uf(nQtiJ^{birtin,[lie >>YOuldi ^d» as agood 
name*— far from it»r-*ti$' Something better thai 

a ncttral, and but a .Httle yet little as it is 

you fee it was of fomb ferviosto hinv. 

My .fiither jcnewiirhfe:.'we«kQei$ o£ tfii$: pnop-d 
his'hy|K2ChMi^;!3d=:weUl^.tlie beft iogidAiK.conU 
ihcw;h|iA-ri4-*f,yiet/S>-iVrftBge.is the iwedfcncfs flf 
man at .the imQ^itB6c,"hi \h h& inrfais.vay^ he 
could notjfor.rhitiiUfB;[blH> make life, ofVfit- ;'anfd k 
was certainly .for^tbis teaiba ;: that though there 
are many ftoriesL'of Hafcfi'&kiwkcnb^gius's Dc- 
cads full .as.'.ehtfer»ainii!ig a^this I amitiaD/^tinf^ 
yet thene !fe rmcfc qikj imoixgft -themrj^hich shj.h* 
thdt TQTid oyrnsteith jhaif the ^UghtrT^ib flattdral 
rw© of his ftningeft hyjS^thefes togethfer. n» »'his 
Namfs and his Noses -I will be bold to far, 
hcTTught i hatte rcalct: ail- tli© - b)(k»fts = in the . Alcy.- 
^ndrine librany, haxl not fate tiUccn other care of 
them, and UDt? haVe met with a i)ook::©A a pa.^ 
lage in dne» which .bit,t^yo. fuch .nailsf' as! thde 
upon the^ead atone Uroke.] -j r..»fiorf ,-. -i I« ■. 
- The ti^ro riinivccljJtiei fof Stcafbiu:^ wcnolhaiJ 
tagging at .this affair ofi'lAther'fi'.'ziavigadoB* 
The Proteftant doSdrs had' dfrnonftraijcd^.' that 
he had not iailed right bpfore the windi as the 
Popifh doftors had pretended ; and as*, every 
one knevr there v^as no fcaix\^^>a\\ vcv. xiLfc xaetk i, 
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— =-they were going to fettle, in cafehe had failed, 
Dw many points he "wasofFj whether Martin 
id doubled the cape, or had fallen upon a lee- 
lore^ and no doubt, as it was an" enquiry of 
luch edification, at leafl to thofe who under>- 
:ood this fort of Navigation, they had gone 
>n with it in fpite of the fize of the jftran- 
Etr's nofe, had fiot the fize of the {lranLger*6 
lofe drawn off the attention of the world from 

«rhat they were about it was their bufinefs 

x> foUow. 

The abbefs of Quedliaberg and her four dig- 
litaries was no flop ; for the enormity of the 
Granger's nofe running full as much in their 
ancics as their cafe of confcience — ^The affair of 
heir placket-holes kept cold-^In a word, the 
)rinters were ordered to diftribute their types — 
ill controverfies dropp'd. 

'Twas a fquare cap with a filk taffcl upon 

he crown of it, to a nut fliell to li;i\c 

[oefled on which fide of the nofe the two uni\ er- 
ities would fpllt, 

Tis above reafon, cried the doftors on o»^ 
ide. 

'lis below. teB.{bf\ cried the others. , 

'Tis faith, cried the one. 

Tis a fiddle-flick, faid the other. 

Tis poiBble, cried the one. 

Tis impoffible, faid the other. 

God's power, is iniimte, cried the Nofarians^ 
e can do any thing, ' 

He can do nothings replied th^ Antinof^riansj 
hich implies con tnadiftioas. •: - 

He can make matter think, faid the Nofariiias* 

-As certainly as you can make a velvet cap out 
F a few's ear, replied the Antinofarians. 

B 2 \\^ 
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He caonot make two and two five^ replied ; 

the Popifli doftors. 'lis falfe, £diij 

their opponents* 

Infinite power is infinite ppwer, faid the dofr , 
tors who maintained the reality of the nofe.— 
It extends only to all poi&ble things, replied the ; 
Lutherans. i 

By God in heaven, cried the Popiih doftorsj 
he can make a noie^ if he thinks fit, as big u j 
the fteeple of Strafb'urg. 

Now the fteeple of Straftjnrg being the big* 
gcft and the talleft church-fteeple to be feen ia « 
the whole world, the Antinofarian^ denied that- 
a nofe ot 57c geometrical feet in length could b?' 

worn, at leaft by a" middle-fized man ^Thc 

Popifh doftors fwor^ it could 1 he Lutheran 

doftors faid no ; it could not. 

1 his at once ftarted anew difpute, which thcjr 
purfued a great way ppon the extent and limita- 
tion of the moral and natural attributes of God 
—That controverfy led them naturally into 
Thomas Aquinas, and Thomas Aquinas to the 
devil. 

The ftranger's nofe wasnd more heard of itt 
the difpute — it juft ferved as a frigate to launch 
them into the gulph of fchool-divinity, — and then 
they all failed before the wjnd. 

Heat is in proportion to the want of true 
knowledge. 

7 he controverfy about the attiibutes, &c. in- 
ftead of cooling, on the contrary had inflamed 
the StraflDurgers imaginations to a moft inordi- 
nate degree — The lels they underftood of th< 
matter, the greater was their wonder about i 
—they were left in all the diftrefles of defire un 

fatisfie< 
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id, — faw their doctors the Parchmcntajians, 
rafTarians, the Turpeiitarians, on the one 
— The Popifli doi^ors on the other, like 
gruel and his companion in queft of the 
: of the bottle, all embarked and out of fight 
The poor Strafburgcrs left upon the 

— What was to be done ?— — No delay— 

proar increafed — every one in difordcr 

ty gates fct open. 

ifortunate Strafbtirgers ! — was there in the 
houfe of nature— rwas there in the lumbcr- 
5 of learning — was there in the great arfc- 
f chance, one fingle eng^e left undrawn 
to torture your curiofities, and ftrctch your 
s, which was not pointed by the hand of 

D play upon your hearts ! 1 dip not my 

ito my ink to excufe the furrender of your- 

'tis to write your panegyrick. Shew 

city fo macerated with expefVadon who 

jr eat, or drank^ or flept, or prayed, or 

ened to the calls either of religion or nature 

ven and twenty days together, who could 

held out one day longer. 

L the twenty-eighth the courteous ftranger 

romifed to return to Strafburg. 

/en thoufand coaches (SlawkenbergiUs muft 

nly have made fome miftakc in his numc- 

:harafters) 7000 coaches 15000 fingle 

chairs 20000 waggons, crowded as ^11 

ley could all hold with fenators, counfel- 

fyndycks beguines, widows^ wives, vir- 

canons, concubines, all in thdr coaches— 
abbefs of Quedlinberg, with the priorefs^ 
leanefs and fub-chantrefs leading the pro- 
El in one coach,* and the dean of Strafburg^, 
B 3 with 
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^ith the four great dignharieE of his chapter o( 
' iter Icft-haad, the reft following higgkty-pigglij 
ty as tljcy could \ fome on horfeback — — foij3 
cti for^t^fomc led-- f. me driven-^^me dd^ 
I .: :'ie,'-p- fooK this Vayi-^fomc that— d 

Iij-i^t ut a^ fuVri^^ |p Ijuije^ the' jcgi^neous flran^ 
'on the road* . -^^ ■ ^ - 

Hafte we now towards the CR^taftrophe o| 
4[ry tak I il^y Cataflrophe (cries SlaWj 

'JtcnbfVgius) mafnuich as a tale^ with part^ 
jightly dlfpofedj not orjy rcjuketh (^udtt) M 
%k& C^dlrophe and Pcripeitla of a DramA^ 
Kif J - kjtth nioreover in all the efTcntial ani 
' I ;. :i'. parts of itr— it h^s its ProraJls, Epifla- 
i^j, C^u%ii9, its C^raftrOphe orPeripeitja grow^ 
|iigone out of tHe other in It, in the order Arilioi 
'l^c firft plaattd them-^ — -without which a tall 
ad beucT ne.vcr been told at all 5 fays Slawkeu- 
crglusj but he kept to a man's fclf. ' 

In ail my ten tales^ in all my ten decads, havfl 
!,j Slawkenhergiusi tied down every tale of then 
^B tig^tfy fothis rule, as I have done this of th< 
Brapge;;;tnd his nofe, 
\) >^P^hi his fir A parley with the centinel^ tC^i 
tis leaving the city of Strafburg, after pulling ofF 
his crimfon-fattin pair of breeches, 13 the Pro^ 
^fis, or firA entrance— ^— where the charafterSj 
gf the Perfonae Dramatis are jiift touched m^ 
and the fubjedl llightly begun* 

The Epiflafis^ wherein the a(51:icm is mor^ 
fully entered upon and heigh teui^d^ till it arrives 
at its fiate or height called the Cataftafis, and 
which ufaally takes up the 2d and 3d aOi, is 
included within that biify period of my tale, 
betwixt tlie iirfl night's uproar about the nofe^ 
to the conciufjoii of the Uumpeter^s wife's kc^yj 

tures'' 
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lutca upoa it in the. midclic of the gFaiid parade j 
and from thaJ&rft embsrking:of.the:lGHmcii in the 
difpute— to-ithe doffaorB fiiiallJ'r'&ilHig. away," and 
tearing tdirStfafburgers.Bponitbcibeadi .iii UUt* 
(Inefi, is th'&ICafraftafis.^ the ripei)in^Jof.thc> in- 
ddentd ssdcpaffioniioi thdr biirlUngiomh ih/the 

T3ii$ coi-nmences witli the,fettiug out bf fhe 
Strafbnrgcrs in the Frankfort road, and tcnroU 
Bates in unw'ii Jingihe labyrinth .and biiilging -the 
faexo cait cf a ihite of agitatiiQa:(as AriAotlC'ddls 
it) to.ailate (rf!. reft and quietaefii \' ; > 
•-This, &7S Hafen Slawkenfiergiusi' conftieutes 
the cataftrophe or peripeiria of iny. tsDe - and that 
^he enters now upon tiie ftage.". ' ■ ' ' 

— — Vf£ left the ftranger behind- the curtain 

aflcep ^he enters now upon the ftage'. » 

■ -t-What doft' thou piick up thy-^ars at j-^'tis 
aothhig but a man iuf6n:a horre-ri>'U!ab*':vthQ:Iafl: 
word the ftranger nttertxl i{o- his iiiuk^ It was 
not .'proper then. to teli tjie rcadfer^ that-flie miikr 
took his mafter's 'word for it; 'ami ^vithout any 
more ifs and ands, let the traveller and his horle 
pafs by. 

The traveller was h^ftening with all diligence 
to get to Strafburg that night— ^—rWhat a foof 
am 1, faid the traveller to himfctf, -when he had 
KHle about a league farther, to. think of getting 
into Strafburg this night - Strafburg ! — the great 
Stra(bui-g ! — Straft>urg, the capital of all Alfatia ! 
Strafburg, an imperial city! Stralburg, a fove- 
reign ftate! "Stra(burg, gaiTifoned with five thou- 

&ad of the bcft tioops in all the, world! 

Aias'f if I -was at tlte gates. of Str4ifl>urg this mo- 
B 4 ment^ 



meat, I could not gain admittance into it for t 
ducat,— nay a ducat and a lialf—'tis too much— 
Ixrttef goiback.td^thb laft inn I have.paflcd — thaa 
lie I knoW not^^Miett^f-or ^ve 3 kn^vr not what 
The travellcrj. as helifiade^thefe refleftioas iS hft 
niind, tnnueid His. Uorii^ head^ about^ amd tiirce 
minutes after the ftrangtr had been condnAed 
into his chamber, he ttnived at tlie fame 
inn. ' 

; ■■ W e have bacon in the h^oufe, faid the hoft, 
and brcad+r-^— — and till eleven* rfdock this night 
had three eggs in it— * but a ftrangcr^ who arrived 
an hour agq^ has had them dreifed into an ome- 
let, and we have nothing. — 

Alas! faid the traveller, harrafled as I am, I 
want nothing but a bed — I have one as foft as is in 
Alfatia, laid the hoft. 

The ftranger,. continued he, fhould have flept 
ih:It, for *tis my beft bed, but upon the fcorc of 
his nofe-rr— He.has.got a defluflion, faid the tnh 
vcUer— Not that I know, cried the hoft — ^But 'tis 
a camp-bed, and Jacinta, faid he, looking, to* 
wards the maid, imagined there was not room in 
it to turn his nofe in Why fo ? cried the tra- 
veller ftarting back— It is fo long a nofe^ cried 

the hoft rThe traveller fixed his eyes upon Ja- 

cinta, then upon the ground — kneeled upon his 
right knee — had juft got his hand laid upon his 
breaft — • — T rifle not with my anxiety, faid he, 
rifmg up again — 'Tis no trifle, faid Jacinta, 'us 
the moft glorious nofe ! — The traveller fell upon 

his knee again and his hand upon his breaft— 

then faid he, looking up to heaven ! thou haft 
conduftcd mc to the end of my pilgrimage— 1-^ 1 il 
Diego ! 

The 
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The traveller was the brother of the Julia, fo 
tea invoked that night by the ftranger as he rode 
[>m Strafl>urg upon his mule ; and was come, 
I her part, in queft of him. He had accompa- 
ed his Cfter from Valladolid acrofs the Pyrcne- 
i mountains through France, and had many an 
itangled fkein to wind off in pnrfuit of him, 
rough the many meanders and abrupt turnings 
• a lover's thorny tracks. 
— ^Julia had funk under it — and had not been 
»le to go a ftep farther than to Lyons, where, 
ith the many difquietudes of a tender heart, 
hich all talk of— but few feel— flie fickened, 
It had juft ftrength to write a letter to Diego ; 
id having conjured her brother never to fee her- 
cc till he had found him out, and put the letter 
to his hand's, Julia took to her bed. 
FernandeTT, (for that was- her brother*s name) 
•tho' the camp-bed waS' as foft as any one in 
IfacCj yet he could not fhut his eyes in it. — As 
3n as it was day he rofe, and hearing Liego was 
bn too, he entered his chamber, and difcharged 
I flfter'^ commiffion. 

T fte. letter was as follows : 
Sieg. Djpego. 
** "Wh^her my fulpicions of your r*ofe were 
juftly excited or not — 'tis not now to inquire 
—it is enough I have not had firmnefs to put 
them to farther tryat 

** How could I know fo little of myfelf, when 
1 fent my Duena to forbid your coming more 
under- my lattice ? or how could I know fb lit- 
de of you, Diego, as to imagine you would not 
have ftaid one day in Valladolldto have given 
cafe to my doubts ? — ^Was I to be abandoned, 
13iego^ be^aufe I was deceived? or was it. 
B s « kind 
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•* t-i r? ni; =:; i: — .j ^-jr.% whether mj 
^ r-i7"c!c::2- viire -li: :r 3?, ari leave me, a< 
^ 7v^ ^, i rrrj :o- r:cch ;ir.certiilnty and Ibr- 

•* Ir. whir r*.ir-c- J,. Ha has relented this— my 
" b*-ctSr", ^rta h< pc:? this kttcr into your 
••■ hi- is, viil tt I yc«: Hz vrM rcU you in how 
'• n:TP et>-a«i^ :hc rcpenred ot ihe ralh meflage 
" ihe h^."* :ir.T Vv^j — :r. --v Kj.: frinric hafte fhe flew 
*' tk? btr liirve, ird I:o\r many days and nights 
" t€-«cther ihe ki?.ed incwveiibly upon her el* 
•* Ik'w, loekir^ through it towards the way 
" vrh'ch Dicro was wor.t to come. 

•* Kt Mrili teU \<>« when ihe heard of your di- 

** prjture*-how her Ifir.is defcrced her 

** ho.w. fei-T hem fiiiened — ^how jMteoufly fhc 
*' ironrned— — h<^w low ihe hung her head. 
" £ie;po ! how i^aiiy weary Acps hai* my bro- 
** therms pity led me by the hcnd languiihing^ to 
*• ti acs out yours ! how far has defire carried 

" me bcyoad ftrengtb and how oft have I 

** fainted by the way, and* funk into his arms, 
" with only power to cry out O my Diego ! 

** If the geutlenefs of your airriage has not 
'* belied your heart, you will fly to me, aimoft 

^*. as faft-a? 5v>u fled fr<?m me*- hafte as you will,» 

** yon will arrive but to fee me expire. -Tis a 

" bhtcv draught, Diego, but oh ! 'tis embiitcr- 
*' ec! Itii] moie by dying un ." 

She could proceed no farther. 

8ia\vktnben>iusfuppcf4s the. word Intended was> 
unconvinced^ but her ftrength would not enable 
hiT tv linifh.hrr letter. 

Thr hoart'of the courteous Die^ro overflowed 
ni; he !xad the Icttn* he ordered his mule forth- 
with and Fcriuude^'s horfe to be faddlcdj and 

as 
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as ao vent in profe is equal to that of poeuy in 
fuch conflifts — chance, which as often directs us 
to remedies as to difeaies,. having thrown a piece 
of charcoal into the window-r- Diego availed him- 
fclf of it, and wiiilft the oftler was getting ready 
tils mule, he eaied hda mind againft the wall as- 
follows : 

O » X 

HarQi and untuneful are the notes of love^ , 

Unlefs my Julia ftrjkes the key,. 
Bfer hand alone can touch tfaetpart^ 

Whofe dulcet move- 
msnt' chasms the heart. 

And. goTGros all the man wifih^ifympab-- 
thetic fway 

zd. . 

G^ Julia! 

The lines were very? natural— rfor they were^ 
nothing at ail to the purpofe, lays Slawkenbergius,. 
and 'tis sn pjty: there vrene no mdre of them 5 but 
whether; if was^ that Sieg. Diego^ was flow in 
oompofiog. v^Itts^-4-N^or the oftkr; quick. in' fad- 
diing: mnks'r-— i^i» not averred ; certain- it was, 
that I ifigo'sf.muli and jFernandea's. horfe. were 
ready at the door of the inn, before L iego was 
ready for- his: fecond ftattz:^.; fa withoin fla:ying 
to itnhh^ hiyode> theybo^ mounted, falKed forth, 
pa^ltlie.Rbdxiis^ trai^erfed i^faccs, ifhasped theu:. 
courie towards Ly^nsy and before' the Strajfburg- 
ecs and the abbd(^^of Qti^sdlmfaiei^ had fet .out. on 
thoncavalcaidt; had/Fevrfimdez,jDiegD,:and his. 
Jnlia^. crol&d.the Pyceoeas mountain^ and got . 
&& to^Valladolid. 

'Tis- 
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'Tis ncedlefs to inform the geographical rea.* 
der^ that when Diego was in Spain, it was not 
pof&ble to meet the courteous Aranger in the 
Frankfort road ; it is enough to fay, that of all 
reftlefs defircs, curioflty being the ftrongeft — the 
Strafburgers felt the fuU force of it ; and that for 
three days and nights they were tofled to and fn> 
in the Frankfort road, with the tempeftuous fury 
of this paflion, before they could fubmit to re^ 
turn home — ^When alas ! an event was prepared 
for them, of all the others the mofl grievous that 
could befall a free people. 

As this revolution of the Strafburgers affairs is 
often fpoke of and little underflood, I will, in 
ten words, fay& Slawkenbergius, give the world 
an explanation of it, and with it put an end ta ' 
my tale. 

Every body knows of the grand fyflenj of Uni* 
verfal monarchy, wrote by order of Monf. Col- 
bert, and put in manufcript into the hand» of 
Leilas the tourteenth, in the year 1664. 

'Tis as well known, that one branch out of 
many of that fyftem, was the getting poflcifion 
of Strafburg, to favour an entrance at all times 
into Suiabia, in order to diflurb the quiet of Ger- 
many-*— ^ and that, in confequence of this plan,. 
Strafburg unhappily fell at le»gth into thdr 
hands. 

It is the lot of a few to trace out the true fprings 
of this and fuch like revolutions — The vulgar look 
too high for them— Statefman look too low^— 
Truth (for once) lies in the middle. 

What a fatal thing is the popular pride of a 
free city! cries one hiflorian the Strafburg- 
ers deemed . it a diminution of their freedom 

to 
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to receive an imperial garrifon-— and fo fell a prey 
to a French one. 

The fate, fays another, of the Strafburgcrs, 
may be a warning to all free people to fave their 
money — 1 hey anticipated their revenues— brought 
themfelves under taxes, exhaufted their ftrength, 
and in the end became fo weak a people, they 
had not ftrength to keep their gates fhut, and fo 
the French pufhed them open. 

Alas ! alas ! cries Slawkenberg^us, 'twas not 

the French twas curiosity pufhed them 

open — ^The French, indeed, who are ever upon 
the catch, when they faw the Strafburgcrs, men, 
women, and children, all marched out to follow 
the ftranger's nofe— each man followed his own, 
and marched in. 

Trade and manufaftures have decayed and gra- 
dually grown down ever fince— but not from any 
caufe which commercial heads have alFigned i for 
it is owing to this only, that nofes have ever fb 
run in their heads, that theStrafl>urgers could not 
follow their buiinefs. 

Alas I alas! cries Slawkenbergius, making an 
exclamation— it is hot the firft— and I fear will 
not be the laft fortrefs that has been either woa 
-or loft by Nose s. 

The E N D of 

Skwkenbergius's Ta l s. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, L 

WITH all this learniog upon nolcs running 
pei-petnaJIy in my father*;* fancy — with fo 
many family prejydices^^und ten dctads of fuct 
tales ninning oa for 4;ver along with themt — how^ 
wis it poITIble with fuch exqnlfitc — 'A^as it a true 
nofe? — That a man ^vith fiich eMHifite i^^l- 
iQg3 a3 my father had^ could bear tne< fliock at. 
all below Itali'Sj or Indeed above ftairs, in any 
Other poffure hut the very poJliire I have de- 
fmbed. 

— Throw yonrfelf down npon the bed,, a dcM 
2en rimes "taking care only to placs a looking^.^ 
glafs iirfi in a chair on one fide of it^ before you 
do it — But \pasthc ftrangtr*s nofe a true nofe^-^, 
or was it a falfc one ? 

To tell that before-hand, madam, would be tO: 
do injury to one of the beil tales In the Chriilian. 
world ; and that is the tenth of the tentlv dogadU 
\t'hrch immediately follows tfus-- ^ \ ,, |;.*! '^ 

This tale, cried Slawkenberglus fomewhaLex-*, 
Tiltingly, has been referved by mc for the cqa^ 
eluding tale of my whole work \. knowing right.. 
well, that when I Ihall havs told it, and my read- 
er fhall have read it throtigh— -I would be eveo 
high time for both of us to ftiut up the book ;., 
inafmuch, continues Slawkenbengiusji as I know 
of no tale which could poflibly ever go down af- 
ter it. 

— 'Tis a tale indeed ! 

This, fefs out wit^ the fir ft interview in the. 
ima- at fiydns, whea Fernandez left the. courte— 
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ons ftranger and his fifter Julia alone in her 
chamber, and is overwritten 

The Intricacies 
of 
Diego and Julia. 
Heavens! thou art a ftrange crenture, Slaw- 
kenbergius ! what a whimfical view of the invo- 
lutions of the heart of woman had ihou opened ! 
how this can ever be tranflated ! and yet if this 
/pecimen of Slawkenbergius's tales, and the ex- 
qafitenefs of his moral (hould plcafe the world — 
tranflated (hall a couple of volumes be : — Elfe, 
how can this ever be tranflated into good Eng- 

li/h, I have no fort of conception. 

There feems in fome paflkges to want a fixth fenfe 
to do it rightly. — What can he mean by the 
lambeot pupilability of flow, low,, dry chat, 
five notes below the natural tone,. — which you 
know, madam, is little more than< a whifper ! 
The moment I pronounced the words, I could 
perceive an attempt towards a vibration in the 
firings, about tha vibration- of the heart. — ^^Phe 
brain made no acknowledgment — There's often 
no good underflanding betwixt^'em. — I felt as if 
I underftood it.— I had no ideas, — The move- 
ment could not be without caufe. — I am loft. I 
can make nothing of it, — unleft, may it pleafe 
your worfbips, die voice, in that cafe being little 
more than a whifper, unavoidably forces the 
eyes to approach not only within fix inches of 
each other but to look into the pupils — is not 
that- dang«*ous ? > — But it can't", be avoided — - 
for tx> loofc up to the cieling in that cafe the 
two- chins unavoidably meet — and to look down 
into each others laps, the foreheads come into 
immediate coata6):, which at once puts- an end 

to 
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to the codference -*-I mean to the ^dmental 
part of it. — ^What is left, madain^ is not vortL 
ftooping for. 

C H A P. IL 

MY father lay ftretched acrofs the bed as ' 
(till as if die hand of death had pufh^ 
cd him down, for a full hour and a half before 
. he began to play upon the floor with the toe of 
that tool which hung over the bed-fide ; mf 
uncle Toby's heart was a pound lighter for it.— ^ 
In a few momentSi his len-hand, die kniackles^ of 
which had all the time reclined upon the handle 
of the chamber-pot, came to its feelings— ^ he- 
thruft it a little more within the yalanc€--dre9r 
up his hand, when he had done, into his bofomr 
— ^gave a hem ! — My good uncle Toby, with in- 
finite pleafiire, anfwered it: and full gladly 
would have ingrafted a fentence of confblation 
upon the opening it afforded ; but having no 
talents, - as I faid, that way, and fearing more- 
over that he might iet out with fbmetbing which, 
might make a bad matter worfe, he contented, 
himfelf^with refiing his chin pkcidly* upon the. 
. crofs of his crutch*. 

Now whether the compref&on ihortened my 
xmde Toby's face into a more pleafurable oval>. 
•— or that the philanthropy of his heart., hi 
feeing his brother beginning to emerge out or the 
fea of his affliflions^. had braced up his mufcles> 
— fo that the compreffion upon his chin only 
doubled the benignity which was there before,, is 
not hard to decide. — - My father, in turning his 
«yes, was ftruck with fuch a gleam of fun- 

(hine 
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fiilne in his face, as melted down the fullenncfs of 
his grief in a moment. 
He broke fdence as follows. 



CHAP. III. 

DID ever man, brother Toby, cried my fa- 
ther, railing himfelf up upon his elbow, 
£Qd turning himielf round to the oppolite iide of 
the bed where my uncle Toby w;is fitting in hi6 
old fringed chair, with his chin reAing upon his 
cratch— -did ever a poor unfortunate man, bro- 
ther Toby, cried my father, recei%'e fo many 
Jafties ?— The moft I ever faw given, quoth my 
uncle Toby, (rin^g the bell at the bed's head 
for Trim) was to a grenadier, I think in Makay's 
regiment. 

— rHad my uncle Toby fhot a bullet thro* my 
father's heart, he could not have fallen dowii 
with his nofe upon the quilt more fuddenly. 

Blefs me I faid my uncle Toby. 



CHAP. TV. 

WAS it Makay's reg^m^nt, quoth my 
uncle Toby, where the poor grenadier 
was fo unmercifully whipt at Bruges about the 
ducats. — — O Chrift ! he was innocent ! cried 
Trim with a deep figh. — And he was whipp'd, 
may it pleafe your honour, almoi^ to death's 
door. They had better have fhot him out- 
right as he begged, and he had gone diredlly to 
heaven, for he was as innocent as your honour. 
-•* I thank thee, Trim, quoth my uncle Toby. I 

never 



iiever think pf :ti^: if^f^fi^xmd^'Tfivii^ ^idfiTr 
poor brother Tom's misfoitttO<»^]ifof iirfe rur^-jB 
three fchool-fellowj^vbtft;! QrfM^ atflOTCtoll — 
Tears are no proof of cowardice, Trim I drop 
them oft-times myfelf, cried my uncle Toby — 
I know your hoiflWr dArs/ rtpliad Trim, and fo 
am not aftiamed of it myfelf. — But to thinki 
may it: pleafc yom* honoUrjtroo«tiDtitd(T&jrO^ 
tear AeaJblgiiiitOf the corner of^ ey^ as he'q;;io|^ 
r- to think <^'itwCr virtuous lads i with facartsl ai 
^trvk ja: chl^ bodli^ and. a? honeft. iaoXinli 
miid ,make.'theai/ii»-^:Thi8i xYl^dmik Mi^^hbTUA 
pn^^^i^gpingftforth: with j^aiU:;^ufcits.-tdp£Mk 
^hctnfottiBmiiii. iKei»orMi-4»jhd faiB]i4& SaA 
evilsl'pDor Tfupl. to be tiriured* upea- sudaot 
for nothiag- . ■» \. but maj^iybg 9 Jcii^si >^dow 
1)U; tou£ 



.who foU; ^&ges^-rhonefk Dick Jofanfop?! ihult fA 
be fcourged out of his body, for the ^ ducats 
«K>ther'ix»ii' fiut locb hik/^cqifackh-MO^J---— 
the&are misfoftdnoiy itMb Tiii9V pdlliiigf put 
his handkdxhk£^ithisibat^mis^t3uass» 'faajtir 
pleafe your honour^ worth lymgidowh-jandccying 
over. 

My father could not help blufliing. 

— Twould be/ a pity^ Trihi, ^uoth my uncle 
Toby, thou ftiouldft ever feel forrow of thy own 
rtioru feclefl it«fo. tenderly for' others. -^ AT^dt-* 
day^ replied the corpciml,, bpighijcnhng ujf Its 
fcice — your honour knows t have -neither wtfer 
or child -— I can have no forrows in- this wbrJd. 
-r~My father could- not help fmiling. — As few 
as any man. Trim, replied my uncle Toby 5 nor 
can I fee how a fellow of thy light heart can fuf- 
ftr, but from the diftcefs ofi poverty in thy ildi 
age — when. thou art palled ail fervicesj Tnim, -—1 
and haft out lived: thy friends,-^- An' pleafe your- 

honourji 
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honoor, never fear replied Trim cheerily 

But I would have thee never fear, Trim, replied 

my uncle ; and therefore, continued n-.y .uncle 

Toby, throt^riBg down his crutch, and getting 

np upoii his fe^s'as he uttered the'word therefore 

--in rccompehfe. Trim,, of thy long fidelity to 

mc,. and that goodnefe of thy heart I 'have hud 

foch prqoh of—whilft thy mafter is worth a ihil- 

ling — thou (halt never ait elfewhcrc, Trim, for a 

penny. Trim attempted to thank my uncle Toby 

— but had not power — tears trickled down his 

checks faftcrthan he could wipe them off — He 

had his hands upon Bis br^ft — made a bow to 

the ground, and fhut the door. 

•— I hWe leftTfim my bowling-greeln, cried my 
iincle Toby — M.y father fmiled-— I have left him 
moreover a pcnfion, contlnaed my uncle Toby, 
my father looked grave. 



I 



CHAP. V. 

S this a fit time, fiiid my father to hlmfelf, 
to talk of Pensions and grenadiers. 



C H A P. VI. 



WHEN my uncle Toby fiift mentioned 
the grenadier, my father, I fa'.d, fell 
down with his nofe flat to the quilt, and as fud- 
denly as if my uncle Toby had ihot him j but it 
was not added, that every other limb and mem- 
ber of my father inftantly relapfed with his nofe 
mto the fame precife attitude in which he lay 
firft defcribed ; fo that when corporal -Trim* It ft 

the 
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the room, and my father found himfelf diTpofed 
to rife off the bed, — he had all the little prepay 
ratory movements to run over again, before he 
could do it, Attitudes afc nothing, madam,— 'tis 
the traniition from one attitude to another — like 
the preparation and refolution of the difcord into 
liarmony, ^¥hich is all in atL 

For which reafon my father playec) the fame 

jig over again with his toe upon the Hoor 

pufhed the chamber-pot flill a little farther withia 
the valance — gave a hem — raifed himfelf up upon 
his elbow — and was juft beginning to addrefi 
himfelf to my uncle Toby — when recollecting 
the unfucceisfulneft of his firft effort in that 
attitude. — ^he got up upon his legs> and in making 
the third turn acrofs the room, he flopped fliort 
before my uncle Toby ; and laying the three firft 
fingers of his right-hand in the palm of his left, 
and {looping a little, he addrefTed himfelf to my 
uncle Toby as follows* 



C H A P. VIL 

WHEN I refleft^ brother Toby, upon 
MAN ; and take a view of that dark fide 
of him which reprefents his life as open to fa 
many caufes of trouble — when I coarMier, bro- 
ther Toby, how oft we eat the bread of afHiftion, 
and that we are born to it, as to the portion of 
our inheritance — I was born to nothing, quoth 
my uncle Toby interrupting my father — but my 
commiflion, Zooks ! faid my father, did not 
my uncle leave you a hundred and twenty 
pounds a year ? — What could I have done with- 
out it ? replied my uncle Tobyj^ That's ano- 
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chcr concern, faid my father teftily— But I fay, 
Toby, when one runs over the catalogue of all 
the crofs reckonings and fbrrowful items with 
which the heart of man is overcharged, 'tis 
wonderful by what hidden refources the mind 
is eoabled to ftand it out, and bear itfelf up, as 
it does againft the impofitions laid upon our na- 
ture. — ^\s by the affiftance of Almighty God, 
cried my uncle Toby, looking up, and prefling 
the palms of his hands ck>fe together — 'tis not 
from our own ftrength, brother Shandy — a cen- 
tincl in a wooden centry-box, might as well pre- 
tend to ftand it out againft a detachment of fif- 
ty men, — ^we are upheld by the grace and the 
affiftance of the beft of Beings. 

— That is cutting the knot, faid my father, 

inftead of untying it. But give me leave to 

lead you, brother Toby, a little deeper into this 
myftery- 

With all my heart, cried my uncle Toby. 

My father inftantly exchanged the attitude he 
was in, for that in which Socrates is fo finely 
painted by Raphael in his fchool of Athens \ 
which your connoifleurfliip knows is fo exqui- 
fitely imagined, that even the particular manner 
of the reafoning of Socrates is exprefTed by it 
-—for he holds the fore-finger of his left-hand 
between the fore-finger and the thumb of his 
right, and feems as if he was faying to the li- 
bertine he is reclaiming-^" You grant me this— 
*^ and this : and this, and this, I don't a/k of 
«* yoH— they follow of themfelves in courfe." 

So ftood my father, holding faft his fore-fin- 
gn* betwixt lus finger and his thumb, and rea- 
foning with my unde Toby as he fat in his old 
fringed chair, valanced around with party-co- 
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loured worded; bobs — O Garrick !. what 
fcene of this would thy exquifitive powers 
»Qd how gladly would I write fuch ano 
avail myfelf of thy immoitality^ and feci 
own Whind it. 



CHAP. VHI. 

THOUGH man is of- all others the 
curious vehicle., faid my father, 
the fame time 'tis of fo flight a frame 
totteringly put togcthier, that the fudden 
and hard juftlings it Unavoidably meets 's 
this rugged journey, would overfct and 
to pieces, a dozen times, a day— was it not 
ther Toby, that there is a fecret fpring wit 
—Which fpring, faid my uncle Toby, I t 
be religion.-^— Will that fct my child's noi 
cried my father, letting go his finger, and 
ing <^ne hand againfl the other — It makes 
thing ftf ait for us, anfwered my uncle T 
Figuratively fpeaking, dear Toby, it ma 
aught I know, faid my farther \ but the fp: 
am (peaking of, is that great and elaftic 
within us of counterbalancing evil, whicl 
a fecret fpring in a well-ordered ma 
though it can't prevent the fhock — at leafl 
pofes upon our fenfe of it. 

Now, my dear brdther, faid my fathe 
placing his fore-fingei*, as he was coming 
to the point, — had my child arrived iafe in 
world, unmartyr'd in that precious part o: 
— fanciful and extravagant as I may app 
^he. world in my opinion of chriilian names, 
of.that jnagic bias, which good or bad i 

irrefi 
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Wrcfiflfibly imprcfs upon our charaAei'S an J coa- 
du6^s — heaven is witnefs! that in the v/armeft 
tranfports of my wiflaes for the prosperity of my 
chilcC I never once ^dfhed to crown his head with 
more glory and honour, than what George or 
Edward would have fyread around it. 

But alas ! contmucd my father, as the great- 
eft evil has befallen him— I mwft counter aft and 
Hodo k with the gFcateft good. 

He (hall be chriftaied Trifmegiftus, brother. 

I wiih it many anfwer — replied my uncle 'J oby, 
rifing up. 



c : 4- 



CHAP. XII. 

WH A'JC A ichapttf of chances, faid my fa- 
ther, turning; himfelf about :upon the firft 
hmding, as he and my uncle Toby were going 
down flairs— —what a long chapter of chances 
do the events of' ihis world lay opeiiio us ! Take 
pen and ink in hand, brotheitlToby, an<f caku- 
hhj-.it fairByvt I Mkoaw no' more of calculations 
than tbi^bkllnfterj'.ftld my uncle Toby, (ftrlking 
fcoit of k iwaifh -his, fcrutch, and hitting my ftithei 
a dcfperate blow IbuFe upon 'his Hiin-bone)— 
Twas' a hondi-ed to one — cried my uncle Toby 
—I thought, quoth my father, (rubhfng his fliin] 
you had known nothing -of calculations, brothet 
Tob\. — 'Twas a mere chance faid lii^ uncle Tob} 
—Then it adds one to the chapter — replied ni) 
father. , 

The double fuccefs of my father's rcparttci 
tickled off the pain of his fhin at once, — ^i 

was well it fo fell out — (chance! again) 

^p the world to this day had never known th< 



I 
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iubjeft of my father's, calculation t- to giiefs it-* 
there was no chance — ^What a Incky chapter ci 
chances has this turned out ! for it has faved mc 
the trouble of writing one exprefs, and in troth 
I have enow already upon my hands without it. 
— Have not I promifed the world a chapter of 
knots? two chapters upon the right and the 
wrong end of a woman ? a chapter upon whit 
kers ? a chapter upon wifties ?— a chapter of no* 
fes — No, I have done that — a chapter upoo 
my uncle Toby's modefty ; to fay nothing of a 
chapter upon chapters, which I will finifh be- 
fore I flccp— by my great grandfather's wMf- 
kers, I fliall never get half of 'em through thb 
year. 

Take pen and ink in hand, and calculate it 
fairly, brother Toby, faid my father, and it wiH 
turn out a million to one, that of all the parts di 
the body, the edge of the forceps fhould have 
the ill luck juft to fall upon and break down thalL 
one part, which fhould break down the fortunes 
of our houfe with it^ ; , 

It might have been worfe, replied my UBck 
Toby — I don't comprehend, faid my fatUer-^ — 
Supppfe the hip had prefented, replied my uncle 
1 oby, as Dr. Slop foreboded* 

My father reflefted half a minute— —looked 
down 'touched the middle of his forehead 

(lightly with his finger.— 

—True, faid he. 



C tt A P. 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gctt. 49 

CHAP, X. 

IS it not a fteme to make two chapters of what 
paffed in going down one pair of ftairs ? for 
ve are got no farther yet than to the firft. landing, 
and there are fifteen more fteps -down to the bot- 
tom; and for -aught I know, as my father and 
my uncle Toby arc in a talking humour, there 
may be as nrany chapters as fteps, ~ let that be as 
it will. Sir, I can no more help it than my dcfc 
tiny : — A fudden impulfe comes acrofs me— drop 

the curtain. Shandy 1 drop it -Strike a 

lue here acrofs the paper, Triftram,— I ftrike it 
- — and hey for a new chapter ! 

The deuce of any other rule have 1 to govern 

Biyfclf by in this affair' — and if I had one as I 

do all tWngs out of all rule 1 would twift 

k and tear it to pieces, and throw it into the fire 
when I had done— Am I warm ? I am, and the 
caufe demands it— a pretty ftory ! is a man to foU 
low rules-— or rules to follow him ? 

Now this, you muft know, being my chapter 
upon chapters, wTiich I promifed to writ;e before 
I -went to^leep, I thought it meet to eafe my con- 
fdence entirely before I lay down, by telling the 
^rld all I knew about the matter at -once : Is not 
tUs ten times better than to fet out dogmatically 
with a feritentious parade of wifdom, and telling 
the world a ftory of a rpafted horfe — that chap- 
ters relieve the mind-— that they afllft— or impofc 
upon the imagination — and that in a work of this 
dramatic caft they are as ueceiTary as the Shifting 
rf fcenes— with fifty other cold cbnceits, enough 
to cxtinguifti the fire which roafted liim.— O! 
but to underttand this, which is a puiff at the 
Vol, IV. C ftx^ 
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fire of Diana's temple — ^you muft read Longinw 
•—read away — if you. are.'not a jot the wifer by 
reading him the firft time over- never fear — read 
him againr— Aviccnna and Licetus read Arifl* 
tie's metaphyficks forty times through a |Mec(i 
and .never underftood a fingk wordr«— But mak 
the oonfequence-— Avicenaa turned out a dt^ 
rate writer at all kinds of writings — for he wnotti 
book de omni fcribili; and for Licetns (Fortumo) 
though all the world knows he was bom i 
foetus^* of no more than live inches. and a half 

it 
* Ce foetus n'etoit pas plus grand que la paune 
de la main; mais fon pere Tayant examine en qafr* 
lite de Medecin, & ayant trouve que c'etoit qui 
que chofe de plus qu'un Emfcryon, leiit tranfpoiter 
tout vivant a Rapallp, ou il le fit voir a JerSial 
Bardi & a d'autres Medecins du lieu. On trouTi 
qui!' ne lui manquoit rien d'eflentiel a la vie j * 
fon pere pour faire vok un effai de fon experi^oe^ 
antreprit d'achever I'ouvrage de la Nature, & dt 
travailler a la formation de TEnfant avec le- meme 
artifice que cdui dont on fe fert pour faire 6clorrc 
les Poulets en Egypte. II infh-uifit unc Nouriflc 
de tout ce qu'clle avoit a faire, & ayant fait roct- 
tre fon fil dans un four proprement accommod^ 
il reuflit a V clever et a lui faire prendre fes- ac- 
croiflemens neceffaires, par I'uniformite d'une cb> 
leur etrangere mefurde exaftement fur les degrft 
d'unThermometre, ou d'un autre inftrument eqm- 
valent. (Vide Mich. Gluftinian, ne gli Scritt 
Liguri.a Cart. 223. 448.) 

On auroit toujours 6t^ tr6s-fatisfait de Pinduftric 

d'un Pere fi experimente dans 1* Art de la Genera- 

tjon, quand il rfawroit pu pioW^er la vie a fon 

£1$ quepourquelquesmcAsvONX^cfvrc^5«?i^^^\is^^ 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 5 1 

n length, yet he grew to that aftoniftiing height 
a Literature, as to write a book with a title as 

long as himfelf the learned know I mean his 

Gonopfychanthropologia, r^vDn the origin of the 
bunan foul. 

So much for my chapter upon chapta-s, which 
I hold to be the beft chapter in my whole work ; 
and take my word, whoever reads it, is ftill as 
wdl employed, as in picking ftraws, 

CHAP. XI.- 

WE ftiall bring all things to rights, faid my 
father, fetting his foot upon the firft ftep 

from the landing i hisTrifmegiftus, -continueLl 

•y father, drawing his leg back, and turning to 
my' uncle Toby— was the greatefl (Toby,) of all 
tjurtbly beings— he was the greateft king — ^thc 
greateft law^\'cr— the greateft philofopher — and 
the gfeateft prieft—and engineer — faid my uncle 
Toby. — 
— In courle, faid my father* 

C 2 CHAP. 

Mais quand on fe reprefente que TEnfant a vccu 
prcs dc quatre-vingts ans, & que il a compofe 
^trevingts Ouvrages differents tous fruits d'une 
loDgne lefture.— II faut convenir que tout ce qui 
eft incroyable tfdS-pas toujours faux, & que Li 
Vraiiemblance n'eft pas toujour cu c6t6 de la V^- 
nte* 

II n*av<rit que dix-neuf ans lors qu'il compofa 
Gonopfychanthropolog^a de Origine Anima: hu* 
ttanas.. 

(Lcs Enfan» cekbres, revu Sc corriges par M. 
Dc la MoDDojre de i'Academie Francovfe.") 
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CHAP. XII. 

Tsf P how does your miftrefe ? cried m 
J^-thcc, taking, the {ame ftep x>vtr again 
the landing, and calling to Su&nnah, whoi 
faw pafling by the foot of the flairs with a 
pincufluon in her hand — how does your mill 
As well, faidSufannah, tripping by, but wii 
looldng up, as can be expefted — What a fo< 
■I, faid my father! drawing his leg back aga 
let things be as they will, brother Toby, 'tis 
|he predfe anfwer— And how is the child, p 
— No anfwer. And where is Dr. Slop ? a< 
my father, raifing his voice aloud," and loc 
over the ballufters— Sufanaah was out of ] 

IPS' 

Of all the riddles of a married life, faid m 

ther, croffing the landing, in order to fe 

back againft the wall, whilft he propounded 

my uncle Toby — —of all the puzzling rid 

l§id he, in a married ftate, — -—of which you 

truft me, brother Toby, there are more afles ] 

than all Job's Hock oF afles could have ca 

■ there is not one that has more intric^ci 

.it than this ■ ■ that from the very moment 

miftrefs of the houfe is brought to bed, ever 

male in it, from my lady's gentlewoman dov 

the cinder-wench, becomes an inch taller fc 

and give themfelves more airs upon that f 

inch, than all their other inches put togethei 

I think, rather, replied my uncle Toby, 

'tis we who fink an inch lower. If I meet I 

woman with-child — I do it — 'Tis a heavy 

Axpon that half of our fellow-creatures, bn 

Sha 
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ihandy, faid my uncle Toby — ^Tis a piteous bur* 
den upon 'em, continued he, (baking his head; 
^Ycs, ye$, 'tis a painful thing — ^faid my father, 
(baking his head too — ^but certainly, fincc (baking 
of heads came into faftiion, never did two heads 
fliake together, in concert, from two fuch difTcr- 
tnt fprings. 
God blefs 1 *em all— faid my uncle Toby and 
Duce take ) my father, each ^o himfclf. 

CHAP, xiir, 

HOLLA ! you chairman ! > here's fix- 
pence — do ftep into that bookfeller's ihop 
tod call me a day-tail critick* 1 am very willing 
to give any of 'em a crown to help me with lus 
tackling, to get my father and my uncle Toby oft' 
the ftairs, and to put them to bed. 

' J is even high time ; for except a nK>rc 

nap, which they both got whilllTrim was bor* 
ing the jack-boots — —and which, by the by, did 
my father no fort of good upon the fcore of the 
bad hinge — —they have not elfe fhut their eyes, 
Odcc nine hours before the time that Dr. Slop 
iras led into the back parlour in that dirty pickle 
by Obadiah. 

Was every day of my life to be as bufy a day as 
his, and to take up, ■ t ruce 

I will not finifti that fentence till I have made 
in obfervation upon the ftrange ftate of affairs 
)etween the reader and myfelf, juft as things ftand 

ttprefent an obfervation never applicable be- 

brc to any one biographical writer fincc the crea^ 

ion of the world, but to myfelf and I believe 

inll never hold, good to any other, until its final 

deftruflioQ 
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JcArofla o B ■ ' a ncKtherefore for the very nordt^ 
of k sdone, k maft be wonh your worflup's ^ 
tcndkig to. 

I am this month one whok year older than I 
vas this time twelve-month ; and having got, ipi 
yoa perctive, almoft into the middle of my foordl 
volume— -'^^uid no farther than to my firft da/l 
life— -'tis demonftradve that I have three hnndied 
and fixty^oor days more life to write jnft noVj 
than whea I firft let oat ; fo that inftead of ad- 
vancing, as a common writer^ in my work ^ridj 

vhat I have been doing at it on the contrar] 

I am jnft thrown fo many volumes back— Wa 
every day of my life to be as buiy a day as thi 

And why not ? and the tranfaftlooi 

tad opinions of it to take np as much deicriptioi 
-*— And for what reafon &onld they be cut (horti 
95 at this rate I- fliould juft live 364 times faftei 
than I £bould write — ^It muft follow, an' pieali 
your worfhips, that the more I write, the more 
iHaU have to. write — and confequently, tb 
tnore your worfhips read, the more your worfhip 
will have to read. 

Will this be gpod for your worihip's eyes, 
. It Will do well for mine ; and, was it not tha 
«xy Opi n I o n s will be the death of me, I perceiv 
1 fhali lead a fine life of it out of tliis felf fam 
life- bf mine ; or, in other words, ihall lead 
couple of fine lives together. 

As for the propofai of twelve volumes a ydaj 
or a volume a month, it no way alters my pro: 
peel -write as I will, and rufh as I may into th 
DudJle of things, as Horace advifes — I fhall n( 
\tT o^ertakc myielf— whipped and driven to tl: 
lall pinch, at the worft I fhall have one day tt 
ftart of my pen— and one day is enough for tw 

volume 
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[ames-- atnd two volume j|ki|l be enough for 
I year- '^ 

Heaven profper the manufaftures of paper un- 
• this propitious reign, which is now opened to 

as I truft its providence will profi>€r every 

ig elfe in it that is taken in hand. — 
^s for the propagation of geefe — I give myfelf 
concern— Nature is all bountiful ■ ■ I ihall 
er want tools to work with. 
-So then, friend ! you have got my father 
my uncle 7 oby oS the ftairs, and feen them 
bed' And how did you manage it ?■ ■■ 

u drop'd a curtain at the flairs foo t ■ I 
aght you had no other way for it — Here*8 a. 
wn for your trouble. 



CHAP. XIV. 

"^H E N reach me my breeches off the chairy, 
faid my father to Sufannah — ^1 here is 
a moment's time to drefs you, Sir, cried Su- 
lah — the child is. as black in the face as my 
— As your, what ? faid my father, for like 
)rators, he was a dear fearcher into compari*- 
— Blefs me. Sir, faid Sufannah, the child's 

fit And where is Mr. Yorick — Ne- 

where he fhould be, faid Sufannah, but his 
te's in the dreffing-room, with the child upon 

inn, waiting for the name -and my mif- 

bid me run as faft as I could to know, as 
aia Shandy is godfather, whether it; ihould 
be called after him. 

(Ta-e one fure, faid my father to himfelf, 

tching his eye-brow> that the child was ex- 

^ one might as well compUmom my bro«^ 

C 4 thcr 
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ther Toby as tsa/0^ aad 'twould be a pity, » 
fuch a cafe, to ffirow away fo great a name as 
1 riimegiftus upon him— But he may recover. 

No, no — faid my father to Sufannah^ I'll gd 

up — ^ ^There is no time, cried Sufannah, the 

child's as black as my (lice. Trifmegiftus, ^ 

my father But ftay — thou art a leaky vet 

fcl, Sufannah, added my father 5 can'ft thou carry 
Trifmegiftus in thy head, the length of the gal- 
lery without fcatteriug—- Can I ? cried Sufannah; 
Shutting the door in a huff — ^If fhe can, I'll be 
ihot, faid my father, bouncing out of bed in the 
dark, and groping for his breeches. 

Snfannah ran with all fpeed along the gallery. 

My father made all pofiible fpeed to find Us 
breeches. 

Sufannah got the ftart and kept it 



»Tis 'i ris ^ ^fomething, cried Sufannah— 

There is no Chriftian'name in the world, faid the 
curate, beginning with Tris— but Triftram. Then 
'tis Triftram-giftus, quoth Sufannah. 

There is no giftus to it, noodle ! — ■ 'tis 

my own name, replied the curate, dipping his 
hand as he fpoke into the bafon — ^Triftram! 
faid he, &c. &c. &c. &c. fo Triftram was I 
called, and Triftram ftiall I be to the day of my 
death. 

My father followed Sufannah with his 

night-gown acrofs his arm, with nothing more 
than his breeches on, faftened, through hafte, 
with but a fingle button, and that buttoOj 
through hafte, thruft only half into the button- 
hole. 

— ^She has not forgot the name, cried my fa- 
ther, half opening the door — No, no, faid the 
curatCf with a toue o£ i\i\.dV\^^xic^ And 
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the child is better, cried Sufaimah » And 

how does your miftrefs? As well, faidSofannah, 
as can be expefted.. — Pifh ! faid my father, the 
button of his breeches flipping out of the button 
hole — — So that whether the interjeftion was 
levelled at Sufannah, or the button-hole,—— 
whether pifh was an interjeftion of contempt, 
or an interjeAion of modefly, is a doubt, and 
muft be a doubt till I (hall have time to write the 
three following favourite chapters, that is, my 
chapter of chamber-maids — my chapter of pifhes, . 
and my chapter of button-holes.- . 

All the light I. am able to give the reader at' 
prefent is this, that the moment my father cried 

Piih! he whiftM himfelf about and with.- 

his breeches held up. by one hand, and his night- 
gown thrown acrofs the arm of the other^ he rc- 
tvuned along the {^eiy to bed, ibmething lloweni 
than he came. 



G H A P; XV. 

l*Wiih I could write a chapter uponvflecp. 

J, A fitter occafion could never have preiented* 3 

irielf, than what this moment offers, when all the 

curtains of the family are drawn the 

candles put out^*— and no creature's ey^es are opea ; 
but a fingle one, for the other has been fhut thef© j 
twenty years, .of my mother's nurfe. . 

It is a fine fubjeA ! 

And yet, as fine as it is, I would imdertakd 
Ur write a dozen chapters upon button-holes, 
both quicker and with more fame than a fingle 
chaptex upon this. . 

Buttoaj 
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Button-holes f— there is fomething lively in the 
very idea of them — and truft me, when I get 
among them — You gentry with great beards — 
look as grave as you will — 1*11 make mejrry work 
with my button-holes — I (hall have them all to 
mylelf- -Ms a maiden fubjeft — I (hall run fo»l rf 
Bo man's udfdom or fine fayings in it. 

But for fleep • — I know I ftiaU make no- 
thing of it before I begin 1 am do dab 

at your fine fayings in the firft place and 

in the next, I cannot fc r my foul fet a grave face 
tipon a bad matter, and tell the woili 



*tis the refuge of thfe unfortunate the 

cafranchifement of the prifoner the downy 

lap of the hopelefs, the weary and the broken- 
hearted; nor could I fet out with a lye in my 
mor.th by affirming, that of all the fbft and dt* 
Hcious funftions of our nature, by which the 
gre^t author of it, in his bounty, has been 
f leafed to recompenfe the fufFerings wherewith 
his jiift'ce and his good pleafure has -wearied us 

that this is the chiefeft (I know pleafurcs 

worth ten of it) or what happinefs it is to man, 
when the anxieties and paffions of the day arc 
over, and he lays down upon his back, that 
his foul (hall be feated within him,^ that which 
ever way fhe turns her eyes, the heavens (hall 

look calm aridfweet above her no dclire • 

or fear — or doubt that troubles the air, nor any 
difficulty paired, prefent, or to come, that the 
imagination may not pafs over without offence ia 
that fv/ectfeceffion. 

— ** God's bleffing,. faid Sancho. Fancha, be 
f- upon the man who firft invented this felf- 

^* fame thing called fleep- it covers a man all 

*' over like a cloak,'* "^^0%^ x\i^^ vs^.mQY^ to me | 
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is, and it {peaks warmer to my heart and 

ions, than all the dilTertations fqueezed ont 

e heads, of the learned together upon the 

^. 

—Not that I altc^ther difapprovc of what 

aigne advances upofi it •— * 'tis admirable i& 

ly. — (I qoote my memory.) 

e world enjoys: other pleafnrcs, fays he, as 

lo that of (leep, wlthoot taiUng or feeling 

t flips a^d paffes by— We flioold ftndy and 

late upoQvin order to tender proper thanks 

a who grants itto Mt for this end I catife 

f to be diftmi>€d in my fleep,.that I may 

jttcr and more fenfibly rclilhlt And yet 

few, fays^he again, whd lit^e with lefs fleep 
need requires v my body is capable of a 
but not of acViolent and luddiftn agitation-** 
lie of late all yiokrit exwcifci — —I am never 
f with walking — — • but from my youth, I 
liked to ride upon pavements. I love to lie 
and alotie, and even without my wife — ^ 
laft word may ftagger the faith of the world ' 
It remfember, " La Vralfetaibknce (as Baylet 
rs in the afikic of liceti) ti'eft pas toujours du ; 
>t*.td6 la Vetite,? And fo much for iLeepr . 
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CHAP. XVL 

IF my wife will but venture him r brother 
Toby, Trifmegiftusfhallbe drefs'd and brought 
down to us, whilA you and I are getting our break- 
falls together.—-* 

— Goj tellSufannah, Ob^diah, faftep here. 

She is run up flairs, anfwered Obadiah, this 
rery inftant, fobbing and crying, and wringing 
her hands as if her heart would break, r— 

We fliall have a rare month of it,^ faid-my 
father, turning his head from Obadiah, and 
looking wiftfully in ray uncle Toby's face, for 

(bme time — we fliall have, a devilifti month 

of it, brother Toby^ iaid my father, fettiag his 
arms a-kimbo, and fhaking his head ; fire, wa^ 

ter, woman, wind-r-brother Toby ^'Tis fome 

misfortune^ quoth my uncle Toby -^^- That it is, 

cried my father to have fo many.janring 

elements breaking looie, and riding in triumph in 

every corner of a gentleman's houfe -— 

Little boots it to the peace of a famiJy, brotbei 
Toby,, that you and J poflefs pi;rfelves^ and fa 
here filent and unmoved, wlulft fuch a jftorm is 
whiflling over our heads. — 

—And what's the matter, Sufannah —- They 

have called the child Triflram and my 

miftrefs is juft got out of an hyfterick fit about it 
'-r-No ! — 'tis not my fault, faid Sufannah— I told 
him it was Triftram-giftus. 

Make tea for yourfelf, brother Toby, 

faid my father, taking down his hat — but how 
differeot from the falUes and agltatioixs of voice 

and 
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and members which a common reader would 
imagine ! 

— For he (poke in the fwccteft modulation -— 
and took down his hat with the gentlefl move- 
ment of limbsj that ever afflidlion harmonized 
and attuned together. 

—Go to the bowling-green for corporal Trim, 
laid my uncle Toby, ipeaking to Obadiah, as 
foon as my father left the room. 



CHAP. xvn. 

WHEN the misfortune of my ^^ose fell 
ft) heavily upon my father's head, -— ^ 
the jeader remembers that he walked inflantly 
npftairs, and^caft himielf down upon his bed \ 
and from hence, unlefs he has a great infight 
into human nature, he will be apt to exped a ro- 
tation of the fame afcending and defcending 
movements from him, upon this misfortune of 
my NAME $--no. 

The different weight, dear Sir, — — nay even 
the different package of two vexations of the 
fame weightj — mdkes a very wide difference in 
oar manners of bearing and getting through with 

thenw. It is not half an hour ago^ when 

(in the fftsA hurry and precipitation of a poop 
devilV writing for daily bread) L threw a fair 
(heet, which I had jufl fini/hed, and carefully 
wrote out, flap into the fire, inftead of the foul 
one. .. ,. 

loAantly I fnatched off my vng, and threw 
it perpendicularly, with all imaginable violence, 
up to the top of the room — indeed I caught it 
ai it'felL— nbut there was an end of the matter ^ 

nor 
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nor do I think ^any thing elfc in Nature, -would 
have given fuch immediate eafe: She dear God- 
defs, by an inflantaneous impnlfe, in all provoking 
cafes, determines us to a faily of this or that 
place, or pofhire of body, we know not why—' 
But mark, madam, we live amongft nd<dtes asd 
myfteries— the mo(l obvious things^ which come 
in Qur way, have dark fides, which the qoickeft 
fight cannot penetrate into ; aad evtn die deaireft' 
and moft exalted underftandings amongft us find 
ourfelves puzzled and at a lofs in almoXl every 
cranny of nature's works ; fo that this, like a 
thoufand other things, falls out for us in a way,. 
which though we cannot reafon upen it-^yct we 
find ihe good of it, may it pfeafe your reverences 
and youi* worfhipfi — andthat^s 9M>ugh for os. 

Now, my father could not Ik dowft with (his 
affliftion for his life — nor could he carry it tip 
ftairs like the other— He walked cosnpofedly out 
with it to the fifh-pond. 

Had my father leaned his head upon his h<uid, 
and reafoned an hour which way to have gohe — 
reafon, with all her foKe, could not have dired^ed* 
him to any thing like it : there is fcmething. Sir,. 

infifti-ponds but what it»is, Heave to fyilem 

builders and fifh-pond diggers betwixt them to- 
find out — but there is fomethlng, vvpder the firft: 
diforderly tranfport of the humours, fo unaccount- 
ably becalming in an orderly and fober walk to*- 
Wards one of them, that I. have often wondered 
that neither Pythagoras, nor Plato, nor Solo%. 
nor Lycurgus, nor Mahomet, nor any of youl^. 
noted lawgivers, ever gave ^der about thesu . 

G H A t: 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

YOUR Honour faid Trim, fhutting the 
parlour door before he began to fpeak, has 
heard, I imagine, of this unlucky accident — O 
yes, Trim ! faid my uncle Toby, and it gives me 
great concern — I am heartily concerned too, but 
I hope your Honour, replied Trim, will do me 
the juftice to believe, that it was not in the leafl 
owing to me — ^To thee— Trim ! cried my uncle 
Toby,, looking kindly in his face — ^'twas Sufan- 

nah's and the curate's folly betwixt them 

What bufinefs could they have together, an' pleafe 
your Honour, in the garden?— In the gallery, 
thou meaneft, replied my uncle Toby. 

I'rim found he was upon a wrong fcent, and 
flopped fliort with alow bow-— Two misfortunes, 
quoth the corporal to himfelf, are twice as many 
at leaft a9 are needful to be talked over at one 
dme,*— the nufchief the cow has done in breaking 
into the fortifications, may be told his Honour 
hereafter — Trim's cafoiftry and addrefs, under 
the cover of his low bow, prevented all fufpicion 
m my uncle Toby 5 fo he went on with what he 
had to fay to Trim as follows. 

-^-For my own part. Trim, though I can fee 
little or no difference betwixt my nephew's be- 
iag called Triftram or Trifmegiflus — yet as the 
thmg fits fo near my brother^s heart. Trim — — 
I would freely have given a hundred pounds ra- 
ther than it (hould have happened'?— A hundred 
pounds, an' pleafe your Honour, replied Trim, 
-^I would not give a cherry ftone tp boot — ^Nor 

would 
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would I, Trim, upon my own account, ^ 
my uncle 1 oby-— but my brother,, whom 

is no arguing with in this cafe mair 

that a great deal more depends, Trim, 
chriftian names, than what ignorant people 

giae ; for he fays there never was a 

or heroic aftion perfprmed fine© the world 1 

by one called 1 riftram -•" •. — nay he will 

it, 1 rim, that a man can neither be learne 

We, or brave, — • 'Tis all a fancy. 

pleafe your Honour-r-I fought Juft as wel 
plied the corporal, when the regiment calle 
1 rim, as when they called me James But 
And for my own part, faid my uncle 1 
though I fhould blufh to boaft of myfelf, " 
-^yet had my name been Alexander, I could 

done no more at Namur than my duty 

your Honour.l cried Trim, advancing three 
as he fpoke, does a man^ thinlc of his chr 
name when he goes upon the attack?^ — 
when he ftands in the trench. Trim ? < criec 
uncle Toby, looking firm — Or when he em 
breach ? faid Trim, pufhing in between 
chairs—Or forces the lines ? cried my u 
rifing up, and pufhing his crutch like a pike- 
facing a platoon, cried Trim, prefenting his 
like a firelock— Or when he marches up 
glacis, cried my uncle Toby, looking warm 
fetting his foot upon his ftooLrr — - 



CH 
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CHAP. XIX. 

IT father was returned from his walk to 
the fifh-pOnd — and opened the parlour 
• in the very height of th(^attack, juft as my 
e Toby was marching up the glacis— Trim 

vered his arms -^ — never was my uncle 

7 caught riding at fuch a deiperate rate in his 
Alas ! my uncle Toby ! had not a weigh- 
matter called forth all the ready eloquence 
ly father — ^how hadft thou then and thy poor 
5BT-HoRSE too have been infulted ! 
[y father hung up his hat with the fame air 
3ok it down ; and after giving a flight look 
le difbrder of the room, he took hold of 
of the chairs which had formed the corpo- 
breach, and placing it over-againft my uncle 
y, he fat down in it, and as foon as the tea- 
gs were taken away and the door ftiut, lie - 
X out in a lamentation as follows : 



My Father's Lamentation^ 

is in vain longer, faid my father, addrefling 
limfelf as much to Ernulphus's curfe, which 
laid upon the corner of the chimney-piece, 
; to my uncle Toby who fat under it — it is 
ain longer, faid my father, in the moft 
ulous monotone imaginable, to flruggle as 
ve done againft this moft uncomfortable of 
an perfuafions — I fee it plainly, that either 
ny own fins, brother Toby, or the fins and 
5S of the Shandy-family, heaven has thought 
o draw forth the heavieft of its artillery 

againft 
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tgainft SIC ; and that the profperity of my cfiU' 
is the point npon which the wfacde force of it it. 
dircAed to play— Such a thing would batter the 
whole univerie abont our ears, brother UhfoAfi 
iaid my uncle Toby-^if it was lb-— —Unhapiff' 
Triftraml child of wrath I duklof decrepitodei 
interrupdon ! miftake I and dHcontent I \7bal 
one misfortune or dHafter in the book dt c»- 
bryotic evils, that could unmechanize Ihy fran^ 
or entangle thy filamjcnti I which has nol fattm 
upon thj^ head, or ever thou cameft into ib^ 

world what evils in thy padage idto it 1-—^ 

What evils £nce i ^producing into beings k 

the decline of thy father's days— when the pow» 
ers of his imagination and of his body wert 
waxing feeble — ^When radical hc%t and radical ^ 
moifture, the elements which flioiild hav!^ te«w 
per'd thine were drying up ; and nothing left to 

tound thy flamina in, but negations ^tis |nti» 

f»l^ brqther Toby, at the bcft, and called out 

for all the lUtle helps that care and att<»ition on 
both fides could give it. But how were we de- 
feated ! You know the event, brother Toby, — 
'tis too melancholy a one to be repeated now,-^ 
when the few animal fpirits I was worth in the 
world, and with which memory, fancy and 
quick parts fiioutd have been conveyed — we're all 
difperfed, confufed, confounded, Mattered, and 
fent to the devil. 

Here then was the time to have put a flop to 
this perfecution again ft him ;•— and tried an ex- 
periment at leaft— whether calmnefe and fere- 
nity of mind in your filler, with a due attention, 
brother Toby, to her evacuations and repleti- 
ons and the reft of her non-natnr»ls, might 

not^ in a courfe-of nine months geftation, have 
_ fet 
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all things to rights My child was bereft 

'hefe ! What a teazing life did fhc lead 

elf, and confequently her foetas too, with 
nonfeoiical aaxiety of hers about lying-in in 
n ? 1 . thought my Mcr fubmitted with the 

itcft patience, replied my uncle Toby 

tver heard her utter one fretful word about 
•She fumed inwardly, cried my father j and 
, let me tell you, brother, was ten times 
fe for the ehild and then ! what bat- 
did fhe fight with me, and what perpetual 
ms about the nddwfe—— There fhe gave 

t, faid my undc Toby ^Vent ! cried my 

ler, looking up. 

lut what was all this, my dear Toby, to the 
ries done us by my child's coming head fore- 
I inco the world, when all I wifhed in this 
:ral wreck of his frame, was to have fav«d 

little caflcet unbrokej unriflcd. 

^th all my precautions, how was my fyflem 
led topfy turvy in the womb with my child ! 
head expofed to the h^d of violence, and a 
lure of 470 pounds overdupois weight afting 
)erpendicularly upon its apex— —that at this 
r 'tis ninety per Cent, infurance, that the fine 
work of the intellcftual web be not rent and 
i to a thoufand tatters. 

Still we could have done. Fool, 

:omb, puppy g^ve him but a nosf 

)ple. Dwarf, Driveller, Goofccap — (fhape 
as you will) the door of Fortune flands open 
i Licctus ! Licctus ! . had I been bleft with 
»tus five inches long and a half, like thee-^ 
might have done her worfl, 

SdU 
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Still, brother Toby, there was one caft of the 

dye left for our ch'dd after all O Triftram! 

Triftram ! Triftram \. 

We will fend for Mr, Yorick, (aid myundt , 

Toby. 

— You may fend for whom you will, rcplkd 

my father. 

C H A P. XX. 

WHAT a rate have I gone on at, curvet* 
ing and friflcing it away, two up and 
two down, for four volumes together, withoat.| 
looking once behind, or even on one fide of me, 
to fee whom I trod upon ! — I'll tread upon no \ 
one,— <juoth I to myfelf when I mounted — 1*11 i 
take a good rattling gallop ; but I'll not hurt the j 
jHDoreft Jack-afs upon tlie road—— So off I fet— 1 

up one lane down another, through this . 

turn-pike— over that, as if the arch-jockey of 
jockeys had got behind me. 

Now ride at this rate with what good intenti- 
on and refolution you may, — 'tis a million to one 
you'll do fome one a mifchief, if not yourfelf 

He's flung he's off he's loft. 

his hat he's down — he'll break his neck — 

fee— if he has not gallopped full amongft the fcaf- 
folding of the undertaking criticks — he'll knock 
his brains out again ft fome of their pofts — he's 
bounced out ! — look — he's now riding like a 
madcap full tilt through a whole crowd of pain- , 
ters, fidlers, poets, biographers, phyficians, 
lawyers, logicians, players, fchoolmen, church^ 
men, flatefmen, foldiers, cafuifts, connoifleurs, 
prelates, popes, and engineers — Don't fear, faid 
I — ril not hurt the pooreft jack-afs upon the 

king's 
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ig*s high-way— Bat your horfe throws dirt ; 
youVe fplafh'd a VUhop —I hope in God 'twas 
y Emulphus, faid I— *But you have fquirted 
I in the faces of MeflT. Le Moyne, De Romig- 
and De Marcdlly, doftors of the Sorbonne— 
at was laft year, replied I— But you have 
d this moment upon a king. — Kings have bad 
eson't, iaid I, to be trod upon by fuch peo- 
as me. 

—You hare done it, replied my accufer. 
[ deny it, quoth I, and fo have got oif, and 
e am I (landing with my bridle in one hand, 
1 with my cap in the other, to tell my ftory 
^nd what is it? You fhall hear in the next 
pter. 

C H A P. XXI. 

^ S * Francis the firft of France was one 
\^ winterly night warming himfclf over the 
l>ers of a wood fire, and talking with his firft 
lifter of fundry things for the good of the ftate 
t would not be amus, ikid the King, ftirring 
the embers with his cane, if this good under- 
iding betwixt ourfelves and Switzerland was 
ttle ftrengthened — There is no end, Sire, re- 
d theminifter, in giving money to thefe peo» 
—they would fwallow up the treafury of 
nee — ^Poo ! poo ! anfwered the king-*-therc 
more ways, Monf. le Premier, of bribing 
es, befides that of giving money— I'll pay 
itzerknd the honour df ftanding godfather 
my next child — Your majefty, faid the mi- 
er, in fo doing, would have all the gramma- 
rians 
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rians in Europe upon your back ;— Switzci 
as a republic, being a female, can in no 
ftruftion be godfather-— She may be godm 
replied Francis, haftily — fo announce my 
tion by a courier to-morrow morning. 

I am aftonifhed, faid Francis the Firft, 
day fortnight) fpeaking to his miaifter as i 
tered the clofet, that we have had no a 
from Switzerland — Sire, I wait upon yo 
moment, faid Monf. le Premier, to lay 1 
you my difpatches upon that bufmefs— -** 
take it kindly ? faid the king— They do, 
replied the minifter, and have the higheft 
of the honour your majefty has done then 
but the republic, as godmother, claims her 
in this cafe, of naming the child. 

In all reafon, quoth the king fh< 

chriften him Francis, or Henry, or Lew 
fome name that (he knows will be agreea 
us. Your majefty is deceived, replied th 
niftep^I have this hour received a difpatch 
our refident, with the determination of tl 
publick on that point alfo — And what nam 
the republick fixed upon for the Dauphin f 
Shadrach, Mefhech, and Abed-nego, repli< 
minifter.— By faint Peter's girdle, I will 
nothing to do with the Swift, cried Franc 
Firft, pulling up his breeches and walking 1: 
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nir baaoor flanda pawa'd already in this 
r, aiifwcired Moof. le Premier 
en Monil Ic Pmmwr, iwd the king, by- 
go to war with 'cm. 

CHAP. XXII. 

iBEIT, gentle reader, I have lufted ear- 
neftly,. and endeavoured carefully (ac- 
^ to the meafiire of fuch flender (kill as 
tas vQuchfa&d' me, and as convenient lei-> 
om other occafions of needful profit and 
fill paAime have permitted) that the{e lit- 
3ks, which I here put into thy hands, 
ftand inftead' of many bigger books— yet 
carried myfclf towards thee in fuch fan- 
uife of carelefe difport, that right fore am 

ned now to entreat thy lenity ferioufly 

:eching thee to believe it of me, that in 
•ry of my father and his chrillen-names, 
ad nO' thoughts of treading upon Francis 
ft— -nor in the affair of the nofe-— -upon 
I the Ninth — nor in the character of my. 

Poby o f charafterizing the militiating 

of my country the wound upon his 

is a wound to every comparifon of that 
— nor by Tiim, that I meant the duke 
nond— — or that my book is wrote a- 

jredeftination, or free-will, or taxes • 

wrote ag^nft any thing, 'tis wrote, 

lie yqur worfhips, againft the fpleen ; in 
by a more frequent and a more convul- 
:vation and deprefSon of the diaphragm, 
c fuccuffations of the intercoftal and ab- 
1 mnfclcs in laughter, to drive the gall 

and 
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and other bitter juices from the gall-bladder 
ver and Iweet-bread of his Majefty^s fubje£^s, 
all the inimicidous paf&ons which bdiobg to tl 
down into their duodenums. 



CHAP. XXIIL 



B 



U T can the thing be om 

Yorick ? faid my lkthcr-»— 

in my opinion, continued he, it cannot. 

a vile Canonift, replied Yorick but< 

evils, holding fufpenfe to be the moll termer 
we (hall at leaft know the worft of this m 
I hate thefe great dinners— faid my father— 
The fize of the dinner is not the point, anft 
Yorick ■ ■ we want, Mr. Shandy, to dive 
the bottom of this doubt, whether the nam 
be changed or not a nd as the bear< 

fo many commiflaries, officials, advocates, 
tors, regifters, and of the moft able of our f 
divines and others, are all to meet in the n: 
of one table, and Didius has fo preflingly ii 
you,—- who in your diftrefs would mifs fui 
occafion ? All that is requifite, continued Y< 
is to apprise Didius, and let him manage a 
verfation after dinner fo as to introduce th^ 

jeft— ^Then my brother Toby, crie 

father, clapping his two hands together, (hi 
with us* 

■ Let my-old tye wig, quoth m; 

dc Toby, and my laced regimentals, be hu 
the fire all night. Trim. 



C^Vi. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

'\TO doubt. Sir, there is a 

J^ whole chapter wanting here — 
t a chafm of ten pages made in the book by 

^but the book-binder is neither a fool, or 

uiave, or a puppy nor is the book a jot 

>re imperfeft,. (at leaft upon that fcore) 

t, on the contrary, the book is more perfcft 
d complete by wanting the chapter, than -having 

as I ihall demonftrate to your reverences in 

b manner 1 queftion firll by the bye, whe- 

cr the fame experiment might not be made as 

ccefsfully upon fundry other chapters but 

vat is no end, an' pleafe your reverences, in try- 
|[ -experiments upon chapters — we have had 
KHigh of it — So there's an end of that matter. 

But before I begin my demonftration, let me 
ily tell you, that the chapter which I have torn 
0^ and which otherw'ife you would all have been 

tdjj^g juft now, inftead of this, was the 

cicripdon of my father's, my uncle Toby's, 
"rim's, and Obadiali's fetting out and journeying 
> the vifitations at * * * *. 

We'll go in the coach, faid my father 

lithee, have the arms been altered, Obadiah ? 
It would have made my ftory much 
stter, to have begun with telling you, that at 
ic time my mother's arms were added to the 
bandy's, when the coach was repainted upon 
ly father's m^riage, it hrid fo fallen out, that 
le coach painter, whether by performing all 
is works \iith the left-hand, like Tuipelius 

Vol. IV. D 



'94^ ^hc Life aiid Opinioms of 
the Romau, or Hans Holbein of Bafil- 
^her 'twas more from the blunder of 
than hand— or whether ; laftly, it was 
finifler turn, which every thing relatii 
family was apt to take — It fo fell out, 
to our reproach, that inftead of the bet 
which fince Harry the eighth's reign wa 
;Our due — a bend^finifter, by fome of th 
<ties, had been drawn quite acrofs the fie 
"Shandy-arms. *Tis fcarce credible that 
of fo wife a man as my father was, co 
much incommoded with fo fmall a matt 
word coach — let it be whofe it would— 
man, or Coach-horfe, or coach-hire, cc 
be named in the family, but he conftai 
plained of carrying this vile mark of ill 
upon the door of his own , he never 
able to ftep into the coach, or out of it 
turning round to take a view of the s 
making a vow at the fame time, that i 
jafl time he would ever fet his foot in it 

the bend-finifter was taken out but 

affair of the hinge, it was one of the ma 
which the Deftinies had fct down in th 

ever to be grumbled at (and in wift 

than ours,)— but never to be mended. 

— Has the bend-finifter been brufh< 
fay? faid my father — There has beer 
brufhed out, Sir, anAvered Obadiah, 
lining. We'll go o' horll'back," faid ir 

turning to Yorick ^of all things in i. 

except politicks, the clerg}^ know th( 

heraldry, Md Yorick No matter 

cried my father — I /houM he lorry to ar 
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1 the bend-finiftcr, faid my undc Toby, put- 
on his tye-wig No, indeed, faid my 

n- — you may go with my aunt Dinah to a 
ition with a bend-fmifter, if you think fit — 
poor uncle Toby blufhed. My father was 

d at himfelf No my dear bro»- 

Toby, faid my father, changing his tone— 
the damp of the coach-lining about my loins, 
give me the fciatica again, as it did Decern- 
January and February laft winter— fo if you 
e you (hall ride my wife's pud- and as yon 
;o preach, Yorick, you had better make the 
of your way btfore,-— and leave me to take 
of my brother '1 oby, and to follow at our 
rates. 

ow the chapter I was obliged to tear out, 
the defcription of tliis cavalcade, in which 
oral Trim and Obadiah, upon two coach- 
es a-breaft, led the way as ilow as a patrole 
hilft my uncle 7 oby, in his laced regimentals 
tye-wig, kept his rank with my father, in 
• roads and diflertations alternately upon the 
.ntage of learning and arms, as each could 
Jieflart. 

— But the painting of this journey, upon 
rwing it, appears to be fo much above the 
and manner of any thing elfe I have been 
to paint in this book, that it could not have 
lined in it, without depreciating every other 
!; and deftroying at the iame time that ne- 
ry equipoife and balance, (whether of good 
bad) bctwbtt chapter and chapter, from 
Qce the juft propoi tions and harmony of the 
le work refults. For my own pait, i am but 
fet up in the bufinefs, fo know fo little about 
but, in my opinion, to write a book is for all 
Da t^ 
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the world like humming a fong — be but in 
with yourfelf. Madam, 'tis no matter hov 
or how low you take it. 

— This is the reafon, may it pleafe yom 
•rences, that fome of the lowed and flatteft 
pofitions pafs off very well (as Yorick to 
uacle Toby jone night) by fiege — My uncle 
looked brifk at the found of the word ficg 
could neither make head or tail of it. 

Fm to preach at court next Sunday, fai 

menas run over my notes —fo I humme 

Dr. Homenas's notes — the modulation's vei 
— -'twill do, Homenas, if it holds on at tl 
-•— fo on I hummed — and a tolerable tune 1 1) 
it was 5 aftd to this hour, may it pleafe y 
verences, had never found out how lo'w 
flat, how fpiritlefs and jejune it was, but i 
of a fuddcn, up ftarted an air in the middl 

fo fine, fo rich, fo heavenly it -earn 

foul up with it into the other world ; now 
(as Montaigne complained in a parallel ac 
— had I found the declivity eafy, or the afc 
ceffible — certes I had been outwitted — ^ 
Your notes, Homenas, I fhould have fa 

good notes, but it was fo perpen 

a precipice— fo wholly cut oft' from the 
the work, that by the firft note I humi 
found myfelf flying into the other worl 
from thence difcovered the vale from wh 
came, fo deep, fo low, and difmal, that 
never have the heart to defcend into it agai 

jn^- A dwarf who brings a ftandard alon 
him to meafure his own fize — take my wor 

dwarf in more articles than one / 

much for tearing out of chapters. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

— 21^ ^f ^^ ^^ ^^^ cutting it all into Slipi?, 
1^ and giving them about him to light their 
ics !— ^*l"is abominable, anfwered Didius ; it 
Hild not go unnoticed, faid doftor Kylhrciiis — 
he was of the Kifarcij of the Low Countries. 
Methinks, faid Didius, half rifmg from his 
lir, in order to remove a bottle and a tall de- 
iter which Aood in a dire^ line betwixt him 

i Torick, ^you might have fpared this 

caftic fboke, and have hit upon a more proper 
ICC, Mr. Yorick — or at leaft upon a more pro- 
r occafion to have fhewn your contempt of 
lat we have been about : If the fermon is of no 
tier worth than to light pipes with — 'tv/as cer- 
nly, .Sir, not good enough to be preached be- 
TC fo learned a body ; and if 'twas good enough 
be preached before fo learned a body— 'twas 
tainly. Sir, too good to light their pipes with 
erwards. 

— I have got him fail hung up, quoth Didius 
himfelf, upon one of the two horns of my di- 
oma — let him get off as he can. 
I have undergone fuch unfpeakable torments, 
bringing forth this fermon, quoth Yorick, up- 
this occafion, — tliat I declare, Didius, I would 
fcr martyrdom — and if it was poflible my 
rle with me, a thoufand times over, before I 
mid fit down and make fuch another : I was 
Bvered of it at the wrong end of me — it came 
m my head inftead of my heart — and it is 
: the pain it gave me, both in the writing and 
etching of it, that I revenge myfelf of it, in 
it msumer. — To preach, to fhew l\ve ^»XtTi\. ol 

D 3 ONW 
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our readmgy or the Tabtleties of our w! 
fade it in me eyes of the vulgar, with 
garljr accounts of a little kari^ng, tmf 
with a few words which gEttcr, but co: 
Kght and leis warmth— is a diftipneft u 
poor jfmgle half hour in a week which i 
our hands — ^^is not preaching ihe go 
ouriehes-— For my own part, condnuet 
I had rather direft five words point bla 

heart. , 

As Yorick pronounced the word pcii 
my uncle Toby roCe up to fay fometh 
projectiles-— when a fingje word, and i 
uttered irom the oppofite fide of the tal 
every one's ears towards it— a word of ; 
in the dictionary the laft in that place* t 
7)efted— a word I am afhamed to write- 
be written^— inuft be read j— illegal— un 
^— guefs.ten thoufand guefles, multip 
themftlves — rack — torture your inveti 
ever, you are where you was — In ihort 
It in the next chapter. 



CHAP. XXVIL 
OUNDS! 



-ds! cried Phi 



partly to himfeif— and yet high enouf 
heard — and what feemed odd, 'twas utt< 
conftruftion of look, and in atone of voi< 
V^hat between that of a man in amazeSn 
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oics as plainly as a third or a fifth, or any other 
lord in mufick — were the moft puzzled and 
srpleked with it — the concord was good in itfclt 
-but then 'twas quite out of the key, and no 
'ay applicable to the fubjeft darted j fp that with 
J their knowledge, they could not tell what in 
le world to make of it. 

Others who knew nothing of mufical exprel- 
on, and merely lent thtir ears to the plain im- 
ort of the word, imagined that Phutatorius, who 
vsLS fomewhat of a cholerick fpirit, was juil go- 
ig to fnatch the cudgels out of DidJus's hands, 
I order to bcmawl Yorick to fome purpofe — and 
hat the defperate monofyllable Z — ds was the 
xordium to an oration, which, as they judged 
lom the fample, prelaged but a rough kind of 
i»ndling of him ; fo that my uncle Toby's good 
laturc ftlt a pang for what Yorick was about to 
mdcrgo. But- leeing Phutatorius flop fhort, 
rithottt any attempt or defire to go on — a third 
ttrty began to fuppofe, that it was no more than 
in involuntary refpiration, cafually forming itfelf 
nto the fhape of a twelve-penny oath — without 
:he fin or fubftance of one. 

Others, and efpecially one or two who fat next 
bim, looked upon it, on the contrary, as a real 
md fubftantial oath prepenfly formed againft Yo- 
rick, to whom he was known to bear no good 
liking — which faid Oath, as my father philofo- 
jAlzed upon it, aftually lay fretting and fuming 
tt that very time in the upper regions of Phuta- 
ixias's purtenance ; and fo was naturally, and 
Kxording to the due courfe of things, firft 
qneezed out by the fudden influx ot blood, 
riiich was driven into the right ventricle of Phu- 
D 4 tatorius's 
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tatorius*s heart, by the ftroke of-fnrprife which fe 
iSrange a theory of preaching had exdted. 

How fiaely we argue upon miftaken fafts ! 

There was not a Ibul bufled in all thefe varioos 
reafonings upon the monofyllable which Fhutato- 
rius uttered,— who did not take this for granted, 
proceeding upon it as from an axiom namely, that 
Phutatorius's mind was intent upon the fubjeft of 
debate which was arifing between Didius and 
Yorick ; and indeed as he looked firft towards 
the one, and then towards the other, \yith the 
air of a man liftening to what was going forwards, 

who would not have thought the fame ? bnt 

the truth was, that Phutatorius knew not odc 
word, or one fy liable of what was paifing— but 
his whole thoughts and attention were taken up 
with a tranfaAion which was going forwaids at 
that very inftant within the precinfts of his own 
Galligafkins, and in a part of them, where of all 
others he flood moft interefted to watch acd 
dents : So that notwithftanding he looked witk 
all the attention in the world, and had gradually 
fcrewed up every nerve and mufcle in his face, 
to the utmoft pitch the inftrument would bear, in 
ordqr, as it was thought, to give a fharp reply to 
Yorick, who fat over againft him — Yet I fay, 
was Yorick never once in any domicile of Phuta- 
torius's brain — but the true caufe of his exclanw- 
tion lay at leaft a yard below. 

This I will endeavour to explain to you with 
all imaginable decency. 

You muft be informed then, that Gaftriphercs, 
who had taken a turn into the kitchen a little b^ 

fore dinAer, to fea how things went on ob- 

ierving a wicker-baiket of fine chefnuts flandiog 
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ipon the drefler, had ordered that a hundred or 
wo of them might be roafted and fent in, as 
bon as dinner was over — Gaftripheres infordng 
lis orders about them, that Didius, but Phutato- 
ius, efpecially were particularly fond of 'era. 

About two minutes before the time that my- 

ncle Toby interrupted Yorick*s harangue^ 

Jaftripheres's chefnuts were brought in — and as 
•hutatorius's fondnefs for c'em, was uppermoft 
1 the waiter's head,^ be laid them direftly before . 
^hutatorius, wrapt up hotiiL a cleaa xlamafk- nap- 
in. 

Now whether it was phyfically impoffiblcy: 
irith half a dozen.han* all thruft into the nap- 
in at a time —but that fome one chefnut, of 
lore life and rotundity than tfefe reft, ,muft be. 
at in motion.^ it fo feUr out, ^ however, .that one 
rajs aftuaUy. fent' rolling off riie.taible j ,and as 

'hutatorius fat ftraddUng under it fell per- 

endicularly into that particular aperture of Phu- - 
ttorius's breeches, for which, to the ihame and 
i^^licacy of oun language be it fppke, there is 
o chafte word throughout all J6hhf<^n*8' diftio- 
iry — let it fuffice to fay—it was that particular 
pcrturc, which in all good focieties, the laws of 
ecorum do ftriftly require, like the temple of 
ftnus (in peace at leail) to Ix univerfally j(hut 

P- 

The negleft of this punftilio.4n Phutatorius 
xrhich by the bye (houM be- a warning to all 
laokind) had opened a.d6or to this accident. — 

——Accident, I%call it, in compliance 
y a received mode of fpealung,-— but in no op« 
ofition to the opinion either of Acrites or My- 
iogeras in this matter ; I know they were boibw - 
repoBelTcd aadfuiiyj)erfi]ad^ oi il^-^Xk^^^ ^<^^^ 
- D 5; ^^^^^ 
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this hour, That there was nothing of acddcnt is 
the whole event — but that the chefnut's taking 
that particular'courfe, and in a manner of its own 
accord— —and then failing with all its heat di- 
reAly into that one particular place, and no other 
— was a real judgment upon Fhutatorius, for 
that filthy and obfcene treatife de Coccubinis red- 
nendis which Phutatorius had publKhed aboot 
twenty years ago— and was that identical 
week going to ^ve the world a ieccnd edition 
i»f. 

It is not my bufmefs to dip my pen in this 
controverfy — much undoubtedly may be wrote 
on both fides of the queftion — all that concerns 
me as an hiftorian, is to reprefent the matter of 
fiaft, and render it credible to the reader, that 
the hiatus in Phutatorius's breeches was fuffi- 

ciently wide to receive the chcfnut 5 and thai 

the chefnut, fome how or other, did fall pcrpcDf 
dicularly and pping hot into it, without Phuta- 
torius's perceiving it, or any one elfe at that 
time. 

The genial warmth which the chefnut im- 
parted,, was not undeleftable for the firft twenty 
or five and twenty feconds, — and did no more 
than gently folicit Phutatorius's attention towards 

the part : But the heat gradually increat 

ing, and in a few feconds more getting beyond 
the point of all fobel- pleafurc, and then advanc- 
ing with all fpeed into the regions of pain, ■ 

the foul of Phutatorius, together with all his 
ideas, his thoughts, his attention, his imagina- 
tion, judgment, refolution, deliberation, raticd- 
nation, memory, fancy, with ten battalions 
i)f animal fpirits, all tumultuoufly crowded 
tiowDs through d^ereiit A^fik^ mi circuits, to. 
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the place "in danger, leaving all his upper re- 
gions, as you may imagine, as empty as my 
purie. 

With the beft intelligence, which all thefe meC- 
fengers could bring him back, Phutatorius was 
hot able to dive into the fecret of what was go- 
ing forwards below, nor could he make any 
kind of conjefture, what the devil was the ijiat- 
tcr with it : However, as he knew not what the 
true caufp might turn out, he deemed it moft 
prudent, in the jRtuation he was in. at prefent, to 
bear it, if poffible, like a ftoic 5 . which, with, 
the help of fome wry faces and compurfions of 
the mouth, he had certainly accompUfhed, had 

his imamnation continued neuter^ but the 

failles of the. imagination are ungovernable in 

things of this kind' a; thought inftantly 

darted into his mind, that tho'* the anguilh had 

the fenfation of glowjqg heat it-, might, not- 

withilanding that, be a bite as well as a burn ^ . 
and if fo, that poffibly a Newt or- an Aiker, or 
ibme fuch detefted reptile, had crept up, and 
was faftemng Ms teeth— —the horrid idea oi 
•which, with a frefti glow of pain>arifmg that in- 
ft'ant from the chefnut, , feized Phutatorius with a 
iudden panick, and' m the. firft terrifying difor- 
der of the paflioa it threw. him,. as it:has done 
the beft generals upon earth, quite off his 

guard ;r the effect jof which was this, that 

fie leapt incontinently up,, uttering as he rofe. 
that interjeftion of furprife fo much dtfcanted' 
upon, with the. apofi6peflkk;break. after it, 

marked^, thus, . Z \ ds - — which, though 

uot ftriftly canonieal, was ftilt as little as any 

man could have faid upon the occafion 5 ■ — . 

aod which,, by the bye, ^whether canonical os^ 
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not, Phutatorius could no more help than 
could the caufe of it. 

Though this has taken up fome time in 
narrative, it took up little more time in the tr; 
aftion, thanjuft to allow time for Phutato 
to draw forth the chefnut, and throw it de 

vith violence upon the floor and f<jr 

rick to rife from his chair, and pick the c 
nut up. 

It is curious to obitrve the trfumph 6f fl 

incidents over the mind \ What inci: 

ble weight they have in forming and goven 
our opinions^ both of men and things,*—- 
trifles light as. air, fliaU waft a belief intp 
foul, and plant it fo immoveable within iti- 
that Euclid's demonftrations, could they 
brought CO butter it in breach> fhould not all 1 
power to overthrow it. 

Yorick, I faid, picked up the chefnut wl 
Phutatorius's wrath had flung down — the ad 
was trifling^ — I am afliamed to. account for 
he did it, for no reafon, but that he thought 
chcfiiut not a jot worfe for the adventure- 
that he held a good chefnut worth ftooping 
— But this incidciit, tiifling as it was, wroi 
diflferenrly in Phutatorius's head : He confide 
this aft of Yorick's in getting off his chair, 
picking up the chefnut, as a plain acknowl( 
meat ill him, that the che^hut was originally 
— and in conrfe, that it muft have been the o'" 
of the chefnut-, and no one eife, who could 1 
played him fuch a prank with it : What gre 
confirmed him in this opinion, was this, 
the table being parallclogrammical and very i 
row, it afforded a fair opportunity for Yor 
who fat dircftly over-agaiuft Phutatorius, of J 

I 
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ping the chefnut in and confequcntly that 

he did it. The look of fomething more than 
fufpicion, which Phutatorius caft full upon Yo- 
rick as thefe thoughts arofe, too evidently I'poke 
his opinion — And as Phutatorius was naturally 
fnppofed to know more of the matter than any 
pafon befides, his opinion at once became the 
general one ;— and for a reafon very different 

from any which have been yet given in a 

Gtde time it was put out of all manner of dii- 
pute. 

When great or unexpefted events fall out up- 
on the ftage of this fublunary world— the mind 
of man, which is an inquifitive kind of a i'ub- 
ftance, naturally takes a flight, behind the fcencs, 
to fee what is the caufe and firft fpring of them 

* The fcarch was not long in this in- 

ftance. 

It was well known that Yorick had never a 
good opinion of the treatife which Phutatorius 
had wrote de Concubinis retinendis, as a thing 

which he feared had done hurt in the world 

and 'twas eafily found out, that there was a 
fflyftical meaning in Yorick's prank — —and 
that his chucking the chefnut hot into Phutato- 
das*s ***— ****j was a farcaftical fling at his 

book the doftrines of which, they faid, 

had inflamed many an honeft man in the fame 
place. 

This conceit awaken'd Somnolentus made 

Agelaftes fmile and if you can recolleft the 

precife look and air erf a man's face intent in 
finding out a riddle — it threw Gaftripheres^s into 
that form— and in fliort was thought by many 
to be a mafter-ftroke of arch wit. 

This^ as the. reader has feen from oue end to 

the 
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the other, was as grounJlefs a9 the dreams of 
philolbphy : Yorick, no doubt, as Shakefpear 
faid of his anceftor — ^^-** was a man of jeft," 
but it was tempei'd with fomething which with- 
held him from that, and many other ungracious 
pranks, of which he has undefervedly borne the 
blame, — but it was his misfortune all his lifelong 
tojbear the imputation of laying and doing a 
tlioufand things of which (unlcfs my efteem 
blinds me) his nature was incapable. All I 
blame him for or rather, all I blame and al- 
ternately like him for, was that fingularity of 
his temper, which would never fuffer him to 
take pains to fet a ftory right with the world, 
however in his power. In every ill ufage of that 
fort, he afted precifely as. in the affair of his lean 

horie he could Jlave explained it to his 

honour, but his fpirit was above it 5 and befides 
he ever looked upon the invaitor, the propaga* 
tor and believer of an illiberal report alike fo in- 
jurious to him,: he could not ftoop to tell his 

ftory to them,— and fo trufted to time and truth, 
to do it for him. 

This heroic caft produced him inconveniences 
in many refpefts in the.prefent, it was fol- 
lowed by the fixed refenrment of Phutatorius,, 
who, as Yorick had juft.made an end of his 
chefnut, rofe up from his chair a fecond time,, 
to let him know it — which indeed he did with a . 

fmile 5 faying only. that he. would endeavott^ . 

not to forget the obligation. 

But you muil.mark and carefully feparate and. 
diftinguifh thefe two things in your mind. 

—The fmile was for the company^ 

—The threat was for Yorick. 
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CHAP XXVIII. 

/*>AN you tell me, quoth Phutatorius, 

V^ Ipeaking to Gaftripheres who fat next 

to him— for one would not apply to a furgeon in 

fo fooliih an affair, can you tell me, 

Gaftripheres, what is beft to take out the 
fire?— — Alk Eugenlus, faid Gaftripheres 
'I hat greatly depends, faid Eugenius, pre- 
tending ignorance of the adventure, upon the 

nature of the part —If it is a tender part, 

and a part which can conveniently be wrapt up 
^-^It is both the one and the other, replied Phu- 
tatorius, laying his hand as he fpoke, with an 
emphatical nod of his head upon the part in 
queftion, and lifting up his right leg at the fame 
time to eafe and ventilate it — If that is the cafe, 
faid Eugenius, I would advife you, Phutatoriu? , 
not to tamper jvith it by any means 5 but if you 
willfcnd to the next printer, and truft your cure 
to fuch a fimple thing as a foft ftieet of paper 

juft come off the prefs you need do nothing 

more than twift it round The damp paper, 

quoth Yorick (who fat next to his friend Euge- 
nius) though I know it has a refreftiing cool- 
nefs in it — yet I prefume is no more than the ve- 
hicle and that the oil and lampblack with 

which the paper is fo ftrongly impregnated, doe& 

thebuiinefs Right,, faid Eugenius, and is of 

any outward application I would venture to re- 
commend the moft anodyne and fafe. 

Was it my cafe, faid Gaftripheres, as the. 
main thing is the oil and lampblack, I ftiould 
fpread them, thick upon a raa, ?lxi4. c\ac^ *v^ ^^'^ 
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direftly. That would make a very devil of it, 

replied Yorick And befidcs, added Euge- 

nius, it would not anfwer the intention, which is 
the extreme neatnefs and elegance of the prc- 
fcription, which the faculty hold to be half in 
hal f ■ for confider, if the type is a very finall 
one, (which it ftiould be,) the fanative particles,, 
which come into contaft in this form, have the 
advantage of being fpread fo infinitely thin and 
with fuch a mathematical equality (frejfh para- 
graphs and large capitals excepted) as no art of 
management of the fpatula can come up t€>. It 
falls out very luckily, replied Phutatorius, that 
the fecond edition of my treatife de Concubinis 

retinendis, is at this inftant in the prefs You 

may take any leaf of it, faid Eugeoius— — 
No matter which— —provided, quoth Yorick, 
there is no bawdry in it. — > 

They are juft now, replied Phutatorius, print- 
ing off the ninth chapter— ——which is the laft 

chapter but one in the book Pray what is 

the title to that chapter, faid YoricTc, making a 
rcfpeftful bow to, Phutatorius as . he fpok e ■ ■ ■ 
I think, anfwered Phutatorius, 'ds that, de re 
concubinaria. 

For Heaven's fake, . keep out of that chapter, 
quoth Yorick. 

By all mean s ■■ — added £ngenius«. 



CHAP. XXIX.. 



■N 



O W, quoth Didius, rilrhg apj.. 
_ and laying his right-hand with' 

his fingers fpread upon his breaft-— harf 

fach a blunder abouta cWi&\2«k-t^axsi^V^i^^et!ie^ 
1^ \i^\<aw. 
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Deforc the reformation (It happened the 

lay before yefterday, quoth my unde Toby to 
bimielf) and when baptifm was adminiAcred in 
Latin ^Twas all in Englifh, faid my un- 
cle Many things might have coincided 

with it, and upon the authority of fundry de- 
creed cafes, to have pronounced the baptifm 
null, with a. power of giving the child a new 

name Had a prieft, for inftance, which was 

no uncommon thing, through ignorance of the 
Latin tongue, baptized a child of Tom-o'StUei , 

innomino patriae & filia & fpiritum fanftos 

the baptifm was held null— I beg your pardon, 

replied Kyfarcius, in that cafe, as the mif- 

C^e was only in the terminations, the baptifm 
vas valid — and to have rendered it null, the 
blunder of the prieft fhould have fallen upon 
the iirft fyllable of each noun — and not, as in 

your cafe, upon the laft. 

My father delighted in fubtleties of this kind, 
and liftened with infinite attention. 

Gaftripheres, for example, continued Kyfarci- 
us, baptizes a child of John Stradling's in Go- 
mine gatris, &c. &c. inftead of in Nomine pa- 

tris, &c.— — Is this a baptifm ? No, fay 

the ableft canonifts ! inafmuch as the radix of 
each word is hereby torn up, and the fenfe and 
meaning of them removed and changed quite to 
mother objeft 5 for Gomine does not fignify a 

lame, nor gatris a father What do they 

Ignify ? faid my uncle 1 oby Nothing at all 

- quoth Yorick Ergo, fuch a baptifm is null, 

aid Kyfarcius*— In courfe, anfwered Yorick, in a 
xme two parts jeft and one part earneft — 

But in the cafe cited, continued Kyfarcius, 
irhere patrim is put for patris, filia for filij, and 

fo 
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fo on — as it is a fault only in the dcclcnfl«n^ and 
the roots of the words continue untouch'd> the 
inflexions of their branches, either this way or 
that, does not in any fort hinder the bapdfm, 
inafniuch as the fiime fcnfe continues in the 

words as before But then, faid Didins, the 

intention of the prleft's pronouncing them gram^ 
matically, muft have been proved to have gone 

along with it R»ght, anfwered Kyfarcius; 

and of this, brother Didius, wc have an inftaact 
in a decree of the decretals of Pope Leo the Illd. 
— But my brother's child, cried my uncle Toby, 

has nothing to do with the Pope ^'tis the 

plain child of a Proteftant gentleman, chriftcn'd 
Triftram againft the wills and wifties both of 
its father and mother, and all who arc akin to 
it.— 

Jf the wills and wifhes, faid Kyfarcius, inter* 
rupting my uncle Toby, of tbofe only who Aand 
related to Mr. Shandy's child, were to have 
v/clght in this matter, Mrs Shandy, of ail people, 
has the leaft to do in it — My uncle Toby layed 
down his pipe, and my father drew his chair lUU 
cloier to the table to hear the conclufion of fp 
ftrange an introdu6tion. 

It has not only been a queftion, captain Shan- 
dy, among the * beft lawyers and civilians in: 
this land, continued Kyfarcius, " Whether the 
" mother be of kin to her child," — but after much 
difpaflionate enquuy and jadlitation of the argu- 
ments on all iides ^it has been adjudged for 

the negative- namely, " 1 bat the mother is not 
<< of kin to her child. §" INIy father inftantly 
^ clapp'd 



^ 



Fidi' Swinhurn on 1'cjlametits^ Part 7^ § 8. 
FJJc JJrMs Abridg. Tit. Admmifiw iV, 47. 
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^Tapp'd his hand upon my uncle T oby's mouth, 
under colour of whifpcring in his car — the truth 
^as, he was alarmed for LillabuUero — and having 
a great defirc to hear more of fo curious an argu- 
ment — he bcgg'd my uncle Toby, for heaven's 

fake, not to difappoint him in it My uncle 

Toby gave a nod — refumed his pipe, and con- 
' tenting himfclf with" whirling Liilabullero in- 

vrgrdly Kyfarcius, Didius, and Triptolemus 

went on with the difcourfe as follows. 

This determination, continued Kyfarcius, how 
contrary ibever it may feem to run to the ftream 
of vulgar ideas, yet had reafon ftrongly on its 
Cde \ and has been put out of all manner of dif- 
putc from the famous cafe, known commonly 
by the name of the Duke of Suffolk s cafe : — It 
is cited in Brook, faid 1 riptolemus — And taken 
notice of by Lord Coke, added Didius — And you 
may find it in Swinburn on Teflaments, faid 
Kyfarcius. 
The cafe, Mr. Shandy, was this. 
In the reign of Edward. the Sixth, Charles 
Duke of Suffolk having i/Tue a fon by one ven- 
ter, and a daughter by another venter, made his 
laft will, wherein he devifed goods to his fon, 
and died ; aft^r whofe death the fon died alfo — • 
but without will, without wife, and without 
child — his mother and his filler by the father's 
fide (for fhe was born of the former venter) 
then living. The mother took the adminiflrati- 
on of her fon's goods, according to the Ihitute 
of the 2ift of Harry the Eighth, whereby it is 
enaAed, That in cafe any perfon die inteflate, 
the adminiftration of his goods (ha],l be committed 
to the next of kin. 

Ihe adminiftration being thus (iurreptioully) 

gran*^ 
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granted to the mother, the lifter by the fatlicr's 
fide commenced a fuit before the Ecdefiaftica! 
Judge, alledging, ift, 1 hat Ihc herfelf was next 
of kin \ and 2dly, That the mother was not <rf 
kin at all to the party deceafed ; and therefore 
pray d the court, that the adminiftration granted 
to the mother might be revoked, and be commit* 
ted unto her, as next of kin to the deceafed, by 
force of the faid ftatute. 

Hereupon, as it was a great caufe, and much 

depending upon its iffue and many canfes of 

great property likely to be decided in times to 
come, by the precedent to be then made — the 
moft learned, as well in the laws of this realm, 
as in the civil law, were confulted together, whe- 
ther the . mother was of kin to her fon, or no 

Whereunto not only the temporal lawyen 

— but the church lawyers •— the juris^confulti— 
"-the juris-prudentis — the civilians — the advocates 
— the commiffaries— the Judges of the confiftory 
and prerogative courts of Canterbury and York^ 
with the mafter of the faculties,, were all unani- 
moufly of opinion, that the mother was not oi 
§ kin to her child — 

And what faid the Dutchefs of SuiFolk to it ? 
faid my uncle Toby. 

1 he unexpeftednefs of my uncle Toby's quet 
tion, confounded Kyiarcius more than the ableft 
advocate — He ftopp'd a full minute, looking in 
my uncle I oby's face without replying-^and in 
that fingle minute Triptolemus put by him, and 
took the lead as follows. 

■ 'Tis a ground and principle in the law, faid 

Triptolemus, 

jf Mater non numeraiut mt^t coxAaxv^T^sfi^- 
Bald, in ult. C. de Verb- CigavSLc- 
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Triptolemus, that things do not afcend, but de- 
ic^nd in it ', and I make no doubt 'tis for this 
caufe, that however true it is, that the child 

may be of the blood or feed of its parents 

that the parents, neverthelefs, are not of the 
blood and feed of it ; infomuch as the parents are 
not begot by the child, but the child by the 

parents For fo they write, Liberi funt 

de fanguine patris & matris, fed pater et mater 
Don funt de fanguine liberorum. 

But this, '1 riptolemus, cried Didius, 

froves too much for from this authority ci- 
ted it would follow, not only what indeed is 
granted on all fides, that the mother is not of 

kin to her child but the father likewife 

It is held, faid Triptolemus, the better opinion; 
becauie the father, the mother, and the child, 
though they be three perfbns, yet are they but 
(uno caro*) one flefh; and confequently no 
degree of kindred or any method of ac- 
quiring one in nature There you pufh the 

argument again too far, cried Didius for 

there is no prohibition in aature, though there is 
in the levitical bw, but that a man may be- 
get a child upon his grandmother in which 

cale, fuppofing the UTue a daughter, /he would 

ftand in relation both of But who ever 

thought, cried Kyfarcius, of laying with his 

grandmother ? The young gentleman, re- 

pfied Yorick, whom Selden fpeaks of who 

not only thought of it, but juAified his intention 
to fais father by the argument drawn from the 
law of a retaliation — " You lay'd. Sir, with my 
** mother, faid the lad — why may not I lay with 

** yours ?'* 

♦ Vide Brook Adridg- tit. Adminftr. N. 4> 
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'* yours ?" — 'Tis the Argumentum commune^ 
added Yorick, — 'Tis as good, replied Eugeoius, 
taking down his hat, as they delcrve. 
1 he company broke up. 



A' 



CHAP, XXX. 

ND pray, faid myunckToby, Ican- 

ing upon Yorick, as he awd my father 

were helping him leifurcly down the ftairs—dan't 
be terrified, madam, this ftair-cafe<:onverfation& 
not ib long as the laft— And pray, Yorick, &id 
my uncle Toby, which way is this faid afFair of 
Tiiftram at length fettled by thefe learned men? 
Very iatisfadlorily, replied Yorick; no mortal, 
Sir, has any concern with it -«r for Mf s. Shandy, 
the mother, is nothing at all akin to him — and as 
the mother's is the fureft fide — Mr. Shandy, in 
courfe, is ftill lefs than nothing — In ftiort, he is 
not as much akm to him. Sir, as I am— 

— — That may well be, laid my father, ftiak- 
ing his head. 

— Let the learned .fay what they will, there 
muft certainly, quoth my uncle '1 oby, have been 
ibme fort of confanguinity betwixt the dutchefs of 
Suffolk and her fon — 

I he vulgar are of the fame opinion, quoth 
Yorick, to this hour. 

CHAP. XXXL 

THOUGH my father was hugely tickled 
with the fubtlcties of thefe learned dii- 
CDurfcs — 'twas ftill but like the anointing of a 

broken bone — the moment he got home, the 

weight of his aifliftions returned upon him but 

fo 
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) much the heavier, as is ever the cafe when the 
:alf we lean on flips from under us— He became 
enfive — walked frequently forth to the fifti-pond 
-let down one loop of his hat -— figh'd oftcti — 
Drbore to fnap — and as the hafty fparks of tem- 
er, which occafK)n fnapping, fo much afTift per- 
)iration and digcftion, as Hippocrates tells us— 
e had certainly fallen ill with the extinftion of 
iiem, had not his thoughts been critically drav/u 
IF, and his health refcued by a frelh train of dil- 
^uietudes left him, with a legacy of a thoufaud 
ounds by my aunt Dinah. 

My father had (carce read the letter, when 
aking the thing by the right end, he inilantly 
«gUQ to plague and puzzle his head how to lay 

tout moftly to the honour of his family A 

mndied and fifty odd projefts took pofTciTion of 
lis brains by turns— he would do this, and that, 
nd t'other, — He would go to Rome he would 
[0 to law — he would buy fiock — he would buy 
ohn Hobfon's farm — he would new fore-front 
is houfe, and add a new wing to make it even. 
-There was a fine water-mill on this fide, and 
c would build a wind-mill on the other fide of 
le river in full view to anfwer it — But above all 
lings in the v/orld, he would inclofe the great 
>x-nioor, and fend out my brother Bobby im- 
icdiately upon his travels. 

But as the fum was finite, and confequently 
>uld not do every thing — and in truth very few 
^ thefe to any purpofe, ■■ of all the projects 
hich offtrrcd thcmfelves upon the occafion, the 
vo lafl: feemed to make the deepeft impreflion ; 
id he would infallibly have determined upon 
Dth at once, but for the fmall inconvenience 
inted at above, which abfolutely put him under 

a ne- 
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my father's dcMngr— ^he had never thought 
any way concerned n the affair — till the 
'years before, when the breaking out 
•<nried law-foit mentioned above (and wh 
•aroft about its boondaries) — which being 
ther my father's own aft and deed, it n 
awakened every other argument in its i 
and upon funumng them ail up together, 
' not merely in intereft, but in h(Hiour, 
bound to do fbmething forlt — • and that 
never wa s the dme. 

I think there muft certainly have been 
ture of ill-luck in it, that the reafons on b< 
ihould happen to be fb equally balanced 
other 5 for though my father weighed the 
humours and conditions — fpent many an 
hour in the moft profound and abftrafted 
tion upon what was beft to be done — — 
books of farming one day — ^books of tra^ 
ther— laying alide all paffion whatever— 
the arguments on both fides in all their 11 

circumftances communing every day ^ 

uncle Toby — arguing with Yorick, and 
over the whole affair of the Ox-moor with< 
—yet nothing in all that time appeared fo 
in behalf of the one, which was not eithei 
applicable to the other, or at lealt fo far 
balanced by fome confideration of equal 
;as to keen the fcales even- 
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la point of intcreft — the <»nteft, I own^ at firft 
^t| did not appear fo undecifive betwixt them ^ 
r whenever my father took pen and ink in hand, 
d fet about calculatins the fimple expence of 
ring and bnming, and rencing^n the Ox-moor^ 
:. &c. — vdth the certain profit it would bring 
a in return — ^the latter turned out fo prodigioufly 
his way of working the account, that you 
)uld have fwom the Ox-moor would have car* 
xl all before it. For it was plsdn he fhoold reap 
luindred lafts of rape, at twenty pounds a laft, 
e very firft year — befides an excellent crop of 
beat the year following— and the year after that, 
fpeak within bounds, a hundred — but in all 
l^ood, a hundred and fifty— if not two hundred 
IMters of peafe and" beans — befides potatoes 
ithout end — But then, to think he was all this 
Idle breeding up my brother like a hog to eat 
on — knocked all on the head again, and gene- 
lly left the old gentleman in fuch a ftate of fuf- 
Sfe — that, as he often declared to my uncle 
oby — he knew no more than his heels what to dow 
No body, but he who has felt it, can conceive 
bat a plaguing thing it is to have a man's mind 
m afunder by two projefts of equal ftrength, 
A obftinately pulling in a contrary direftion at 
c fime time : For to fay nothing of the havock, 
Ifich by a certain confequence is unavoidably 
de by it all over the finer fyftem of the nerves, 
iuch you know convey the animal fpirits and 
ire fubtle juices from the heart to the head, and 
•a — It is not to be told in what a degree fuch 
^yward kind of friftion works upon the more 
06 and folid parts, wafting the fat and impair* 
gthe ftrength of a man every time as it goe« 
kckwards and forwards. • 

E 2 W^ 
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My father had certainly, funk nndo^ 'X: 
-at certainly as he had done under thr:i 
CHRISTIAN NAMB— hadhenotbeenxR . 
of it, as he was oat of that, i^ a freih^ .-' 
misfortune of my brother Bobb/s dodi^ 

Whatb thelileof man! Isitnottor^^ 
fide to fide ?^from ibrrow to iprrow ?—-'.! 
np one canfeof rexadon !— and unbutton 

CHAP. XXXIL 

FROM thb moment I am to be ooofid 
heir apparent to the Shandy faaodly- 
3s from this point properly that the ftoiT 
LxFB and my Opimzoms fets out s mth 
iiurry and predjntadon I have but been c 
the ground to raile thebuil^g--and fucha 
ing do I forefee it will turn out, as oev 
planned, and as never was executed fince . 
In lefs than five minutes I (hall have thro^ 
|>en into the fire, and the little drop of th 
-which is left remaining at the bottom of n 
jborn, after it — I have but half a fcore tK 
do in the time — I have a thing to name — s 
to lament — a thing to hope — a thing to pr 
a thing to threaten — I have a thing to fup| 
a thing to declare — a thing to conceal- a tl 
choofe, and a thing to pray for.— —This d 
therefore, I name the chapter of Things 
my next chapter to it^ that is, the firft cha] 
my next volume, if I live, fliall be my c 
upon WHISKERS, in order tp keep up fbn 
of conneftion in my works. 

The thing I lament is, that things have crc 
'In fo thick upon me, that I have not been 8 
get into that part of my work, towards wh 
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^K nj looked forwards, with fo much 

. and that b the campaigns, but 

amours of my uncle T oby, the 

ch are of fuch a fmgular naturt^ 

kk a caft, that if I can fo manage 

f but the lame impreffions to every 

•hich the other occurrences them- 

my own. — I will anfwer for it the 

c its way in the world, much better 

has done before it— Oh Triftram I 

this be once brought about 

iit v^i^.ch will attend thee as an author, 

interbalance thcf many evils which have 

tbec as a man — thou wilt feaft upoa 

— when thou haft loft all fenfe ftnd re- 

iceof the other!—* 

jnder, I itch fo much as I do, to get at 
3rrs — They are the choiccft morfel of my 
)ry ! and when I get at 'em— afFure your- 

ood folks, (nor do I value whofe 

^ ftomach takes ofTence at it) I (hall not 
nice in the choice of my words; — and 
; tWng T have to declare. — I (hall never 
irough-^in five mintutes, that I fear — andJ 
1 1 hope is, that your worihips and reve- 
e not offended — if you are, depend upon't 
you fomething, my good gentry, next 
« offended at — that's my dear Jenny's 
It who my Jenny is — and which is the 
. which is the wrong end of a woman is 
[ to be concealed — it (hall be told you the 
pter but one, to my chapter of button- 
md not one chapter before. 
ow that you have got to the end of thdc 
imes — the thing I have to alk is, how you 
• heads ? my own akes difmally — as for 
E 3 your 
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your liealths» I know thqr are nodi b 

IVue Shandriihfi, tUak what you will 

opens the heart and Inngt, -aiid like 

afie£Uooa which partake of ks nature 

the bk>od and other vital flukis<tf theb 

freely throogh their channels, and t 

wheel of lUe run long and cheaHnlly re 

Was I left like Sancho Pancha, to ( 

kingdoniy it flioold not be maridme — . 

Aom of blacks to make a penny of— nO; 

be a kingdom of hearty latighmgiabje£ 

ihelulioos and more iatorninepaflionsy b 

dUbrders m the hk>od and homoorsy lu 

anmflncncey I fee, npon the body p 

body.natoral— andas nothing hot a hal 

tue can govern thpfe paffions, and fiibje 

n^n — I (hould add to my prayer — 

would give my fufajefts grace to be as 

thev ar^ m erat } and then (hould I be 

fim monarchy and they thcbappieft peo 

heaven* * 

And {o, with this moral for the prefe: 
pleafe your wprfhips and your reverence 
my leave of you till this time twelvemoni 
(unlefs this vile cough kills me in the m 
I'll have another pluck at your beards 
open a ftory to the world youc little dreaii 
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Dixtreji quid forth jocoftus^ hoc mihi juris 

rCtfiw venia dabis. HoR. 

c— 5^' quis calumnietur levius ejfe quam decet the^- 
'' ^logunif out tnordacius quam decent Chrijlianum. 

non £gOy fed Democritus dixit, 

Erasmus. 

S^iquis ClericuSy aui Monachus^ verba joculai&ritfs^ 
rifum moventia ferat ancthema ejlo. 

Second Cound] ot CARTHACE<- 



V O L V. 



To the Right Honourable 



O H N, 



Ld. Yifc SPE NG E K, 



Mr LoRD> 

I Humbly beg. leave to offer yaw tKefe* 
two Volumes V they are the beft: my " 
inlentSy with fitch bad> health as I have, 
oould produce : H ad providence 

granted me a: larger ftock of either, they; . 
llad: beenN a much.m^re proper {^efent tQ> 
yourX^rdOiip. 

I;beg your Lordihip^willifbrgiye- me, if;, 
at the fame time I dedicate this ^ork to.> 
Yoiiyjjoin Lady Spenoer, in the liberty 
M take of« inicribing the. ftory of Ld. l^^wr 




B E U I C A T I O N;. 

in the fixth volume to her name^ t 
which I have no otlier mniive, which ii 
heart has infoxmed me of^ but thai t 
Itory is z humane one. 

/ am. 

My Lord^ 

Tour Lordjbip's 
M^ft devoted^ 
And mojt humhk Servanty 
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C HA-.P. i;- 

f P it'had notbceo^^fbr thofe/two^mctdtfome^- 
{ tits, and that maddap of a poftilioni .vh<p» 
frove them from Stiltoa to Stamford, the thought <: 
^ oeYcr entered my head* . H^ ilew lUte light* - 
-there wa» a^flope of three miles « 
) fcarce touehed the ground—* 






kwas moft rapid-^^ moft impetuous ^ 

• *t^9 commnfiicated to my hrain^#— -my 

biait partook-of it-«— -By the Great.God xrf! day, , 
Gad ly lookiM towards the Jun, ^d thnifHng : 
^ arm 0Qt of the fore-window (tf the chai&i .as : 
limade my. vow^^ /< Iwfil lock up my ;Aii^jdoof r 

" thet,^ 
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the moflient I «t hoinc^ and dirav the key df ir 
ninety feet bek>w the fnrface of the eard^ to 
the draw-wdl at thebackof niy hoofe." 

The Loadoa ^Raggon confirmed, me m in 
refolutlon: it hnng tottering uixm the m^ 
fcarce progreifivey dragge d « d rajgged up Ii; 
eight heavy beafU-—** by main firength I*— — 

2aoth I» noddinp--— ^but yonr betters dnwdie 
ime way-^and iomething cf every bodiea !«^ 
Orarcf 

Tell me^ ye learned, (hall we for ever be ad- 
ding fonmdi to the bulk fo little to the Aock? 

^all we for ever make new books, as apothe- 
caries make new mixtnrrs,* by pooriagjiBly eat 
of one veflel into another? • • 

Are we for ever to be twUting and uttwiffiag 
the &me rope? for ever in theuunc track— fa 
ever at the fame pace ? 

Shall we be defiined to the days of etermty, oa > 
holy-days, as well as working-days, to be fivew- 
itig the relicks of learning, as monks do the re^ 
iicks of their iaints— without working one— - 
one-fmgle miracle with them ? 

Who made Man> with powers which dart 

liim from earth to heaven in a moment that 

great, that moft excellent, and.mqft noble crea- 
ture of the world--*-— <he miracle of nM|^» ** 
Zoroaftcr in his book ^(fificwt calkJPWfim— ' 
the Shekinah o£ the divine prcfencej; as CSffy- 

foftom the image of God, as Mofes— the ray 

of divinity, as Plato— the marvel of marvels, a 

Arittotle to go fneaking on at this pitifulr— 

pimping— pettifogging rate. 

I fcorn to be as abufive a$ Horace upon the^ 

occafion but if there is no catachrefis in the 

vilh,, 
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wUh, and no fin in it, I wiih from my foul, that 
every imitator in Great-Britsdn, France and Ire- 
land, had the farcy for his pains ; and that there 
was a good fardcal houfe, large enough to hold 

aye and fublimate them, (hag-rag and 

bob-tail, male and female, all together : and this 
leads me to the affair of Whifkers— ^bnt, by 
what chsim of ideas — I leave as a legacy in morte 
main to Prudes and Tartufs, to enjoy and mak({ 
the mod of. 



Upon Whifkers. 

I am fbrry I made it — 'twas as inconfiderate a 
promiie as ever entered a man's head — A chapter 
upon Whifkers ! alas ! the world will not bear 

it ^'tis a delicate world— —but I knew 

not of what metal it was ma d e n or had I ever 
icen the underwritten fragment; otherwife,, as. 
forely as nofes ai^e nofes, and whifkers are whifkr 
crs ftill ; [let the world fay what it will to the 
contrary^ fo fnrely would I have fteered dear of 
this da]^^QUs chapten 



The Fragment. 



• •—You are half afkep, my good lady 
iaid the old gentleman, taking hold of the old 
lady's hand, and giving it a gentle fqueeze, as 

he pronounced the word Whifkers fhall we 

change the fubjeft^? By no means, replied the 

old 
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thromng a thin naze* Uandtac^^ oicr Inr ' 
heady ara kaning it back npoa thendkiw in^ 
fiux toroed t0wwdshiiii9 and adyinritfgjiicf tm* 
feet as Ihe recUned herfetf-^-^Iddu^ oootiok^ 
Ihe^ you will go on. " " ■ . 

The old geadeinaoVweat 00 as fioQem^ . 

^Whifkers I cried the queeqL xfJSp^ 

varre, dropping her knotting ball^ as JLa Fot- 
ieufe ottered die vord— — M^Thiikers ? niada%, 
faid La Foflenie, jmimng the ball to the qncofs 
aprooy and makii^ a comtefy as flie repcatedlt 

La Foflenlcf s voice was naoindly ion and kv». 
yet 'twas an articQlate v(»ce : and every letter ct 
the wqrd whifloers fdi diitinAly i^poa. tbe:.qi|eea' 
of Navarre^s ear— Whifkers I cried the -^M^. 
bying a greater ftrefi npoQ the word» i^as ff^ 

(he had ftOl diftmftedherears -^ IfHiUkail 

replied La Foflenfe, repeating the vtoid z-AiA* 

time — There is not a cavaliery.madam^. 

of his age in Navarre, ..continued the nuud of luK; 
Bour, preifing the page's iatereft upxm the qneeoi 
that has fb gallant » pair — Of what ? cried Mar-- 
garet, fmiling — Of whiikers^ faid JLa..Fofleule». 
with infinite modefty. 

The word whiikers ftill flood its ground, and^ 
continued to be made ufe of in moif of the beft^. 
companies throughout the little kingdom of Na^ 
varre, notwithHanding the indiTcreet ufe wmch 
La FofTeufe had made of it : the .truth was. La 
Fofleufe had pronounced the word, not only bck* 
fore the queen, but upon fundry other occaftons 
at court, .with an accent which always implied' 

fomething of a myftery And as the court o£' 

Margatet,. as all. the world knows, was at thar 

tixnCK 
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ixne 1 mixture of gallantry and devotion —and 
97hi(kers being as applicable to the one, as the 

^ther, the word niMMdly ftood its ground i«? 

gained full as much as it loft i that is, the clergy 
B^ere £br k— the laity were againft it — and for the 
women, — they were divided. — 

Ihe excellency of the figure and mien of the 
yonag Sieur de Croix^ was at that time beginning 
10 draw the attention of the maids of honour to- 
wards the terrace before the palace gate, where 
the guard was mounted. The Lady de Bauifiere 
fell deeply in love with him — La Battarelle did 
the fame — it was the fineft weather for it, that 

ever was remembered in Navarre La Guyol, 

La Maronette> La Sabatiere, fell in love with 

the Sieur de Croix alfo La Rebouts and 

La Fof&nife knew better De Croix had failed 

h an attempt to recommend himfelf to La Re- 
hours i and La Rebours and La Fofleule were m- 
leparaUe. 

The queen of Navarre was fitting with her la- 
dies in the p^ted bow-windowi facing the gate 
of the fecond court> as de Croix pafled through 
it. He is handfcMney faid the Lady BaufEere-—- 
He has a good mein, faid La Battarelle — He is 
finely Shaped, faid La Guyol. — I never faw an 
ofiBcer of the horie-^;uards in my life, .faid La Ma- 

Konette, with two wch legs Or who flood fo 

«:ell upon them, faid La Sabatiere But he 

has no whifkers, cried La Fofieuie Not a 

jjlle, faid La Rebours. 

'Bie queen went direftly to her oratory, mu- 
fihg all the way, a».ihe walked through the gal- 
lery, upon the fubjeft 5^ turning it this way and 
t)sat way in. her fancy — Ave Maria X —what 

can 
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can La Fofleuie mean ? faid (he^ kpeeling down 
upon the cuftiion. 

LaGuyol, La BatterdH^La Maroaette, La 
Sabatiere, retired inftantly to their chamba-s— 
Whiflcers ! faid all foar of them to themfeives, at 
they bolted their doors on the infide. 

The Lady Camavalette was counting hci 
beads with both hands, unfufpedted under her 

farthingal from St. Antony down to St Ur- 

fiila indufive, not a faint pafled thcough her fin- 
gers without whiflcers ; St. Francis, St; romi- 
nick, St. Bennet, St. Bafil, St. Bridget, had all 
whiflcers. 

The Lady Bauffiere had got into a wildeme& 
of conceits, with moralizing too ititricateiy i>poff 

La Fofleufe's text She mounted her palfiy, 

her page followed her the hoft pafled by— 

the Lady Baufliere rode on. 

One denier, cried the order of mercy — one fin* 
gle denier, in behalf of a thooiand patient cap* 
tives, whofe eyes look towards heaar«XL and joa. 
for their redemption.. 

^The L^dy BaBfliere nwfc om 

Pity the unhappy,. f«d a. devout^ veociable^. 
hoary-headed man', meekl)i holding up a box, be- 
girt with iron,, in his.withered hanA Ibcg 

for the unfortunate good, my lady, *tit for a 

prifon — for an hofpitat 'tis for an old nan— 

a poor man undone by (hipwrtck, by fhfetyfliip, 
by fire. I call- God and all his angels to 

witnefs — 'tis to clothe the naked— to feed tht 
hungry —'tis to comfort: the fick. and the brokeOi 
hearted. 

—The. Lady Baufliere rode on. 

A decayed! 
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A decayed kinfman bowed himfelf to the 
ground. 

—7 he Lady Baoffiere rode om 

He ran begging bare-headed on one fide of her 
paJfiy, conjuring her by the former bonds of 
friendfhip, alliance, cofifanguinity, &c. »■ ■ Cou» 

fm, aunt, fifter, mother ^for virtue's fake, for 

your own, for mine, for Chrift's fake remember 
me— pity me. 

—1 he Lady Bauffiere rode on. 

Take hold of my whiflccrs, faid the lady 

Bauflteret-^ The page took hold of her 

Paifry. She difinonnted at the end of the ter- 
race. 

There are feme trains of certain ideas which 
leave prints of themfclves about our eyes and eye- 
brows 5 and there is a confcioufncfs of it, fome- 
"whcre about the heart, which ferves but to make 
thefe etchings the ftronger — we iee, fpeU^ and 
put them together without a diftionary. 

Ha, ha I he, hee ! cried La Guyol and LaSa- 
batiere, looking clofe at each other's prints 
Ho, ho ! crlea La Catterel!e, tnd Msronette, 

d<»ng the fame: Whilft! cried one — 

ft, ft, — faid a fecond, hufh, quoth a third- 
poo, poo, replied a fourth— gramercy ! cried the 
Lady Carnavalette j — 'twas flie who bewhi%ered 
St. Bridget. 

La Fofleufe drew her bodkin from the knot of 
her hair, and having traced the outline of a fmall 
whilker, with the blunt end of it, upon one fide 
of her up|*r lip, "put it into La Rebour's hand- 
La Rebours fhook her head. 

The Lady Bauffiere coughed thrice into the in- 
fidc of her mulF— -La Guyol fnuled — Fy, faid 



the Lady Banffieie. ^ The qolMi of Nifltoii \ 
touched her eye imth the dp or her fott^Ssfp^ \ 
as much as to fay^ I enderihmd y6a alL 

'Twas plaia to the iffhole courty th^wofdwis 
raned: La Foflenft had givai k a woondi aadit 
was not the better (or piffing thnmg^ all theft 
defiles-^— It nude a faint ftand, lunimcr, {qr % 
few months ; by the ex|»ration of yrhkhf dv 
Sieur de Cixmx, findhg it high time to kartN^ 
varre for wantof whiwer»------chewcNrdinooarib 

became lndeeent» and (after a fvw cANrta) dfi>' 
lutely mifit forafe. . 

The beft word, in. die heft bngdm of As ^ 
beft worldi muft have fii£[ered under fach ooot 
binations.*" — Jhit tnrate of d'Efldla wrewwi 
book agabft thcm^ fetting forth the.dangda^ 
accellary ideas, and wflirniag thelifavaroftalkgMQft 
them. 

Does not all the wcurld Imow,. laid the cvrtte 
d*£(1tella at the conduficm of his work, that Nor 
fes ran the fame fate fi>m^ centuries ago in moii 
parts of Europe, ^ which Whiflcers have now done 

in-tnc kingcfofli of NarajT© The cril Indeed 

fpread no further then — , bur have' nor beds 
aad bolAers, and night-caps and chamber-pots 
ftood upon the brink of deftruftion ever fince i 
Are not troufe and placket-holes, and pump- 
handles and fpigots and faucets, in danger 

ftill, from the fame aflbciation?— Chaftity. by 
nature the gentleft of all afFeftions — pve it but 

its head 'tis like a ramping and a roaring 

lion. * 

The drift of the curate d'Eftella's argument 

was not underftood They ran the fcent 

)he wrong way 1 he world bridled his afs at 

the tail— And when the extremes of delicacy, 

and 
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and the beginnings of concupiscencf, hold* 
their next provincial chapter together, they may 
decree that bawdy alfo- 

CHAP. II. 

WHEN my father received the letter 
which brought him the melantiholy ac- 
count of my brother Bobby's death, he was bufy 
calcuUting the expence of his riding poft from 
Calais to Paris, and ib on to Lyons. 

'Twas a moft inaufpicious journey ; my father 
having had every foot of it to travel over again, 
and his calculations to begin afrefh, when he had 
almoft got to the end of it, by Obadiah's open- 
ing the door to acquaint him the family was out 

of yeaft and to afk whether he might not 

take the great coach-horfe early in the morning 

and ride in fearch of fome. -With aU.my 

heart, Obadiah, faid my father, [purfuing his 
journey] take the coach-horfe, and wel- 
come. But he wants a fhoe, poor crea- 
ture f laid Obadiah— ^*-Poor creature, mavf^ 
uncle Toby, vibrating the note back again, like 
a ftring in unifon* Then ride, the Scotch horfe, 

quoth my father haftily. He cannot bear a 

fiddle upon his back, quoth Obadiah, for the 

whole world. The devil's in that horfe ; 

then take Patriot^ cried my father, and (hut 
the door— ^Patriot is fold, faid Obadiah — 
Here's for you ! cried my father making a 
paufc, and looking in my uncle 7 oby's face, as 
if the thing had notl>een a matter of faft. — Your 
worfliip ordered me to fell himfelf l^ft April, faid 
Obadiah. 1 hen go on foot for your pains. 
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cried my father. ■■ — I had much rather mUk 

than ride, faid Obadiah, fliutting the door. 

What f lagues ! cried my father, gcnng on 

with his calculation. But the waters are out, 

faid Obadiah, — opening the door again. 

Till that moment, my father, -who bad a 
map of Sanfon*s, and a book of the poft roads 
before him, had kept his hand upoQ the head of 
his cony>a(res, with one foot of them fixed upon 
Nerers, the laft ftage he had paid for — ^purpofing 
to go on from that point with his journey and 
calculation, as foon as Obadiah quitted the room ; 
but this fecond attack of Obadiah% in opening 
the door and laying the whole country under 

water, was too much—*; He let go his com* 

pafles — or rather with a mixed motion betwixt 
accident and anger, he threw them upon the 
table ; and then there was nothing for him to do, 
but to return back to Calais (like many others) 
as wife as he had fet out. 

When the letter was brought into the par- 
lour, which contained the news of my brother's 
deathj my father had got forwards again upas 
hiS journey, to within a ftride of the compaffcs 

of the very fame ftage of Nevcrs* By your 

leave, Monf. Sanfon^ cried my father, ftriking 
the point of his compafTes through Nevers into 
the table-— and nodding to my uncle Toby, to 
fee what was in the letter, — twice of one niaht 
is too much for an Englifh gentleman and nis 
fon, Monf. Sanfon, to be turned back from fo 
loufy a town as Nevers, — what think'ft thou, 

Toby, added my father in a fprightly tone. 

Unlefs it be a garrifon town, faid my uncle To- 
by, — for then — I (hall be a fool, faid my father 
fmiling to himfelf , as lou^ 2S I live. So giving I 
a iecond nod— ^aud keeipm^ \i^^ cam^^^^'?. ^^ < 
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upon Nercrs with one hand, and holding his 
book of the poft-roads in the other—half calcu- 
lating and half liftening, he leaned forwards up- 
on the t^ble with both elbows, as my uncle Toby 
hummed over the letter. 



-r— — . — he's gone ! 

(aid my uncle Toby ^Where — Who ? 

cried my father ■ My nephew, faid my 
uncle Toby ——What—*— without leave— 
-without money— "vwthout governor ? med my 

father in amazemfent. No : he is dead, 

^my dear brother, quoth my uncle Toby. 

Without being ill ? cried my father again, 1 

dare not fay, faid my uncle Toby, in a low voice, 
and fetching a deep figh from the bottom of his 
heart, he has been ill enough, poor lad ! I'll 
anfwer for him — for he is dead. 

When Agrippina was told of her fon's death, 
Tacitus informs us, that not being able to mo- 
derate the violence ofJier paffions, (he abruptly 
broke off her workt— My father ftuck his 
compafles into Nevers, but fo much the fafter. 

What contrarieties ! his, indeed,, was 

matter of calculation Agrippioa's muft have 

been a quite difFerent affair ; who clfe could pre- 
tend to reafon from hiftory ? 

, How my father went on, in my opinion, de- 
icrves a ^apter to itfelf — 




itt TheLivBMiQnBioirt 



CHAP. 




a de^ of a on 
iehret. 

'Tb dther Fltto^ or Flobvdi, or Sroeai 
Xeoofrfioii, or EpiAetni or TheophnAns^ or Lo^ 
chn « or Iboie one poln|» of kccr ds»^ 
d^her Cardaa or BodsnuL or Fetrardi, or Stdk 
--or pofliUy k nuqr be Jmk divine or fadur ol 
thechordi, St. Aulby or St; Cypriaiij or Bef> 
ttard, yAio affimii thit it it*&ii irreMible sod' 
lUttnndptffioa'to WGcp for thelofs of our ftituM 
or cbildrea'^iiul Seneai ATm poHdre) rdls in| 
ibmewherei that fbch grim €facuate ihemfelv^ 

bcft hj that particiiuir channel And ac« 

cording! J we find, that Daidd wept for his foa 
Abfalom— Adrian for his Andnoos— -— Niobeibr 
her children, and that ApoUodoms and Crito 
fhed tears for Socrates before his death. . 

My father managed UJMffliftion othemrife ; 
and indeed differendy froB moft men dther an- 
cient or modern ; for he ndther wept it away, as 
the Hebrews and the Romans— «-or flept it off, 
as the Laplanders— or hang'd it, as the Engliflij • 
or drowned it, as the Germans— —nor did he 
ciirfe it, or damn it, or excommunicate it, or 
rhyme it, or liilabullero it. 

He got rid of it, however. 

Will yom* worftiips give me leave to fqueeze 
in a ftory between thcfc rwo pages ? 

Whc^ruUy was bereft of his dear diiaghtcr 
TulV^^Wwfkhe Izid it to his heart,-- — he lif- 
tendifto the-voke of namre^ and modulated his 
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yvm unto it — — — O my Tullia ! my daughter ! 

ny child ! ftill, ftill, ftill, ^'twas O my 

TuUia ! — my Tullia ! Mcthinks I fee my Tullia, 
[ hear my Tullia. I talk with my Tullia. 
But as foon as he began to look into the (lores 
:>f philoibphy, tfnd confider how many excellent 

things nught be faid upon the occafion no 

body upon earth can conceive, fays the great 
orator, how happy, how joyful it made me. 

My father was as proud of his eloquence as 
Marcus Tullius Cicero could be for his 
life, and for aught I am convinced of to the 
contrary at prefent, with as much reafon : it 
was indeed his ftrength — and his weaknefs too. 
• His ftrength— for he was by nature elo- 
quent and his weaknefs for he was 

hourly a dupe to it : — and provided an occafion 
in life would but permit him to fhew his talents, 
or fay either a wife thing, a witty, or a flirewd 
one (bating the cafe of a fyftematick misfor- 
tune)— —he had all he wanted. A bleC- 

fing which tied up my father's tongue, and a 
misfortune which fet it loofe with a good grace, 
were pretty equal : fonletimes, indeed, the mif- 
fortune was the better of the two j for inftance, 
where the pleafure of the harangue was as ten, 

and the pain of the. misfortune but as five 

my father gained half in half, and confequently 
was as well again off, as if it never had befallen 
Urn. 

This clue will unravel, what otherwife would 
feem very inconfiftent in my father's domeftick 
charafter ; and it is this, that in the provoca- 
^ons arifing from the neglefts and blunders of 
finranis, -or other mifliaps unavoidable in a fa- 

nuly. 
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mily, his angeri or rather the duration of it, 
eternally ran counter to all conjefture. 

My father had a favourite Uttle mare, which 
he had configned over to a moil beautiful An- 
bian horfe, in order to have a pad out of hff 
for his own riding : he was ianguine ia all his 
projects ; fo talked about hb pad every day vdth 
as abiblute a fecurity, as if it had been reared, 

broke, and bridled and faddled at his door 

ready for mounting. By fome negleA or other 
in Obadiah, it fo fell out, that my father's ex- 
peftations were anfwered with nothing better 
than a mule, and as ugly a beaft of the kind as 
ever was produced* 

My mother and my uncle Toby cxpeftcd mj 
father would be the death of Obadiah— ^and that 
there never would be an end of the difafter— — 
See here ! you rafcal, cried my father, pointing 

to the mule, what you have done ! It was 

not I, fatd Obadiah.- How do I know that? 

replied my father. 

Triumph fwam in my father's eyes, at the^^ 
partee— the Attic fait brought water into them- 
and fo Obadiah heard no more about it. 

Now let us go back to my brother's death. 

Philofophy has a fine faying for every thing- 
For Death it has an entire fet ; the mifery was, 
they all at once ruftied into my father's head, 
that 'twas difficult to firing them together, fo as 
to make any thing of a confiftent (how out of 
them. — He took them as they came, 

" Tis an inevitable chance — the firft ftatute 
<« in Magna Charta — ^it is an everlafting aft of 
*< parliament, my dear brother, — All muft die. 

«* If my fon could not have died, it had been 
^ matter of wonder ^ — nox. xiv-ailxe Is dead. 
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Monarchs and princes dance in the {kme ring 
ith us." 

■■■To die is the great debt and tri- 
ite due unto nature : tombs and monuments, 
hich (hould perpetuate our memories, pay it 
emfelves 5 and the proudeft pyramid of them 
1, which wealth and fcience have ereftcd, 
is loft its apex, and ftands obtruncated in the 
aVcller's horizon." (My father found he got 
•eat cafe, and went on) — " Kingdoims and 
•oyinces, and towns and cities, have they not 
leir periods i and when thofe principles and 
3wers, which at firft cemented and put them 
jgether, have performed their feveral evoluti- 

as, they fall back." Brother Shar»- 

faid my uncle Toby, laying down his pipe af 

word evolutions — Revolutions, I meant, 

:h my father— by heaven ! 1 meant revokiti- 

brother Toby-^evolntions is nonfenfe.*— 

not nonfenfe-— laid my uncle Toby.— But is 
►t nonfenfe to break the thread of fuch a dii^ 
fe, upon fuch an pccafion ? cried my father 

do not— dear Toby, .continued he, taking 
by the hand, do nipt---<io not, I befeech .thee, 
Tupt me at t^i?; crifi5.> My uncle Toby put 
Hpe into his mouth; 

Where, is Troy and Mycense, and Thebes 
ad Delos, and Perfepolis, aad Agrigentum" 
jhtinucd my father taking up Ivis book of 
-roads, which he had laid 4o>vrk — «.< What 
1^' become^ brother Toby, of Nineveh and 
Jabylpp^ pf CJyzicum and Mitylcna? ? the faii-^ 
fttown?; that ever the fun role upon, are n0\y: 
vo more: the names only ure left^ and thofc 
tor many of them are wrong fpclt] are falling; 
i^OL, V. F thena- 
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<* ^gina towards Megara, (when can t 
been ? thought my unck T oby) *^ Ibegai 
<< the country round about, i^gina wa 
« me, Megara was before, Pyrapus on i 
« hand, Corinth on the left. — What fl< 
<< towns now proftratc upon the cartl: 
« alas ! faid I to mylelf, that man fhoul 
<« his foul for the lofs of a child, when 
«< as this lies awfully buried in his pn 
^« Remember, faid I to myfelf again — r 
<< thou- art ^ man." — 
• Now my uncle Toby knew not that 
paragraph was an extraft of Servius S 
coofolatory letter to Tully. He had as 1 
honeft man, in the fragments, as he h; 

whole pieces of antiquity. ^ — Ar 

father, whilft he was concerned iff th^ 
trade, had been three- or four different 
the Levant, in one of which he ha( 
whole year and a half at Zaiit, my un 
naturally concluded, that in fome one 
periods he had taken a trip acrofs the A 
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fj laying the end of his pipe upon roy fa- 
s hand in a kindly way of interruption—-* 
waiting till he finifhed the accoimt-r-wlixit 

of'Our Lord was this ?———'] was no year 
3ur Lord, replied my fatlier. That's 

>ffible, cried my uncle Toby. 1 ■_ Sim- 

n ! faid n^y father, 'twas forty years btfore 
ft was born. '...•• 

y uncle Toby had but two things for it jf ei- 
to fuppofe bis brother to be . the wandering 

or that his misfortunes had difordered his 
I.——" May the Lord Gt^ of heaven and 
jth proteft him and reftore him," faid my 
: Toby, praying filently for my father, and 
tears in his eyes. 

My father placed the tears to a.pro- 

iccount, and went on with his harangue with 
: fpirit. 

There is not fuch great odds, brother Toby 
itwixt good and evil, as the wofrld ijnagines" 
this way of fetting off, by the bye, was not 
y to cure my uncle Toby's fufpicions. 
-** Labour, Ibrrow; gi*ief, ficknefs, want^ and 

are the fauces of ^ife." Much good may 

iem-7-faid my uncle Toby to himfell^ — r*-— 

[y fon is dead ! fo much the better 5 ^ 

s a fhame in fuch a tempeft to Ixave but ouc 
ichor." 

But he is gone for ever from us ! — = — be it 
. He is got from under the haixds of lus 

irj)er before he was bald. He is but rifea 

q^k a feaft before he was furfeitedr-rfrom a 
pquet before he had got drunken." • 

The Thracians wept when a cdild was 
MTi," — (and we were very near it, quoth my 
8 Toby) " and feaftcd and made merry 
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"** whca a^man went oat of the world i 

«* with reafixi Death opent' the gat 

*' fame^ and flmts the gate of enVy after 
*' unloofes the chain m the capdve^ and 
-^^ the bondfinan't taflc into another many ' 

'* Shew me the man^ who knows whitt lift 
«< who dreads Jt| and r^ll ihewfhee a 
" who dreads hb liberty.'* 

Is jt not betttr, my dear brother lVAy» (i^| 
ihai|tfe......;..oor appedtes are litft^diftaies}-— -»" 

tiot better not to hutiger at ally than toeac?- 
>iiot to thirft, than to uke phyfic to core it ? 

Is it not better to be freed from cares 
tigaesi from love«id tiMdancbolty and the 
hot and cold fits of life, than» Uke a g^iM 
Teller^ who comes weary to hia inn, to be ' 
to beg^n his journey afrdh f 

There is no terror, brother Toby, ih its 
iDUt what It borrows from groans and con 

and the blowing of noies, and the ^' 

^ing away of tears with the bottoms of curtaini 
ill a dying mail*s room-— —Strip it^of thefc, what 

is it ? Tis better in battle than in bed, fiud' 

my uncle Toby. Take away its heries, 'tH 

mutes, and its mourning, its plumes, lcutci»» | 

ons, and other mechanic aids What is it ?-^ 

Better in battle ! continued my father, imilingt 
for he had abfolutely forgot my brother Bobby— 

'tis terrible noway for confider, brother Tdbyi 

— when we are — death is not ; — and when death 
is — we are not. My uncle Toby laid down his 
pipe to confider the propofition ; my fatherfs elo-. 
quence was too rapid to ftay for any man— away 
it went,— — -and hurried my uncle Toby's Heas 
along with it. 

For 
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Tor this reafon, continued my father, 'tis wor- 
y to rccoUeft, how little alteration in great 

rn^ the approaches of death have made 

^fpafian died in a jeft upon his clofeftool — GaJ- 
with a fcntencc - Septimius Sevcrus in a dil- 
tch — ^Xibcrius in diflimulation, and Ca^far Au- 
iftus in a compliment.— I hope, 'twas a finccrc 
le — quoth my uncle Toby. 
— -"Jl was to his wife, — laid my father- 

CHAP. IV. 



— — — And laftly for of all the choice 

lecdotes which hiftory can produce of this mat- 
T, continued my father, — this, like the gilded 

ome which covers in the fabrick crowns 

U 

— * Tis of Cornelius Gallus, the prajtor 

'hich, I dare fay, brother Toby, you have read 
— I dare fay I have not, replied my unck^ 

He diedj faid my father, as * * 

• *#*##*###•♦ 

And if it was with his wife, fuld 

ly uncle Toby there could be no hurt in 

. :— 'J hat's more than I know — replied 

ly father. 



C H A P. V. 

11 VT Y mother was going very gingerly in the 
[YJL ^^^^ along the paflage which led to the 
arlour, as my uncle Toby pronounced the word 

rife.-; ^''fis a fhrill, penetrating fctund of 

ifclf, and Obadiah bad helped it by leaving the 
F 3 door 
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door a Kttle a-jar, fo that my mot! 
enough of it, to imagine herfelf the fubj 
convcriation ; fo laying the edge of 1 
acrofs her two lips-^ — holding in her bi 
bending h^r head a little downwards, wi 

of her netk (not towards the 

from it, • by which means her ear was b 
the chink — (he Mencd with all her pOM 
the liftening flavc, wth the Goddefs of 
his back, could not have given a fin^r th 
an intaglio. 

In this attitude I am determined t( 
Aand for five minutes : till I bring up 1 
of the kitchen (as.Rapin does thofe of th 
to the fame period. 



CHAP. VL 

THOUGH in one fenfe, our fa 
certainly a limple machine, as it 
of a few wheels •, yet there was thus m' 
iaid for it, that thcfe wheels werefet in 1 
lb many different iprings, and afted one 
other from iiicb a vaiitty of fli ange princ 
inrprflfJs — Lhat thctigh it was a fimple 
it had all the hcnonr and advantages o 
])lex opc, — and a number of as odd m 
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e fiine time, aad upon the fame fubjeft, run- 
parallel along with it in the kitchen. 
ovr to bring this about, whenever an GK.tra- 
lary meflagc, or letter, was delivered in the 
3ur, — or a difcourfc fufpended till a fervant 

t oiat or the lines of difcontent were ob- 

zd to hang\!pon the brows of my father or 
her— or, in fhort, when* any thing was fup- 
d to be upon the tapis worth knowing or 
{ling to, 'twas the rule to leave the door, not 
dutely fhut, but fomewhat a-jar — as it ftands 

nov/, which, under covert of the bad 

j€, (and^ that poifibly might be one of the 
ly reafons why it was never mended) it was 
difficult to manage ; by which means, in all 
fe cafes, a paffagc was generally left, not in- 
d as wide as the Dardanells, but wide enough, 
all that, to carry on as much of this wind- 
*d trade, as was fufficient to faye my father 

trouble of governing his houfe ; — my 

:hcr at this moment Hands profiting by it. 

Obadiah did the fame thing, as foon as 

had left the letter upon the table, which 
ught tlie news of my brother's death ^ fo that 
are my father had well got over his furprize, 

entered upon his harangue, had Trim 

upon his legs, to fpeak his fentiments upon 
fubjeft. , , 

\, curious obfer\'cr of nature, had he been 
rth the inventory of all Job's ftock — though,. 
the bye, your curious obfervers are feldom 

rth a groat would have given the half of 

to have heard corporal Trim and my father, 
> orators fo contrafted by nature and educa- 
(, haranguing over the fame bier. 

■ F4 Mf 



metaphor and allufion, and Ariking ih 
he went along, (as men of wit and fane 
the entertainment ?ind pleafantry of hi 
;ind images. 

The other, without wit or antithcfis, 
or turn, this way or that ; but leaving 1 
on one fide, and the piftqres on the otF 
ftraight forwards as nature could lead h 
heart. O Trim ! would to heaven tho 

better hiflorian ! would ! — thy hil 

a better pair of breeches! — O ye criti 
nothing melt you ? 



C H A P. VIL 



My young mafter in London 
fold Obadiah. 

m A green fattia nigbt-gow 

mother's, which had been twice fcoi] 

.1-_" C_/l !J-- 1-!^1- AAI lt-.1.>- 
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ea tinged either with grey or black,— '—all was 
een. — — The green lattin night-gown hung 
lere ftill. 

— O! *twill be the death of my poor 

Ulrefs, cried Sufannah. My tnother':j whole 

ardrobe followed. ^What a proceffioa ! her 

!d damafk,— — her orange-tawny, — her white 
nd yellow-lufterings, — her lM*own raffata, — her 
one-laced caps, her bed-gowns, and comfortable 

nder-petticoats. Not a rag. was left behind. 

— <* No — fhe will nevei- look up again," faid 
lufannah. 

We had a fat foolifh fcullioiv — my father, I-^ 
Wnk, kept her for her fimplicity ;•?— (he had been 
Hi, autumn ftruggling with a dropfy.— He is dead ! ' 
^— faid Obadiahj - he is certainly dead ! — So anu 
lot I». fald the foolidi fcuUion. 

— Here is fad news,^ Trim J cried Sufannah,> 
wiping her eyes as Trim ftepp'd into the kitchen, 
■— matter Bobby is dead and buried, — the funerab 
was an interpolation of Sufannah's, we fhall have, 
all to go in mourning, faid Sufannah.. 

1 hope not, faid Trim. — You hope not 1 

cried SuiannaheameftLy The mourning ran 

not in Trim's head,.whatever it did inSufannah's. 

I. hope faid Trim,., explaining himfelf, 

1 hope in God the news is not true.. I heard. 
the letter read with my own ears>> ani'wered Oba- 
diah ; and we fhill have a terrible piece of wc^rk 
cf it in dubbing the ox-moor. — Oh * ' he's dead, . 
fiud Sufannah -— As fure,.. faid the. IcuUion, as V. 
am alive^ 

I lament for him-from-my heartland fey foul,^ 

&id Trim, fetching a figh. ^ — Poor, creature ! 

poor boy ! poor gentleman ! 

: He was alive: laft Wiiltfuntide, faid? 

F 5 thji 
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i.vi pMl.LIy trc rrticnir.cn of the w 
— '.: V. hi: Lb die lirr.e ihir.g, the dillr 
Lai: ;j' c of its proptrty ar.d power, m 
Di tome dtpccd ^^•■e..tly upon the ri| 
{tanJWt^i: of this ftroke of the corporal: 
««-( do dtiriond your attention, — 3^01 
and references- for a:iv ten oajres top- 
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, I am afhamed to confefs. Let it fuffice to 
firm, that of all the fcnfes, the eye, ffpr I abfb- 
it6ly deny the touch, though molt of . your 
•arbatd, 1 know, are for it) has the quickeil 
ommerce with the foul — gives a fmarter ftrokc, 
nd leaves fomething more incxpreffible upon the 
incy, than words can cither convey — or Ibme- 
jnes get rid of. 

— I've, gone a. little about — no matter, 'tis for 
lealth — f let us only carry it back in our mind ta 
he mortality of 1 rim's hat. — " Are. we not 
* here now— and gone in a moment ?"—-*-There 
vas notlung in the fentence — 'twas one of your 
elf-evident truths, we have the advantage of hear- 
ng every day ; and if Trim had not trufted more 
o his hat thoaiiis head — he had made nothing at 
ill of it. - 

" Are we not here now 5"*— continued the 

EX)rporal, " and are we not" (dropping his- 

hat plump upon the ground and paufing,, be- 
fore he pronounced the word) — ** gone T in a 
" moment ? The defcent of the hat was as a if a 
lieavy lump bf clay had been kneaded into the 
E3x>wn of it. — Nothing could have expreffed the 
fentiment of mortality, of which it. was the type 
ind fdrerunner, like it, — his hand feemed to va- 
Bifk from under it, — it fell dead, — the corporal's 

fcyc fixed upon it, as upon a corps,. and Su- 

(annah burft into a flood of tears. 

Now — :— Ten thoufand, and ten thoufand' 
fiflies ten thoufand (for matter and motion are 
Hifioite) are the ways by which' a hat may be 
dropped npon the ground, without any eflFeft.-r- 
Had he flung it, or tiirown it, or cift it, or 
Jammed it, or fquirted it, or let it flip or fall ia 
any poifiblc dircftion under heaven^—- or in the 
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MOrdireftite ttm oooldbe ^^tm to i^ 
dropped k like«gpftln .likrapoppy^ 
-— or in doirig k, or cvcQ after ke kad < 
he looked like a feal» —like a ainm- 
conpoop— ^kkadfidedy anddKcflfa 
keart had- bees lolb -: i 

Ye %rbo govern thit aiffstf 'wod 
mighcj cxmoems with the cng^net of 
— — vhoheatlt, ttudcool it,:.aad0 
molBfj sty — wad then ihardcb- it agi 



moiotj 
pnrpofe* 



Ye uriio wind and torn the paffion 
graft wiodlafiy «— and ha«k^ dboe ft; 
ownert'of th«n, whither ye think riM^ 

Ye^ lafUjTy whodrive'' ahdiwhy^m 
who are dnfen,' like tnrkcjs iprnari 
fiick and a red dont — militate — i 
jkfeech yoci^ vtpvk Ttim^s hat^ - ' - 



CHAP; Vlff. 

ST AY— I hare a finall account to 
the reader^ before Trim can go o 
harangue.*— It ihail be done in two wit 
- Amongft many other book-debts^ al 
I (hall dilcharge in due time^^ -— I owi 
debtor to the world for two item^, — 
•UDon chamber-maids and button^holes. 
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they will accept of the laft chapter in lieu of it ; 
which is nothing, an't plcale your reTercnces, 
bat a chapter of chamber-maids, grcen-gowQ8> 
and old hats. 

Trim took his o^T the ground, — put it upon his 
head, and then went on with his oration upon death 
in the manner and form following. 

CHAP. IX. 



— — To us, Jonathan, who know not 
what want or care is — ^who live here in the fer- 
vice of two of the beft of mailers — (bating 
in my own cafe his maiefty King William 
the Third, whom I had the honour to icrve 
both in Ireland and Flanders) — I own it, that 
from Whitfuntide to within three weeks of 
Chriftmas, 'ds not long — 'tis like nothing ; — 
but to thofe, Jonathan, who know what death 
is, and what havock and deflru^ion he can 
make, before a man can well wheel about ■ ■ 

*tis like a whole age. O Jonathan ! ^would 

make a good-natured man's heart bleed, to con- 
fider^ continued the corporal, (ftanding perpen- 
dicularly) how low many a brave and upright 
fellow has been laid fmce that time ; ■ And 
truft me Sufy, added the corporal, turning to 
Sufannah, whofe eyes were fwimming in water 

—before that time comes round again, many 

a bright eye will be dim.— —Sufannah placed it 
to the right fide of the page — — (he wept — but 

flie coiu-pfied too* Are we not, continued 

Tjim> looking ftill at Sufannah — are we not like a 
flower of the field a tear of pride ftole in be- 
twixt every two tears of humiliation — — elfc no 

tongue^ 
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tongae eoold hive dsftribedjSti&imahrB bA^ 
«-4s not all 6tSk ^rs&f-^Sisdkj^i'^m dte^ 
They aU:loobd dixtStif^AM fenUtai^ ^^Mi-tU 
fcuUibn had joft been icoiiriag a fiAhlcdiLi^ll 
was notfidf. > ■ "• ' i" " • " s"--i' 

---What is the fioeft face tb»v ever Aian kteed 
at !— ~ I coal4 hear Trim taU fe £anem,4aM 
iSufannah, — ^what is it ! (Soikaaah hiid her hand 

upon Trim's Aouidcr)— but corrvptioa ?^ Sin^ 

fonaah took it off. ■*! ' /. li "^ 

— Now I love yon for this — and *tis thisde* 
licious mixture within you, trfakh sudces ^wo^ 
dear cieatures, . what yon are-^HMOKt he' who haR» 
yonfbriH-4dl!K.can£kyiof thetnatter^ is^Tta 
he has'dthev^ pnlkdEfarfor kis:^bead^<» a |iif|^ 
fop his hean,— Wwhenevte helsdiila^icoHMl 
bcfo^Adfo* -i>'. ■■■ • ' • '. '■■: :!.«»' 
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WHETHER Sufannsh, by tjikihg her 
hand too fuddenly fromf off the cop- 
porals (houlder, (by the whiikirig about of 
her paflionB)^^**<-*-^broke a- little .the dbain of ^ 
reflections ■ 

Or whether the corporal began to, be fut 
picious, he had got into the doftor's quarters^ 
and was talking more like the chaplain than him-^- 
feif— . ' 

Or whether ^-- >.--- 

Or whether for in all: fuch cafes a man of 

iaveittion and parts may with pleafiire fill » 
couple of pages with foppofitions*— which of all 
thefe was the caufe ; let the curious phyfiologift, 
or the curious any body determine — 'tis certain 

at 



1 
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at leaft, the corporal went on thus with his 
harangue. 

For my own part,- I declare it, that out of 

doors, I value not death at all ; ■ ■■ not this 

added the corporal fnapping his fingers, -- — . 
but with an air which no one but the cor- 
poral could have given to thie fentiment. — In 
battle, I value death not this ... and let him 
not take me cowardly Uke poor Joe Gibbins, in 
fcouring his gun. — What is he ? A pull of a 
trigger — a pufli of a bayonet an inch this way 
or that — makes the difference. — Look along 
the line — to the right — fee ! Jack's down I 
well, — 'tis worth a regiment of horfe to him — 
No — tis Dick. Then Jack's no worie. Never 
mind which, — we pafs on j — 4n hot purfnit the 
wound itfelf which brings him is not f^t — the 
befl way is to ftand up to him, — the man who 
flies, is in ten times more danger than the man 
who marches up into his jaws.— -Fve looked him, 
added the corporal, an hundred times in the face„ 
—and know what he is. — He's nothing, Obadiah,' 
at all in the field. — But he's very frightful in an 
houfe, quoth Obadiah. — I never mind it my- 
felf, laid Jonathan, upon a coach-box. — It muft,. 
in my opinion, be moft natural in bed, replied 
^ ofannah. — And could I efcape him by creeping 
into the worft calf's fldn that ever was made into 
a knapfack, I wonld do it there — faid Trim — 
but that is nature. 

—Nature is nature, faid Jonathan — And that 
is the reaibn, cried Sufannah, I fo much pity my 

miftrefs. • — She will never get the better of 

it.—* Now I pity the captain the moft of any one 
in the family, anfwered Trim. — Madani wUl get 
eafe of heart in weeping— and tke Scg»tt.\st\aJ^» 
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log about Ity -but mt poor mafter will ke^ k ail 
ia fileace to .himielh -^ I fiiaU hear him Jiglbi 
ia his bed for a whole month together, .ai 
he did for. lieutenant Le Fever. Jksf.. flk^ 
your honour, do not Ugh lb piteoufly, I wodd 
(ay to him as I lay bcfide him. I cannot 
help it, Trim, mysoftor woold iay, -^-^ 

it is ib melancholy an Acddent. 1 cannot 

get it off my heart. •— — Your honour lietn 

not death yourielf. I hopg, Trin^ I finr 

nothing, he would iay, but the dcung a witN^ 
thing. Well, he would add, whaterer beddes,. 

I will take care of Le Fever's boy. And 

with that, like a quieting draught, he would fall 
allccp. 

1 like to hear Trim's flories about, the captain, 

(aid Sufannah. r He is a kindiyfliearted 

gentleman, faid.Obadiah, as ever lived* "'y. * - 

Aye, and as brave a one too, (aid .the cnr^ 

po^a^, as ever ftcpt before a platoon.,?— There 
never was a better officer in the king's army^ 
— or a better man in God's world ; for he would 
march up to the mouth of a cannon^ though he 
faw the lighted match at the very touch-hole, — 
and yet, for all that, he has a heart as foft as a 
child for other people. — He would* not hurt a 
chicken. — I would fooner quoth Jonathan, drive 

fuch a gentleman for feven pounds a year 

than jbme for eight. — Thank thee Jonathan ! 
for thy twenty fhlllings — as much, Jonathan, faid, 
the corporal,, fhaking him by the hand, as if thou 
hadft put the money into my own pocket. — I 
woald ferve him to the day of my death out of 
love. He is a friend and a brother to me — and 
could I be fure my poor brother Tom was dead- 
continued the corporalj^ taking out his. handker- 
chief, 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 147 

chief, was I worth ten thouiand pounds, ( 

woald Icarc every (hilling of it to the captaia— 
Trim could not refrain from tears at this tefta- 
mcntary proof he gave of his afFcftion to his 

mafter. — ^The whole kitchen was afFeftcd. 

Do tell us this ftory of the poor lieutenant, faid 
nfannah— — with all my heart, anfwercd the 
corporal. 

' S. fannah, the cook, Jonathan, Obadiah, and 
corporal Trim, formed a circle about the fire j 
aad as foon as the fcullion had fhut the kitchen 
door, the corporal began, 

CHAP. XI. 

J Am a Turk if I had not as much forgot my 
mother, as if nature had plaftered me up, 
9iid fet me down naked upon the banks of the 
river Nile, without one.— f Your moft obedient 
fervant, Madam, — Tve coft you a great deal of 
trouble,-^ wifh it may anfwer— but you have 

left a crack in my back, and here's a great 

piece fallen off here before, and what 

mufti do with this foot ? 1 fliall never reach 

England with it. 

For my own part I never wonder at any thing ; 
•—and fo often has my judgment deceived me in 
my life, that I always fufpeft it, right or 
wrong, — at Icaft I am feldom hot upon cold 
fubjefls. For all this, I reverence truth as much 
as any body 5 and when it has flipped us, if a 
man will but take me by the hand» and go quiet- 
ly and fcarch for it, as for a thing we have both 

loft, and can neither of us do well without, 

ril go to the world's end with him : ^But I 



refolved from the beginning, That 'if eve 
my of martyrs M'as to be augmented,- i 
one raiied,-— I would havt no hand in 
way or t'other. 



B 
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U T to return to my moth 
uncle Toby's opinion, 
^< that there could be no harm in ( 
^* Gallus, the Roman praetor's lying 
•* wife ;" ■ or rather the laft woni of 
nion,— '(for it was all my mother- hca 
caught hold of her by the weak part 
whole fex i—Youfliall not raiftake mem- 
ber curiofity, — (he inftantly concluded 
the fubjeft of the converfation, and \ 
prcporeffion upon her fancy, you wU] 
conceive every word my father faid, wa 
modated either to hcrfelf, or her family < 
— Pray, Madam, in what ftreet does 
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the ♦ Life of Socrates himfelf the year before he 
left off trade, which, I fear, was the means of 
haftcning him out of it •, {o that no one was 
able to fet out with fo full a fail, and in fo fwel- 
ling a tide of heroic loftinefs upon the occafion, 
as my father was. Not a period in Socrates's 
oration, which clofed with a fliorter word than 
tranfmigration, or annihilation, or a worfe thought 

in the middle of it than to be or not to be,-*- 

the entering upon a new and .untried ftate of 
things,— or, upon a long, a profound and peace- 
ful fleep, without dreams, without difturbance ; 
—That we and our children were born to die,— - 
but neither of us born to be flaves. — No— there I 
miftake ; that was part of Eleazer's oration, as 

recorded byjofephus (deBel. Judaic.) Elea- 

2cr owns he had it from the philofophers of In- 
dia $ in all likelihood Alexander the Great, ia 
ills irruption mto India, after he had over-run 
Perjfia, ar.ongft the many things he ftole,— ftolc 
that fentiment alfo ; by which means it was car- 
ried, if not all the way by himfelf, (for we all 
know he died iat Babylon) at leaft by fome of his 
tnaroders, into Greece,— from Greece it got to 

Rome, from Rome to France, and from 

France to England :— So things come round.— 
By land carriage, I can conceive no other. 
way.— 

By water the fentiment might eafrly have come 
down the Ganges into the Sinus Gangeticus, or 
Bay of Bengal, and fo into the Indian Sea ; and 

following 

* This book my father would never confent to 
puhVtJh \ Uh in manufcript^ ivithfome other traBs 
7f hisy in the family y all or mojl of ivhich will be 
Printed in due time. 
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following the comic of trade, (tbc waj from b* 
dia by the Cape of Good Hope hmg then w- 
kAOwn) niiflht be csymd with other drugs iwl 
fpices up the Red Sea to Joddah, the fott^ 
Mecca, or elfeto Toror Suez, towns at tbeboii 
torn of the gulf i and from thence hy karrawaai 
to Coptos, but three days journey, diftant, fo Sam 
the Nile dire^Uy to Alexandria, where the sek 
Ti M i^NT would be landed at the very foot of tlji 
great ftaircaiie of the Alexandrian librarv,r-r- 
and bom that I{ore«hou£b it would be fetched^ 
Ble& me I what a trade was dmen 6y iji 
learned in thole days I 



CHAP. xm. 

No W my father had a way, a fit 
tie like that of Job's, m cafe ther 



ever was fuch a man -^ if not, there's an end!o 
jhe matter. 

Though, by the bye, becaufe your karno 
men find fome difficulty in fixing the precife xt 
in which fo great . a man lived ; —whether, fo 
inftance, before or after the patrfarchs, &c.- 
to vote, therefore, that he never lived at all, » 
a little cruel, — 'tis not doing as they would b 
done by (happen that as it ma}')~My father, 
fay, had a way, when things went extreme! 
wrong with him, efpecially upon the firft fall 
of his impatience, — of wondering why he wa 

begot, — wifhing himfelf dead : fometimc 

worle ; - And when the provocation ran higl: 
and grief touched his lips with more than ord; 
nary powers, — Sir, you fcarce could have di] 
tingulflied him from Socrates himfelf, — Ever 

wor 
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)rd would breathe the fentiments of a ibul dii- 
inlhg life, and careleis about all its ifT'ues ; for 
iich reafon, though my mother was a woman 

no deep reading, yet the abllrad of Socrates's 
ition, *which my father was giving my uncle 
)bv, was not altogether new to her.— She liA 
led to it with compofed intelligence, and would 
ve done fo to the end of the chapter, had not 
jf father plunged (which he had no occafion 

have done (into that part of the pleading 
here the great philosopher reckons up hh con- 
:fHon9, his alliances, and children ; but re- 
mnces a fecurity to be fo won by working upon 
c paflions of his judges.—*—" I have friends' 
— I have relations, — I have three dcfolate 

children,'* lays Socrates. — 

•^Thcn, cried my mother, opening the door, 

you have one more, Mr^ Shandy, than I know 

By heaven I I have one lefs — faid my father, 
tting up and walking out of the room. 



•CHAP. XIV. 

— They are Socrates's children, faid my uncle 
>by. He has been dead a hundred years ago, 
plied my mother* 

My uncle Toby was no chronologer — {6 m t 
ring to advance a ilep but upon fafe ground, 
: laid down his pipe deliberately upon the t?- 
?, and rifing lip, and taking my mother mcft 
Cidiy by the hand, without ftying another word, 
btr good or bad, to her, he led her out After 
f father, that he might finifli the ecclaircifle- 
nxt himfelf. 



£ Jl^ lels every one's lite and opinions 
looked upon as a farce as well as mi 
no reafon to fuppofe— the laft chapter, 
finiftied the fii ft aft of it, and then thi 
muft have fet off thus. 

Ptr....r....r....ing — t wing--- twang — p 

' tis a curfed bad fiddle — Do you kr 

ther my fiddle's in tune or no ?— tru 

They fhould be fifths. ' . 

cdly ftrung — tr... a.e.i.p.u— * — twang — 
bridge is a mile too high, and the ft 

abfolutely down elfe trut...pru( 

'tis not fo bad a ton e Diddle, did 

die, diddle, diddle, dum. There is n 
playing before good judges, but there 

there no— —-not him with the bu 

dcr his arm the grave man in 

S'death ! not the gentleman with the f 
Sir, I had rather play a Caprichio 
ope herfelf, than draw* my bow acrofs i 
before that very man ; and yet FU ftakc 
mona to a Jew's trump, which is the grej 
fical odds that ever were laid, that I will 
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was Apollo to take his fiddle after me, he can 
make him no better. 

Diddle diddle, diddle, diddle, diddle, diddle— 
hum — dum — drum. 

— — Your worftiips and your revereaccs love 
mufick— — and God has made you all with 
good ears— ^and fome of you play delightfully 
yourfelvds '• trut-prut, — prut-trut. 

O ! ; there is vdiom I could fit and hear 

whole days ^ hofe talents lie in making 

what he fiddles to be felt, who infpires mc 

with his joys and hopes, and puts the moft hid- 

^ den fprings of my heart into motion. If you 

would borrow five guineas of me, Sir, - 

which is generally ten guiiieas more than I have 
tofparc— '— — — or you, MefTrs. Apothecary 
and Tgylor, want your bills paying, that's your 
time.. 



CHAP. XVI. 

TH E firft thing >yhich entered my father's 
head^ after affairs were a little fettled in 
the family, and Sufannah had got pofleflion of 
ftiy mother's green fattin night-gown ■ 
was to fit down coolly after the example of Xe- 
nophon, and write aTRiTRA-paedia, or fyftem 
of ednc^ation for me ; coUeftiHg firft for that pur- 
pofe his own fcattered thoughts, counfels, and 
notions ; and binding them together, fo as to 
form an i k st i t u t e for the government of my 
childhood and adolefcence. I was my father's 

laft ftake he had loft my brother Bobby 

entirely,— - he had loft, by his own com- 
putation, full three-fourths of me that is. 
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he had been nfeninattia hb three £rA^ 
cafts for me — my gcoitiire, maht, and name,— 
there was bat this one Ht} and accordingl) my 
father gave himfelf op to it wkfa a$ much devo^ 
tioQ as ever my node Tobj hsd done :o his doc* 
trine of projcOilrs-—* The diffcreocc bct>arcett 
them was, that my unde Toby drew hts whole 
knowledge of projectiles from Nicholas T^u-cigiia 
■ M y fadicr fpiin his, every thread of 

it, out of his own bram,*or reeled and croii 
t^iriflcd what all other fpianers aod fpindtrs had 
ipon before hhn, that 'twas pfetty near the hmt 
tortore to Urn* 

In aboot three Tears* or Jbmetbmg morcj my 
father had gpt adranced almoft imo the middle 
of his work, lake all otiier ^lers^ he met 
with difappciiitments.— He tmagtaed he Jhould 
be able to brmg whatever he had to ^y* into fo 
fmall a compaJs, that when it was fimfhed and 
bound, it might be rolled up in my mother's 

hnffiYC. Matter grows tinder our hinds, — 

liCt no man fay> — ** Come-*— Fll write a doo* 
dccimo**' 

My father gave himfelf up to it, however^ 
with the moft painful diligence, proceedii^ ftq> 
by (lep in every line, with the fame kind of oai»* 
tion and drcumfpe<fbion (though I cannot £iT 
upon quite fo religious a principle) as was nfcd 
by John de la Caflc, the lord archbiftiop of Be* 
ncvento, in compalling his Galatea ; in which 
liis Grace of Benevento fpent near forty years 
of his life ; and when the thing came out^ it 
was not above half the fize or the thicknefsof a 
Rider's Almanack. — How the holy man ma- 
naged the affair, unlefs he fpent the greatcA pait 
of his time in combing his whUkers, or playing 
■i^ at 
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imero with his chaplain, — would pofc any 
1 not let into the true fecret 5— and therefore 
orth explaining to the world, v/as it only 
le encouragement of thofe few in it, who 
not fo much to be fed as to be famous, 
wn had John de la Cafle, the afchbiftiop of 
'ento, for whofe memory (notwithftanding 
alatca) I retain the higheft veneration, — ^ 
le been, Sir, a flender clerk, of dull wit — 
parts, coftive head, and fo forth, — lie and 
alatea might h^vc jogged on together to the 

f Methufrlah for me the phenomenon 

lot been worth a parenthefis. — 
t the reverie of this Wiis the truth : John 
Cafle was a genius of fine parts and fertile 
5 and yet with all thcfe great advantages of 
e, which fhpuld have pricked him forwards 
his Galatea, he lay under an impuiflancc at 
ime time of advancing aborc a line and a half 
iC compafe of a whole fummer's day : this 
ility in his Grace arofe from an opinion he 
ifflifted with, — which opinion was this, -A'iz^ 
whenever a Chriftian was writing a book 
for his private amufement, but) where his 
t and purpofc was, bona fide, to print and 
Ih it to the world, his firft thoughts were al- 

; the temptations of the evil one 1 his 

the ftate of ordinary writers : but when a 

mage of venerable chara^Ver and high ftation, 

r in church or ftate, once turned author, 

he maintained, that from the vzry mo* 

: he took pen in hand all the devils In 

broke out oi their holes to cajole him. ^ 

as. term*time with them, every thought, 

and Lift, was captious; how fpecious and 
I Ibcver,— 'twas all one;-— 111 whatever 
OL. V- G fotiK 



his probation in it, precifely that of ai 
man militant upon earth, both dependii 
not half fo much upon the degrees of his 

as his RESISTANCE. 

My father was hugely pleafcd with thl 
of John de la Caffe, archbi/hop of Be 
and (had it not cramped him a little in h 
I believe would have given ten of the t 
in the Shandy eftate, to have been the 
of it. — How far my father aftually be 
the devil, will be feen, when I come to 
my father's religious notions in the pre 
this work : 'tis enough to fay here, as 
not have the honour of it, in the literal 
the doftrinc— he took up with the allege 
— aod would often fay, efpedally when 
was a little retrogade, there was as mu 
meaning, truth, and knowledge, couch 
the veil of John de la Cafle's parabolic 

&ntation, as was to be found in any 

tic fiftion, or myftic record of antiquity, 
dice of education, he would fay, is the d< 
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clack of nurfes, and of the nfonfenfe of the 
women (of both fexes) throughout the Idng- 
n. ^ 

Phis 19 the beft account 1 am determined to 
z of the flow progrefs my father made in his 
ifira-psedia i at which (as I faid) he was three 
rs and fomething more, indefatigably at work, 
I at laft, had fcarce compleated, by his own 
koning, one half of his ufldertaking : the mis« 
tune was, that I was all that time totally ne<> 
fted and abandoned to my mother : and what 
s almoft as bad, by the very delay the firft 
t of the work, upon which my father had fpent 
' moft of his pains, was rendered entirely ufe* 
I,— every day a page or two became of no con« 

oence* 

—Certainly it wis ordained is a fcourge upon 
pride of human wifdom, 7'hat the wifeft of 
all, fliouldthus outwit ourfelvcs, and eternally 
ego our ptirpofes in the intemperate aft of pur- 
ig them. 

!o (hort-, toy father was fo long in all his afts 
refiAance, — or in other words,-^he advanced 
very flow with his work, and I began to live 
[ get forwards at fuch a rate, that if an event 
I not happened, — which, when we get to it, 
: can be told with decency, ftiall not be con- 
led a moment from the reader— I verily believe^ 
lad put by my father, and left him drawing a 
-dial, for no better purpofe than to be buried 
Icr grounds 
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1 ^ W A S nothing, 1 did nc 

1 two drops of blood by it— 
tiot wonh cailing in a furgr oo, haJ he lived 
^Joor to as— thoufanda fufFer by choice, w 
did by acddcnt,- — Do^or Slop made ten 
more of it, than there was occaHoQ : — Som< 
rife, by the art of hanging great weights 
fmall wires, — aod I am Ms day ( Augdl the 
I y9 1 ) paying part of the price of this man's 
Ution. — O 'twoidd provoke a ftone, to fet 
things are carried on in this world J — The * 
ber-maid had left no******** uadt 

bed ; Cannot yoa contrive, mafter, 

Sufannab, lifting up the fafh with one hnt 
Jhe fpoke, and helping me up into the wii 
feat with the other cannot you hi: 

my dear, for a fingk time to******* 

I was five years old, Sofannah did nc 

fider that nothing was well hung in our f 
— — -fo flap came the fafh down like ligh 

upon us J — Nothing is left, •— — 

Sufannah, nothing is left — —for m 

to run my country. 

My uncle Toby's houfe was a much 
fanftuary ; and fo Sufannah fled to it. 



w 



CHAP. XVIIL 

HEN Sufannah told the corpon 
mifadventure of the fafti, with a 

cu-cumf 
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imftances which attended the murder of me,. 

fhe called it) the- blood forfcok his 

ks -,— -all accefTaries m murder, being princi- 

, 'f rim's confcience told him he was as 

h to blame as Sufannah, and if the doftrine 

been true, my uncle Toby had as much of 
blood-ihed to anfwer for to heaven, as either 

:hem 5 fo that neither reafon or inflin^, 

rate or to[;ether, could poffibly have guided 
mnah's ftcps to (o proper an afylum. It is in 
; to leave this to the reader's imagination : 
to form any kind of hypothefis, that 

render thefe propofitions feaiible, he muft* 

gel his brains fore, and to do it without 

e muA have fuch brains as no reader ever had 

)re him. Why Ihould I put them cither 

riaJb ^^ ^^ torture ? ^Tis my own affair : I'll 
lain it mvfclf. 



e II A F. XIX. 

• 

"^iS a pity» Trim, faid ray uncle Toby,. 

refting with hi^ hand upon the corporal's- 

ildcr, as they both flood furveying their work, 

lat we have not a couple of field pieces ta 

nt in the f;orgp of that new redoubt ; 

luld fecure the lines all along there, and make 
attack on that fide quite complete - get me a 
3le caft. Trim* 

"our Honour fiiall have them, replied Trim, . 
>re to-morrow-morning. 
: was the joy of Trim's heart, nor was his- 
le head ever at a lofs for expedients in doing 
x> iHpply my uncle Toby in his campaigns,. 
I whatever his fancy called for j had it firen^ 
G I hlr; 
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lus laft crown, he woald have fate < 
hamimercd it into a ptdeiero ro hare pi 
fiogle wifli in lus inaAer. The .corpor 
ready, — what with tutting off the ends 
de ''foby 's fpouts - hacking and chifeli 
fides of his leaden gatters»— ^Iting 
pewter (having baibo,^and going at 
Lewis the fourteenth, on to the top of d 
for fpare ends, &c.— *he had that very 
brought no left than e^ht new batterin| 
befides tluw demi-colverins into the 
uncle Toby's demand for two more ^e< 
redoubt, bad iet the corporal at wo 
and no better refoorcc offi^ring, he had 
two leaden weights from the niuriby win 
as the faiSi puUies, when the lead ^ 
-were of no Idnd of oie, he had taken t 
alfo, to make a couple of wheels for oi 
carriages. 

He bad difmantled every faih wind 
uncle Toby's houfe long before, in the 

\vay, —though not always in th 

der ; for fomctimes the puUies had bee 
and not the lead,— fo then he began wit 
lies, — and the puUies being picked outj 

lead became ufelefs, and fo the 

to pot too. 

A great Moral might be picked h 
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CHAP. XX. 

THE corporal had not taken, his mearurcs 
^ fo badly in this ftroke of artilleryfhip, but 
that he might have kept the matter entirely to 
Mmfclf, and left Sufannah to have fuftained the 
whole weight of the attack, as flie could j true 
courage is not content with coming off fo. — Th^ 
corporal, whether as general or comptroller of 

the train, ?twas no matter, had donc- 

that, without which, as he imagined, the nusfor- 
tunc could never have happened,— at leaft in Su* 
Cuinah's hands ;— How would j'our honours have 
behaved ? — He determined at once, not to take 
Ihelter behind Sufannah^— but to give it j and 
iKath this refolution upon his mind, he marched 
upright into the parlour, to lay the whole ma- 
soeavre before,my uncle Toby. 

My uncle Toby had juft then been giving Yo*- 
rick an account of the battle of Sieenkirk, and of ^ 
the ftrange conduft of count Solmes in ordering . 
the foot to halt, and the horje to march where it 
could not aft •, which was direftly contrary to the 
kmg's commands, and proved the lofs of the 
ilay. 

There ire incidents in fome families fo pat to 
Ae purpofe of what is going to follow. — they are 
£:arce exceeded by the invention of a dramatic 
writer j— I mean of ancient days. ■■■■ 

Trim, by the help of his forefinger, laid flat 

upon the table, and the edge of his hand ftriking 

wcrofs it, at the right angles, made a fhift to tell 

Us ftory fo,, that priefls and virgins might have 

G 4, liAcoed^ 
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tftened to it ; ■ a nd the ftory being told,- 
dialogue went on as follows. 

CHAP. XXI. 

1 wonlil l)e picquetted to death, cri« 

i-orj)oral, as he concluded Sufannah's ftor^ 
fore I would ibftcr the woman to come t( 

harm,-^ 'twas my fault, an* pleafe you 

U4>ur, — not hers. 

Corporal Trim> replied my uncle TobV: 
ting on his hat, which lay upon the tablej . 
any thing can be faii to be a fault, when tl 
vice ablblutely requires it /hould be done,- 
certainly who deferve the blame,-:— you o 
your orders. 

Had' count SoJmes, Trim, done the fame 
battle of Steenkirk, fald Yorick, drolling i 
tipon the corporal, who had been run over 

dragoon in the retreat, he had faved 

— ' — Saved ! cried Trim, iiirerrupting Y 

and Hnifhing the fentence for him after hij 
fafhion, he had faved five battalioj[:s, an' 

your reverence, every foul of them: 

was Cutt's continued the corporal, cla 

the fore. finger of his right-hand upon the t 
of his left, and counting round his hand, 
there was Cutt's— Mackay*s — Angus's— 

hana's and Levan's, all cut to pieces •,- 

fo had the Englifh life-guards too, had i 
been for fome regiments upon the right, 
marched up boldly to their rclief, and rec 
the enemy's fire in their fiiccs, before any c 
their own platoons difcharged a miifket, — t 
Vq to heaven foi ix.-^'aAd^<i T\\m. Tr 
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li^ht, faid my uncle Toby, nodding-to Yorick,— '- 
he's perfeftiy right.^ What fignified his march-- 
ing the horfe, contiaucdthe^ corporal, where the 
ground was io ftr^it, and the French had fuch a 
nation of hedges, and copies, and ditches, and- 
fcUed trees laid this wj^y and that to cover them ; ^ 
(as they, always have.)^ — r Count Solmes ftiould 
have feat ui-—*— we would have fijred" muzzle to 
UMizzle with. -them for their lives : —There was 
nothing to- be done for. the hocfe:-!-He had his • 
foot (hot off however f«r his pains,, continued the 
corporal,, the very .n^t campaign at Landen. — 
Poor Trim, got his wound there, quoth my uncle 
Tqby^f. -■■ ' 1 was owing, an* pleafc your Ho- 

XLourj entirely .to count Solmes,--^- had we, 

drubbed them foandly at Stcenkirk, they would 
not have fought us at Landen.— PolTibly not: — 
Trim, faidmy uncle 1 oby jT-though if they have 
the advantage of a wood, or you give them a mo- 
ment's time toantrench themfelves, they area na- 
tion, which will pop and pop for ever at you.— 
There is no way but to march coolly up to them, 
—receive their fire, and fall in upon them, pell-- 
mell — Ding-dong, added Trim.. Horfe and foot, ' 
&ld my uncle Toby — Hclter fkelter, faid Trim. 

Right and left, , cried my uncle } oby. - 

Blood an' ounds, fhouted the corporal; the 

battle raged,-: — ^ Yorick drew his •chair a 

little to one fide for fafecy, and after a moment'^- 
j^ufe, .my uncle Toby finking his voice anote^^ 
refiimed the difcourfeas follows. . 



eHAP/'. 
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KI ^ G William, faid my uncle Toby, id- 
dreffing himfclf to Yorick, was fo terribly 
provoked at couat Solmes, for diibbeying his or- 
ders, that he would not fuffer him to come inta 
his prcfcnce for many months after.— I fear, an- 
iwered Yorick, the fquire vrill be as much pro- 
voked at the corporal, as the King at the coimr. 
-—But *twould be Angularly hard in this cafe,, 
continued he, if corporal 1 rim, who has be- 
haved fb diametrically oppofite to count Solinet, 
fhould have the fate to be rewarded with the fame 
difgrace;— too oft in this world, do things take 

that train. I would fpring a mincy cried my 

«ncle Toby, rifing up, and blow up my f«wtifica- 
tions, and my houfe with them, and we woaU 
perifh under their ruins, ere I would flaad by and 

fee it. Trim direfted a flight,— but a gratefti 

bow towards his- mafter,— and fa the chaptq 
ends» ' 
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— ■ . 1 hen, Yorick, replied my uncle 
Toby, you and I will lead the way abreaA,-«-aii(I 
do yon, corporal, follow a few paces behind us. 

And Jkifannah,. att* pleafe your Honour^ 

faid Trim, fhall be put in the rear^: 'Twa$ 

an excellent difpofition, and in this order, widi- 
out either drums beating, or colours flying, they 
marched llowly from my uncle Toby's houfe to 
. iSAandy-haU. 
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• 1 wifti, faid Trhn, as they entered the 

door, — ^inftcad of the fafh-wcights, I had cut 
off the chnrch-fpout, as I once thought to have • 

^ne.-: You have cut off Ipouts c«ow, re* • 

plied Yorick.^ 



G H A P. XXIV. 

AS -many pidlores as havetbccn given of my^' 
father, how like him focvcr in different 
airs and attitudes,-— *-not one or all of them, ^ 
can ever help the readei: to any kind of precon- 
ception of how my father would think,, fpeak, 
or aA, upon any untried occafibn or occurrence 

of life.- ^There was that infinitude of od- 

fides 4n him, and of chances along with it, by 
which handle he would take a thing,-r>it baffled 

Sir, all calculations. 1 he truth was, his • 

road lay fo very far- on <Hie fide, from that 
wherein moft men travelled — that every objeft 
biefore him prefcnted a .face and- fe£tion of itfelf 
to his eye, altogether different from the plan and ' 
elevation of it Teen by the reft of mankind.-^ 
k'cther words, 'twas a different objeA,— andin 
courfe was differently confidered. 

This is the true reafon, that my dear Jenny 
and I, as v/ell as all the world befides us, have - 

fflch eternal fquabbles about nothing. She 

looks at her outfide, — I, at her in. — Howis.it 
ppfBble we fhould agree about her value ? 
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CRAP XXV. 

^T^IS a point fettled, — and I mention it fa 
1^ the comfort of the J Confucius, who is ' 
apt to get entangled in telling a plain ftory, — 
that provided he keeps along the line of bis fto- 
ry, — he may go backwards and forwards, as k | 
will, — 'tis ftill held to be no digreilion. 

This being premifed, I take the benefit of 
the aft of going backwards myfclf. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

FIFTY thoufand pannier loads of devils— | 
(not of the Archbifhop of Benevento's- 
I mean of Rabelais's devils) with their tails 
chopped off by their rumps, could not have 

madefo diabolical a fcrcam of it, as I did • 

when the accident befell me : it fummoncd up 
my mother inftantly into the nuifery, — fo that 
Sufannah had but juft time to make her efcape 
^o.wn the back flairs, as my mother came op 
the fore. 

Now, though I was old enough to have told 
the ftory myfelt^ — and young enough, I hope, 
to hw^ve done it without malignity ; yet Sufannah, 
in pafling by the kitchen, for fear of accidents, 

had left it in fliort-hand with the cook the 

cook had told it with a commentary to Jona- 
than, 

% Mr. Shandy isfuppofedto mean **** *****, 
jEfq; member for ■***''^*,— — ond not tlae Cf>\n«f< 
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than, and Jonathan to Obadiah ; fo that by the 
time my father had rung the bell half a dozen 
times, to know what was the matter above, — 
was Obadiah enabled to give him a particular ac- 
count of it, juft as it had happened. 1 

thought as much, faid my father, tucking up 
his night-gown ;— -and fo walked' up flairs. — 

One would imagine from this — (though for 
my own part I fomewhat queftion it) — that my 
father before that time, had aftually wrote that 
remarkable chapter in the Triftra-padia, which 
to me is the moft original and entertaining one 
in the whole book :^— and that is the chapter 
upon farfh-windows, with a bitter Philippick at 
the end of it, upon the forgetfulnefs of cham- 
ber-maids. — I have but two reafons for thinking 
otherwife. 

Firft, Had the matter been taken into confi- 
deration, before the event happened, ^my father 
certainly would have nailed up the fa{h-window 
for good and all ; . > which, confideringwith. 
what difficulty he compofed books,— he might 
have done with ten times lefs trouble, than. he 
could have wrote the chapter : this argument I 
forefee holds good againft his writing the chap* 
ter, even after the event ; but 'tis obviated under 
the fecond reafon, which I have the honour to 
offer to the world in fupport of my opinion, that 
my father did not write the chapter tipon fafh- 
windows and chamber-pots, at the time fuppo- 
fed,— and it is this. 

— 1 hat in order to render the Triflra-paedia^ 
oomplete, — I wrote thexhaptcr myfelf.. 
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MY father put on hb fpeftades — looked;, 
took them off, — put them into the cafe 
—alt m Ids than a ftaiLitable minute y and wtdi* 
out opening his lipsj turned abotjt, and walked 
precipitately down ftali's ; my mother imagined 
he had fttppcd down for lint aiid baiilicon; 
but feeing him return with a couple of folios un- 
der his arm, and Obadiah - following him with a 
large reading deik, he took it for granted 'twas^. 
an herbal, and fo drew him a chair to the bed— 
fide, that he might conihlt upon the cafe at hls^ 
eafc* 

If it be bm right done,— faid my facher, 

turning to the Se^ion — de fede vcl fubjeflo cir- 
cumcifioois,~fcr he had brought up Scpencer de 

Legibtts Htbrarorum Rituaiibui and Maimo- 

nides, in order to confroot and examine, us alto- 
gether., 

If it be t'ut right d6ne,^q«oth he j— - 

Only tell us, quoth my mother, interrupting 
htm, what herbs* : — For that, replied my fa- 
ther, you rauft fend for Dr. Slop. 

My mother went down, and my father went 
on, reading the feftion as follows. 

#..V * # * # #. * * # » #:- «!^ 

* * Very well,-: faid my fathfer, * * 

*r #= #. # * ♦- # # •^i 

nay, if it has that convenience^ and'' 

fo without flopping a moment to fettk.it &ft in • 

his 
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Ks mindj whether the Jews had it from the 
Egyptians, or the Egyptians from the Jews, — he 
nie up, and rubbing his forehead two or three: 
times acrois with the palm of his hand, in the 
manner we rub out the footfteps of care, when 
evil has trod lighter upon us than we foreboded, 

he ihut the book, and walked down flair?.. 

Nay, iaid he, mentioning the name 
ef a Afferent great nation upon every flep as he 
fct Ms foot upon it — if the Egyptians, — the 

ST&IlN8,thePH0EClNlANS,-^-^-theAiLABI- 

AKSy— ^e Cappadocians — if the Colchi, 
and TuoGLODTTES did it — ^if Solon and Py- 
thagoras fubmittcd, what is Tristram ?. 

• Who am I, that I fhould fret,, or fume. 

one moment about the matter ?. 



C H A P.- xxvin. 

DEAR Yorick,: faid my father fmaiiftg, (for 
Yorick had broke his rank with my uncle 
TToby in coming through the. narrow entry,- and 
to had fleptfirft into the parlour) — this Triftram. 
of ours, I find, comes very hardly by all his re- 
ligious rites.: Never was the fon of Jew,, 

Chriftian, 1?urk, or Infidel imtiated into them^ . 
in fb oblique and flovenly a manner.^ — But he 

isnoworfe, I trufV, fiud Yorick. There he 9-. 

been certainly, continued my father, the deufe 
and all to do in fome part or other of the edip- 
fic, wlfen this offspring of mine was formed .—— 
That, you are a better^ judge of' than I, replied 
Torick.. Afbologers,. quoth, my father, know? 
better than us boUi :-«-*-the trme. and fextile ai^ 
jttfts have jumped awry , ■ o r Ae oppoiite of 



} 
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thdrafcnici;int^ have not hit k, as they fhonlJ, 
— — or ihe loriii of the gtnirLUeE (as ihey call 
tHem) hive been at bo-pccp, — or., ibmethkig ka* 
bten wrong above or below with 11 s- 

' I is poiliblc^ aofwered Yorlck* — But is the 
child, crkd my uriclc Ttiby, the worie ?-^l'he 
Troglodytes liiy Bot, replicti my father-— And 
}oiir thcoJoglflsj Yonck, teU vts — '1 heologicaily; 

£itd Yorick^ or {peaking aJ'ter the mantisr 

of * apothecariei?-- -f ii^dicen i — or § waf 



1 



trwoirrcn ? 

— Fm not furc, replied my, father, - but thq 
tell us, brother I oby, hc'^ the better for 11— 
Provided, faid Y'ovick, yfM travel him iuK 
Hgypu Of th^t^ anfwer^d my f*ti|er, he wii 
have th^ a dv a at age when he fceslhcPjjj-amjdtt*-:-;" 
Now^ every word of this, quoth my uncle To- 
by, is Ajrabick to nie- 1 wifti, iiud Yoiick 
h^ds fof to haJf the world* ^ ' 

— (IluSj coutjnucd my father, ckcumd&c 
his whole army one mormng.— Not withom ; 
court Oiaitial r crkd my uncle Toby, — 1 houg) 
the learned] coatlnued he, taking uo notice o 
my unclpToby*s remark, but mmifig to Y'orick 
^^are greatly divided ffiil who II us was ; — fomi 

fay Saturn ; — - fomc the ftipreme Bemg ; 

others, no more than a brigadier general mide 
Pharaoh Neco. Ltt him be who he wiU, fau 

m; 

* ,ChaIe/^es rto/ou, kai dufiatou {ipal!iig€.y eirnnthrak 
htlovfin. ., , - Philo 

f 'fa temnotiiena ton eihnon polugono-ati^y kuLpolutm 
tbro fotaia einai, 

J Kalh:viote tos ^ineken. B o c H a r T 

§ O Ih^^ ta aeduia peritemnotai, Tauta poufai Im 
igg^^j' iVito Jummathout kaia ugkafas,. 
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xtiy uncle Toby ; I know not by what artkle of 
War he could juftify it. 

Thccoatrovertifts, anfwered my father, afiign 
two and twenty different reafons for it— others 
indeed who have drawn their pens on the oppo- 
fite fide of the queftion, have (hewn the world 
the futility of the greateft part of them. But 
then again, our bcft polemic divines — I wifh 
there was not a polemic divine, faid Yorick, in 
the kipgdora ; — one, ounce of praftical divinity 
— is worth a painted fiiip load of all their reve- 
rences have imported thefc fifty years. Pray, 
Mr. Yorick, quoth my uncle Toby, do tell mc 
whatria polemic divine is. — The beft dcfcription, 
captain Shandy, I have ever read, is of a cou- 
ple of 'em, replied Yorick, in the account of the 
battle fought fingle hands betwixt Gymnaft and 
captain Tripet j A^^hich I have in my pocket.— 
I beg I may hear it, quoth my uncle Toby car- 
neftly.— ^You fiiall, faid Yorick. — — And as 
the corporal is waiting for me at the door, — and 
I know the defcriptic^ji of a battle will do the 

poor fellow more good than his fupper, 1 

beg, brother, you'll give him leave to come in. 
— With all my foul, faid my father. — ^Trim ca#*ie 
in, ereft and happy as an emperor : and having 
fhut the door, Yorick took a boo^ from his right 
hand coat pocket, and read, or pretended to i cad 
as follows. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

— ** which words being heard by all the fol- 
*^ diers which were there, divers of them beiRg 
** inwardly terrified, did Ihriiik back and made 

*' room 



i 



1 
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^< room for the aflTsulaot : all this did Gymoaft 
*' very well remark and confider ; and therefore^ 
<< making as if he would have alighted from of 
'* his horie, as he was poifing himfelf on the 
** mounting fide, he moil nimbly (with his Bvoit 
" fword by his thigh) fhifting his feet in the 
•* ftirrup and performing the flirrup-leather feat, 
** whereby, after the inclining of his body 
'< downwards, he forthwith launched bimlelif 
^' aloft into the air, and placed both his feet to> 
<' gether upon the faddle, /landing upright, irith 
'< his back turned towards his hbrfe's head,— Now 
** (faid he) my cafe goes forward. Then fuddenl} 
•* in the fame pofturc wherein he was, he fetd^ 
** ed a gambol upon one foot, and turning to the 
<< left-hand, failed not to carry his body per- 
^* fe^Iy round, juft into hisi former pofitioo^ 
** without miffing one jot.— Ha ! faid Trirci, 

'* I will not do that at this time, ^and 

" not without cauft. Well, faid Gymnafl, 
" I have failed, — I will undo this leap ; then 
" with a marvellous ftrcngth and agility, turn* 
*' ing towards the right-hand, he fetched ano- 
** ther friiking gambol as before ; which done^ 
" he fet his right-hand thtimb upon the bow ot 
** the faddle, raifed himfelf up, and fprung in- 
" to the air, f>olfmg and upholding his whole 
** weight upon the mufcle and nerve of the faid 
" thumb, and fo turned and whirled himfeit 
** about three times: at the fourth, reverfing 
** his body and overturning it up-iide down, anJ 
" fore-fide back, without touching any thing, he 
" brought himfelf betwixt the horfe's two ears, 
** and then giving himfelf a jerking fwing, he 
.^^ fcated himfelf upon the crupper." — 
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(This can't be fighting, faid my uncle Toby. — 
The corporal fhook his icad at it. — Have patience, 
faid Yorick.) 

** Then (Tripct) pafs*d his right leg over 

** his faddle, and placed himfelf en croup. 

•* But, iaid he, 'twere better for me to get into 
*« the faddle 5 then putdng the thumbs of both 
" hands upon the crupper before him, and 
" thereupon leaning himfelf as the only fup- 
" porters of his body, be incontinently turned 
'< beds over head in the air, and ftraight found 
" himfelf betwixt the bow of thefaddk in a to- 
'' lerable (eat ; then fpring^g into the air with a 
*' fumnierfct be turned him about like a wind- 
" mill, and made above a hundred friflcs, turns 
•* and demiponmiadas." — Good God ! cried, 

Trim, lofing all patience, one home thruft 

of a bayonet is worth it all.— I think fo too, re»- 

plied Yorick. — 

lam of a contrary opinion, quoth my father. 



CHAP. XXX 



• No, - I think I have advanced 

nothing, replied my father, making anfwcr to 
a queftion which Yoiick had taken the liberty to 

put to him, 1 have advanced nothing in 

the TiiftraF-pxdia, but what is as clear as any 

one propofition in Euclid Reach me, Trim, 

that book from off the fcrutoir : it has oft 

ti mes b een in my mind, continued my father, to 
h|(flfe|['ad it over both to you, Yorick, and to 
m^lrother Toby, and I think it a little un- 
friendly in mj'fclf, in not having done it long 
^0 1 ■ ■ fliall we have a fhort chapter or two 

now. 
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now J — ^aiid a chapter or two heiTaftcr> as ocofions 
iervc ; an J fo on, till we get through the whole r 
Mj' uncle 1 cby an J Yorkk txiick the obeifance 
which was proper ; and thecorporalj though he 
wns not included in the compliment, iatd his h^nd 
upon hi& brcaft, and made his bow at tbt faac 
time- — The compaTiy fm'ilcdp Trim, qiioih my 
father, has paid the full price for Aa) itig out the 
entertainment. — He did not feem to reliJh the 

phjr, replied Yorick. 'Twas a 'lora-fooi- 

battle, SLif pkafe your reverence, of capralfl 
Tri pet's and that other oSFicer, makitig fo many 
fummeTfets as they advanced -,— the Prtnch come 
on capering now and then tn that way,— but net 
quite ib much. 

My uncle 1 oby never felt the confcioufncfs of 
hh exlflencc with more complacency than what 
the corporal !J, and his own refledlions made hiin 
do at that moment ; — he lighted his pipe, — 
Yorkk dre^p his chavr clofer to the table, — 
Trim fr^ufied the can^^le, — my fither ftirred up 
the fire^ took up the book, i^— coijghM twice, 
and bcgao. 
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TH E firft thirty pages, (aid my father, turn- 
ing ov«r the leaves, are a little dry*; and^ 
as they are not clofely connefted with the fitl>- 
jcfiy — for the pr^fent we'll pafs them by : 'tis, a 
prefitory introduction, continued my fathecg^' 
an introdu6lory preface (for I am not detei^BU^ 
which name to give it) upon political owfjfnt 
government ; the foundation of which being Imd' 
in the firft conjunftion betweea male aad femafc^ 
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Ibr procreation of the fpecies — I was infenfibly 
led into it. — Twas natural faid Yorick. 

The original of focicty, continued my father, 
I'm fatisfied is, what Polidan tells us, u c. mere- 
ly conjugal 5 and nothing more than the getting 
together of one man and one woman ; — to which, 
(according to Heiiod) the philofopher adds a ier- 
vant : — but fuppofmg in the firft beginning there 
were no me%fcrvants born — he lays the founda- 
tion of it, in a man,— a woman — and a bull. — 
I believe 'tis an ox, quoth Yorick, quoting the 
paflage {ei/w men protifia^ gunnlka te^ boun /* aroterti) 
— A bull muft have given more trouble than his 
head was worth. — But there is a better reafon 
ftill, faid my father, (dipping his pen into his ink) 
for, the ox being the moft patient of animals, 
and the moft ufeful withal in tilling theground 
for their nourlflunent — was thepropereftinftru- 
ment, and emblem too, for the new joined couple, 
that the creation could have aflbciated with them. 
— And there is a ftronger reafon, added my uncle 
Toby, than them all for the ox. — My father had 
not power to take his pen out of his ink-lv)rn, 
till he had heard my uncle Toby's reafon — For 
when the ground is tilled, faid my uncle Toby, 
and made worth inclofmg, then they began to 
fecure it by walls and ditches, which was the ori- 
gin of fortification. True, truej dear loby, 
cried my father, ftriking out the bull, and putting 
the ox in his place. 

My father gave Trim a nod, to fnuff the candle, 
and rcfumed his dilcourfc. 

— I enter upon this fpeculation, faid my father 
carelefsly, and half fhutting the book, as he 
went on, — merely to fhew the foundation of the 
natural relation between a father and his child ; 

tbo 
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the natural relation between a father and his child; 
the right and jurifdiAion over whom he acquires 
thefc Icveral ways.— - 

id, by marriage* 

2d,, by adoption. 

3dy by legitimation. « 

And 4th9 by procreation ; all which I coniider 
in their order. 

I lay a light ftrefs upon one of thtm ; replicJ 
Yoricic — the aft, efpecially where it ends there, 
in my opinion, lays as little obligation upon the 
child, as it conveys power to the father. — Too 
are wrong, — faid my father, argutely, and for 
this plain reafon ***** * ♦♦♦ 
**#*#*»## « # *• 
**#*#«**#« «*• 

— I own, added my father, that the offspring, 
upon this account, is not fo under the power and 
jurifdiftion of the mother. — But the reafon, re» 
plied Yorick, equally holds good for her. — She 
is under authority herfelf, faid my father : — and 
bcfides, continued my father, nodding his head,and 
laying his finger upon the fide of his nofe, as he 
affigned his reafon— (he is not the principal agent, 
Yorick — In what ? quoth my uncle Toby, Aop- 
ping his pipe — Though by all means, added my 
father (not attending to my uncle Toby) «* 7h« 
fon ought to pay her refpeft," as you may read, 
Yorick, at large in the firft book of the Inflitutes 
of Juftinian, at the eleventh title and the tenth 
feftion. — I can read it as well, replied Yorick, in 
the Catechifm* 



^^YAv 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

TRIM can repeat every word of it by heart 
quoth my uncle Toby — Pugh ! faid my 
£uher, not caring to be interrupted with Trim's 
Taying his Catechifm. He can, upon my honour, 
replied my uncle Toby, — Afk him, Mr. Yorick, 
any queftion you pleafe. — 

^The fifth Commandment, Trim faid 

Torick, fpeaking mildly, and with a gentle nod, 
as to a modeft Catecumen. The Corporal flood 
fiknt.— You dotf t a(k him right, faid my uncle 
Toby, raifmg his voice, and giving it rapidly like 
the word of command ; — The fifth — cri^d my 
mide Toby— I muft begin with the firft an* pleafe 
your honour, faid the corporal.—- 

— Yorick could not forbear fmiling. — Your 
reverence does not confider, faid the corporal, 
Ihouldering his (tick like a mulket, and marching 
into the middle of the room, to iUuftrate his po- 
fidon, — thftt 'tis exafUy the fame thing as doing 
one's exercife in the field. 

•• Join your right hand to your firelock," cried 
the corporal, giving the word of command, and 
performing the motion. — 

** Poife your firelock," cried the corporal, 
doing the duty flill of both adjutant and private 
man.-— 

** Reft your firelock 5" one motion an* pleafe 
your reverence, you fee, leads into another. — If 
his honour will beg^n but with the firft. — 

The first — cried my uncle Toby, fetting 
his hand upon his fide* ***### 

The 
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The second — cried my uncle Toby, waving 
his tobacco-pipe, as he would have done his 
fword at the head of a regiment. — ^Thc corporal 
went through his niJ^nciai -with exaftnefs; and 
having honoured his tather and mother, made a 
low bow and fell back to the fide of the room. 

Every, thing in this world, faid my father, is 
big with jeft, — and has wit in it, and inflruftioa 
too, if we can but find it out. 

Here is the fcafFold work of i mstruc- 

T I o K, its true point of folly without the build- 
ing behind it. — 

— Here is the glafs for pedagogues, prcccp 
tors, tutors, governors, gerund-grinders, anJ 
bear-leaders to view thcmfelres in, in their true 
dimnifions. — 

"1' Oh ! there is a huflc and (hell, Yorick, whidi 
grows up with learning, which their unikilfulncfs 
kno* 's not how to fling away 1 

Sciences may be learned by RotE, 
Buf Wisdom not. 

Yorick thought my father infpired.—*! will en- 
ter into obligations this moment, faid my father, 
to lay out ail my aunt Dinah's legacy, in cha- 
ritable ufes (of which by the bye, my father had 
no hiirh opinion) if the corporal has any one de- 
terminate idea annexed to any one word he his 
repeated — ^Prithee, '1 rim, quoth my faiher, turn- 
ing round to him, — What doeft thou mean, bj 
honouring thy father and mother ?*' 

Allowing them, an' pleafe your honour three 
halfpence a day out of my pay, when they gnwr 
old. A^.d didft thou do that 7 rim ? faid Yo- 
rick. — He did, indeed, replied my uncle Toby.— 
Then 1 rim, faid Yorick, fpringing out of his 
chair, and taking i\ve coTpotA\>i xSaVAsid^ thoo 



( 



he- 'b<A\(^mili«fat«f^ i^K > tbae .^c . df : the 
Trim, thaaif iii^Wft ba^^handiatfas 

Mditftifv* ■'■ '■ 

i . . :■ -J..;!..' '•;:.-{ ■ ^t;*' .::]', .::■,;,• ! ■.* 

^it exekihatioh;-kls He c^^ned overtiit 
s St. the ' next; chapter/ i*-*- riitoui^t' ab6VB LaU 
land treafore; '«& th^vl 'whd'^a«:^|eft .tba 
i^ ^d openelV all its^fi^ffe ttilitMetv^riiro. 
Kotii' 'and' to xelifii ¥Ht«ie,H-H«-'ttiatl4ia8 vthsi 
ittlp more to wifti for ! — and'he-<;chQt:i^&^ 
tiied-a!^ to waftt thce>^^i--i-'«^Jiti"ev*^3^ thing 
'thife.^^-^-'- ., "-■-,:-.• • ■■:L.:r>v 
iiatie iconcenfriit^ all that cab-be &id lapoti 
important hea[d> faid my fethdr^ in a very 
room^ ther^ore^^e'lljread'the^hidpeor^itt 

My father vcad as follows : '; 3:. >' 

The whpk fecret of health depending upon 
e due rontention f^ msfdery betwixt the 
^cai heat and the radical moifture," — Yok\ 
'proved the -matter of faft, ifoppofe, abb^^ 
xV)ridk. Sufficiently, repKed fl*y father."." 
' faying this, my father fhnf th6 book, «-r-«r^ 
18 iF'hb irefolv^d to rtid no moi^eotMt, .for he 
His fiWtfinge^ in the chapter zr-nor pettifliiy, 
^ Ibr-he ilHtlPthe'bOi^k''iloWly f his th«mb 
lijgV-^«fhen he;-had'iddri3c k,ViJ^"th« oppcrf- 
of' the cover, as his three' jfiugers. .fopported 
iftwer !ftde of it, without the'ieaft comprcfBvc 
;nce>i- •* / ■ > 




1 4ia7er4emQlifkatc4 ^be \ni\h ^f the 
^"M^uoUi my fithcr, noddkg 10 Y<E>ri^k| m 

cicntty m the prccedyig chapfcTt; , . 

Now could the man in the moori be tc 

a roan in the earth had wrote a chapti 

ciently demonJIratmgj 7 hat the fecret of ^ 

depended upoti the 'duc,cc?iitfi|tioo for 

betwixt the radical hear and radical moli 

and that he had m9nage4 the point ijbwi 

there wns not one fingle word w«t or d 

radical heat or radical, mplfVurci throngt 

-whole ciiapt€r,—ror a {Inglj? reliable in it 

cbn». 4iisc4Hy? on ii^M»eftJ j, ^ ^J^^. 4 he . co 

betwiafet :dieft :tv!0 pJ^Wl^re ia atiy j>aitpf,yh 

•fecoaomy-*-* . . . 1 . .. , ^j . ,^, ^ ^ 

f* : Qthoii ct€fEaljnak«r, ^r.^' hp^ghl 
would cry, ftriluQg his breaft witliJiisxig! 
(iu cafe he had one) — ^ T^ou whoie po' 
** goodnefs can enlari^e the faculties of t 
-•* t tires to this mfimte decree of .excel J^ 
* ' per f eft ion ,' ' W hath ai'c we Moo 

t'TTTITH tw. (bpkes, tl^ ope^,^^^^^^ 
V V crates, the other at j^rd Ve^rifia 
-my father atchieve It, . . : - : ^j , ..^^ ,, , 
. ! The ftrofcc at ,the prince ofiphy^Qi^' 
.which he beganv was i;iQ,jpvDire,:tJ^.^ 
•inliilt upon hi3;>fDrrpwfi%l coj^plaiqt pf t 
;ionga.-r- 1— an^-yitia br^yis;— :7-^Lif(? fl^ort 
my father,-^atn^ tjie art of healing, t^dff^ys 
who are w^ito tfe^jiH foii.lptli, the, qnp^^^ 
, other, but the ignorance of quacks .tbm 
>M^;afid the ftage loa(feof chymical nqftruj 
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tipatetic lumber, ^th wluch) in>U ages, t)iej 
ve firft flattered the worldi and at laft ^eceivea 

' O my lord Veriilam ! cned my fathd^, 
*ning from Hippocrates, and making his fe- 
nd itroke At him, as the principal of noftrum^i^ 
>ngers, and the fitted to be made an example. 

to the'reft,— What flaall I fay to thee, my jgreat 
'^ Verulam ? What fliall I fay to thy. internal 
irit, — thy opium, — tKy' frltpetrc, — thj grcafjf 
.ftjons-^thy daily purges,— thy nightly; gliftiersj 
id iuccedaneums ? 

—My father was nevet at a lofs wha^ to fay to 
ly man upon any fubjcft ^ and had the learf oc- 
lion for the exordium of any man brcatTungi 
)W he dealt with his lordftiip's opiliion, -r^ yoti 
a^ fee 4 — but when — I km^w not : — we cuifl 
A fee what his lonjfhip's opinion Was. " , 



CHAP. XXXV. ' : 

Tf^t two great caufcs, wTiich cdhfjilrc 
'witt}, each either to flibrten Jifc, .fa'yi 
. lord Vcrulam, are firft— * 
' ' • Thp ihtcmil fpirit, " which, Itke a '^jltle 
ft^bie, Vaftes the body down to dtath ^-^/Vnd 
' fecondly, the external air, that parches the: body 
up to afhes : —which two enemies attackirig u!j 
on both fides of our bodies together, at length 
deftroy our organs, and render, them unfit to 
carry on the funftlon« of life." 
This being theilwof the cafe; the rpad, tp 
ongevity was phhr; nothing more beifig 're- 
iiired, fa}-^ liis lordftiip, but to repair the waftc 
>mmittcd by the internal fpirit, by making thfc 




gieiuin^^ ibc htK Qt it on the otherj 
grains and a half 6i faltpftrc evetf flic 
lore you get up. — — 

Still this frame of otfrs vas left ft 
^e Initfiica] aflauks of the air M'khoin 
hA}\ this was fenced off again by ^ 
greafy ufiftioos, wfcich fo fully lati 
pqres of the Iktn, that no fpicula co 

i— ^^or cotild any oil c get out* 

ftpp to ,all perfpi ration, fenfible and 

whkh being the caufe of fo many fiiur 

pcr s * -a CO uric of gllJOcrs was requifi 

off redundant humours, — and render 

Complete. 

** What mj father had to faytojoly Iq 



rulan's opiates, hb fatfpem/ aiid g 
dons and glifters, you IhaU read, — 
to*day—- or to-xnorrow : tknc preffes uj 

my reader is impatient Imuft get 

— You. fhall read the chapter at your 
you chufe it) as foon as ever the Trii 
putJlifhed,— — — ■ 

Siifficcth it at prcff nt, to fay, my 
vellea the hvpothefis with the groiio 
doing that, tne learned know, he but 
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' ■ <i the leaft unaginablc {kill l^ad been fuffiaent 
^o have maintained it, .hg^d . not . tne , i^Vifdmin 
ronifdund'ed the ^iflc, niei^ly *(as \dii Helm6fit, 
:he famous chymift, has pjoved) by all'iloijig; 
5iifta}cija|;. tjic raf^c4.mwfl;i^r? for th^ t^lloAv and 
fat of .anftnalhbJies, . ..'\. '•'.', ' .,\"' 

SJoW thie. radical moifture,r^ hot the 'tikllow or 
Fat.,of .amimals, bat an oily or balfamous fub- 
ftance^ for the fat and tallow, 4s alfp the phlegm 
ojr watery parts are cold* wRereas the qily/'and 
balfarno]as parfs'are of*a lively, heat and .fi^irit, 
which asccomitsjjfor the pbfeiTation of Ariftotlc, 
" (^Qod ojnn^ animal port cdtum eft jriAc?"' 

Now it IS certain, that the radical heat liv^s 
ia the radical moifture, but whether vice versa, 
is a doubt : however, when the one decays, the 
other decays alfo 5 and then i$ produced, either 
an unnatural heat, which caules an unnatural 
drynefs •— — or an unnatural moifture, whidi 

caules droplies. So that if a child, as he 

grows up, can be but taught to avoid runniiig 
into fire or water, as either of them threaten his 
deftruftion, -:- 'twill be all that is needful to be 
done upon that head.— — 



CHAP. XXXVII. 

THE dercription of the fiege of Jericho it— 
felf, could not have engaged the attention * 
of my uncle Toby more powerfully than the laft. 
chapter •, — his eyes were fixed upon my father, 

throughout it ; he never mentioned radical 

beat and radical moifture, but my uncle Toby 
took his pipe out of his mouth,, and ftiook his 
head} andasfoon as the chapter^ was finifticdi 




The Lijrx tftdOpixioHr 
k^,fip .t)ietoq)ond to cone 

It was tJt ' the /legc ©f Limerick, inr 
honour, replied the corponl, makisg 
The poor felloe ahd I, quoth my t 
addrdnng hijufcjf to my father, ""n 
able to crawl cut of our tents, at tlw 
iicgeuf Limerick was raifed^ upon "di 

counc you ineDtion. Nbw 

'haic got ipto that pi-edous noddle of 
dear Si other Toby ? cried my father j H 
&y heaven ! continued he, coiniTHfiiin] 
lumfl'lf, It would puzzle an OEdipos 
^m pojnt*—— 

■ _ X believe, an' pkaft your honoiir, 
<;orpora], that l^ it had not been for tl 
fif brajifjy we f:t fire to every mght 
^rct aud cmnimoQ with >?Hch I{ 

'fednoqr * off; -and the geneva, Tr 

jny uiicle Toby, which did us more 
'jl—r verily believe, continued the cot 
had both, an* pleafe your honour, lef 
in the trenches, and been buried in t;h 
The nobleft grave, corporal !. cried 
Toby, his eyes fparkling as he fpol 
foldier. could wifh to lie down in^— -Bi 
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bad begun M, -^ add fo 'fettled the j)oint for "my- 
fifhcr'ironce. ' • •• .. 

TT was uadoubtedly, faid my ©ftiJle-Tobyi a 
jT* ^^tSapjAnljft fer'niyfelf aiiid Aeocdfporal, 
ua> ^'Md dl akkg a burnltig farer^ 'attended 
iM^th t moH rag&ng thirft^ during the whole five 
and twenty days the flux was upon us m the camp ; 
Other wife -what my brother calls the ntdical moi& 
torcj muft, as I concdvti it, inevitably have got 
the belter.— -^My father drew; in* hi< kings top- 
ful of airy 'and^lo^ktAg up, blew iit forth- again, 
is flowly as htf poflibly c(Juld.-H-^ 

■ • ■ ■ It was heaven^s mercy to us continued my 
imcle Toby, which put it into the corporal's head, 
to malnt^ that due contention between theradi* 
cal heat and the radical nloifture^ by reinforcing 
the fever, as he did all along, with hot wine and 
fpices ; whereby the corporal kept up (as it were) 
a continual firing, fo that the radical heat flood 
its ground from the beginning to the;end, and was 
a fair match for the moiflure, terrible as it was 

Upon my honour, added my uncle 

1 oby, you might have heard the contention within 
our bodies, brother Shandy, twenty toifes. *— . 
If th^re was no firing, faid Yorick. 

Well — faid my. father; with a full afpiration, 
and paufing a while after the word — r-r Wis I a 
judge^ and the laws of the country which made 
me one permitted it, T would condemn fome oP 
the worfl malefaftors, provided they had had 

their clergy ■ Yorick fOrefeeing 

the lenterice was likely to rend with no fort 
of mercy, laid hisiiandupoa.my father^&:bti^f 

and 



and beg|[ed he^odld r^fpite'it focn/ewmumta, 
liirtic afked the corporal a qucftion-. — r-Prithoj 
Trim, faid Yorick, without (laying for my fa- 
ther's leave,.-;-— r-' tell us h^neftly-f^ what isihy 
opiiak>n concerning this felf-fame radical heataoJ 
radical molftwe?: ♦ ' :.. ' ...,;; 
. ^1^ >iii0&bt: fobttiiflion to Jiis lion^tir^s bettor 
jttdgineat,;-qvc!th the cOrporal^; . nftiiking a bow to 
my uhcte Toby — SpcJak thy opinion freely, cor- 

foral, faM my uncle Toby. -The poor fellow 

is. lay jfenrafttv — ^ot my fliav^, — redded my undc 
■fit^by ,• ..tttralrlg: ta rty. fkther . ■ '.;.*' 
. ; 1 bc.cQrpiol*alp»t .his haj: ufider.his left arm, 
afld' with . Ms ilick. h^njging xs^q : the wrift of it, 
by a black thong .fflli^ infc5 a taf^l about thr 
knot, htf 'marched op to the ground where Ik 
had' performed hi$. catffchife j then touching his 
ttnder jaw with tb$ thumb atid fingers of his 
yiglit-.hartd before.be opened his mourhj — hedc- 
Kvered bi» noti^^ thus^- ., 



CHAP. XXXIX. 

JUST as the corporal was humming to begin 
— ^ in waddl^ Dr. Slop. 'Tis not tvo 

pence martcr ^-^ — the corporal (hall go on in the 
next chapter, I'et- who will come in . . 

Well, niy'good doftor, cried my fadicr, 
fp6rtiv©ly, for; the tranfidons of his pa(fions were 

nnaccountably fudden, » and what has this 

tv^hclp of mine to fay to the matter ? 

Had my father been afking after the amputt- 
tion of the tail of a puppy dog- — he could nca 
hare done it in a more carelefs air : the fyftcffl 
vrJiicbOr* SW ViaAY^i. ^o^Tx^'w^ji^aSLtheac- 
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cedent by, no w^y allowed of fuch a xoode of 
^nqoiry.-— He (at down; 

Pray, Sir,, qjioth my uncle Toby, in a man- 
ner wUch could not go yoaniwered, in what 
a>ndition is the boy ? — ^'Twill end ia a phimoCs, 
vspUcdDr.Slop, r - 

I am .no wUer than I w^Sj quoth my, uncle 
Toby>-^retux'ni0g.his pipe imp l^s mouth.i — — 
Then let th& coq>Qr^.gp :OD,|fiiid xny fj^ther. 

with his medical lefture, '- The corporal 

majde at bow to his old friend, Dr. Slop, ^nd 
then delivered his opinion coneerning radical 
beat. and radical moifture^in.the following words^. 



CHAP:. Xt. i ' 

rr^ HE' city of Limericfc, the fiege oif which 
J^ was begun* under his majefty Idi^ William 
iumlelf, the^year after Iwent into the army-4- 
fies, anV pleadfe your bonpurs, in the middle of 
ft dcviliihwety fwampy country —7-*Tis quite 
ibrrounded^.fiiid m;y unple Tpby, wit)i th^ Sfaan<- 
HOD, and is, . by its fituatipn, one of the ftroogeft 
fortified places in IteUnd^T- . 

Tjthink this is a mw fafluQUy .quoth Dr. Slop, , 
of :b^gimung a medical lefture.^— — 'Tis all 
cut through^ , aa' pleaie your reverence, faid the 
fivpond, , with drains tiod bog'^ y and beiidcs, 
there was fuch a qu^tiey of rain felt during the . 
ifcge, thi^. whole co\tint;ry was like a puddle,-^ 
*iwia that^ and notlung elfe, which brought on 
dtt.fliu^ . and whitd^ had lijce to have idjikd both*^ 
ids honour and myielf ; jnoW there was no fuch 
-diiBgiafter.tbe firft tea days, continued the cor-- 



' ^'And'what coDclufion doft thou draw 
f al Trim, cried ray father, from all th< 

I infer, an*^ pleafe your worfliip, rcpli 
rfiat the radical indfltire is nothiiig in t 
but- ditch-water— and that the radl«a 
thofe who can go to the expence of it, 
brandy, — rthe radical heat and molfture 
▼ate man, all' pkafe youF konours, i< 
but ditch-water — and a dram of gen( 
give lis btit endiigb of it, with a pipe of 
to gi\*e us /pirits, and drive away the 
— we know not what It is to fear death. 

lam atartefs, Capt^i»' Shandy^ qtiqtl 
S16|T, to- determine i& which bt;aacb'. of 
your ' fervent fhines - raoft^ whetber. in j 

gy; or* divinity. Slop had- aot^' forge 

comment upon the fermon,— 

k i^ but an- hour ago, replied Ybric 
the corporal was examined in the. lat 
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Now tt^s.poor fellow, <;oDtlnued Dr. Slop, point" 
ing to the corporal, has had the misfortune to 
have heard fome fuperficisil empiric difcourfe 

upon this nice pdnt. That he has, 

laid my father. Very likely, faid my uncle 

rmfure of it,— quoth Yorick.— 

C HA P. XLI. 

DOCTOR Slop being called out to look sft a. 
cataplafin he had 'ordered, it gave my fa- 
th^ an opportunity of going on with another 

chapter in the Triftra-psedia Come ! chear* 

up, my lads; I'll fhcw you land ■ for when 
we have tugged through that chapter, the hook 5. 
ihall not be opened again this twelve*moiith.-*- 
Huzza! 



C H A R XLn. 

FIVE years witfc^ a^ bib under hit ^ 
chin; 

F^ur years in travelling from Chrift-crofs-row 
to Malachi ; , 

^ 'year, and^a half in learning to wrke his owx^ *. 
name ; . 

Sfeven long years asd more. Tv»T«*-ing it, at r 
Greek and Latin ; . 

Four years -ar his probations and his negations 
—7-^ the fine ftatute IHll lyinc in the middle of : 
t!((B marble block, --- and hot&ng done, but his-^- 
tooJs ftiarpisned to hew itotitT--~*Tis a pi- 
teous delay !*—-rWas not the great Julius Scalh- • 
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gcr within an ace of never getting his tools fhar- 

l^ed at all ? -Forty-foor years old vas 

lie before he coald tnaniige his Gredk 5— =— ^-smd 
Peter Damiaiius, lord biftiop of Oftia, as all the 
world knows, coiild not lb much as r«ad, vhn 

he was of man*s eftate; And Baldns 

himfelf, as eminent as he turned out after, en- 
tered upon the law fo late in life, that ev^ bo- 
dy imagined he mtended to be an advocate in the 
other world : no wonder, when Eudamidas, the 
fon of Archidamas, heard Xenocra*tes at feventj- 
five dilputiilg about wifdom, that hie aflced gnfe* 

ly, If the old man be yet difputing and 

enquiring concerning wifdom, — what timt vil 
he have to make^nfe of it ? 

Yorick liftened to my father with greiat alteD- 
!ion ; there was a feafoning of ■ wifdoiii tUiac- 
eountably mixed up with his ftrangeft whiinS) 
and he had fometimes fuch illuminations in the 
darkeft of his eclipfes, as almoft atoned for 
them : be wary, Sir, when you imitate him. 

I am convinced,. Yorick, continuerd my father, 
half reading and half difcourfing, that there is 
a North- weft pafTagp to the, intelleftual world ; 
and that the foul of man Has fiiorter ways of 
going to work, in furnifliing itfclf with know- 
ledge "and iiiftruffion, than we generally take 

with it. — But alack ! all fields have not 

a rivtr or a fpring running befide them ;. — 

every child, Yorick! has not a parent to point 
it out. 

. The whole entirely depends,, added mf 

fothcr, in a low v6iise> upon the. auxiliary verbs, 
Mr. Yorick. 

.Had Yoriclf tread upon Virgil's fnake, lie could 
not have lookci moxe tos^\SSs.^^ \^ -^sa. fur- 
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piiied too, died my father, obferving it, 

a&d I teckon it as one of the greateft calamities 
^hich ever befell the republick of letters. That 
tho& who have been entrufted "With the educa- 
tion of oor children, and whofe bufinefs it was 
to open thdr minds, and ftdck them early with 
ideiis, in order to fet the imagination looie upoh 
them, have nuide fo little ule of the atudliary 

verbs in doing it, as they li^te dohe.-= 

So that, except Raymond Lullius, and the elder 
Pelegrini, the laft of which arrived to fuch per- 
feftion in the ufe of *^m, with his topics, that 
in a few leflbns, he could teach a young gentle- 
man to difcotirfe vdth plaufibility upon any fab- 
jeft, pro and con, and to fay and write all that 
could be (poken or written concerning it,' witU- 
dbt biotfmg a word, to the admiration of all who 

beheld him. 1 ftiould be glad, faid To- 

rick, mterilipting my father, to be made to 
^comprehend this matter. YoU fhall, faid my 
father. 

The higheft ftretch of Improvement a fmgle 
word is capable of is a high metaphor,— *-?6r 
which, in 4y opinion, the idea is generally the 
worfe, and niot the b^lcr ; but be that is it- 
may, — ^^lien die mind has done that with it 

• therie iian end,— ^ — the mind and the idea, 

are at reft, — until a iecond idea enters,-^ — ^^— - 
and f& on. 

Now the ufe of the Auxiliaries is, at once tOr 
'fe% th^Toul a gpiiig by herfelf upon the materials 
4s " (tk^ are brought her ; aiid by the verCibHity 
of this great engine, round which they are twift- 
cd'to open new. tracks of enquiry,, and make 
every idea^ engender millions. 

'You exdte iny* curi'ofity greally, faidYorick.. 
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For ray own pait, quoth my uncle Tobj, I 

have given it up* The Danes, aa* plcafc 

your honoiar, quoth the corporal^ who were oq 
the left at the fiege of Limerick,^ w«re all auxi- 
liaries* Atid very good ones, faid myunde 

Toby^ ' But the auxiliaries, TrUnj jny bro- 
ther is talking about, I conceive to be dilRrtnt 
things, — 

— You do ?. ftud my father, , rifing up, 

c ir A P. XLin. 

MY father took a Angle ttim acrofs the 
room, then fat down and finijlied the 
chapter. 

The verbs auxiliary we vere concerned In here 
continued my father^ are, am i was j « have ^ 
had J do ; did j make ; . made j fuffer *ri ffiall ; . 
fhould ; will ; would j can ; could ; owe ) ought ; 
ufcd -, or is wotit. And thefe varied with tenfti,. 
prcfcnti paft, ,futurcj and conjugated with the 
verb fee, — or with theft queflipns added to 
them ;— Is it ? Was It ? WiU k be ? WodM 
it be ? Miiy it be ? Mfght k.^ be? ' Arrd theft 
agiiin put nega lively. Is it nQt ? Was it not ? 
Oiight it not ?— Or affirmatively,^ Ft is; It- 
was J it ought to be. Or chronogically*'— ^ 
Has it been always ? Lately ? How long ago ?-^ 
Or hypothetically^-^lf it was,? If it was not?. 
— What would 'follow ?-^Tf the 'French f^oul^ 
beat the Engliih,?. If tbeSun go.xjtut 6£.the Zb^* 
dike ?V . , . •, 

Now, by the right ufe* and " applr^a'tiph . of 
thefe, continued my father^ in which a-'child^s 
memory^ fhould be exercifed, ^ there lis ha .one 

idea. 
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idea can enter his brain how barren foever, but a 
magazine of conceptions and conclufions may be 
drawn fortk from it. — ^Did'ft thou ever fee a white 
bear ? cried my father, turning his head roimd to 
Trim, who ftood at the back of his chair : — No, 
an* pieafe your honour, replied the corporal— But 
thoa couldHl diicourfe about one, Trim^ faid my 
father, in cafe of need ? ~ How is it poffiblc, bro* 
ther, quoth ^ny uncle Toby, if the corporal never 
faw one ?— 'TIS the faft I want ; replied my fa- 
ther, — and the poflibiKty of it, is as follows : 

A WHITB bear! Very well. Have I ever 
feea one ? Might I ever have feen one ? Am I 
ever to fee one ? Ought I ever to have feen one ? 
Or can I ever fee one ? 

Would I had feen a white bear ? (for how can 
t ima^e it ?) 

If I ftiould fee a wUte bear, what ffiould I 
fay ? If I fliouid never fee a white bear, what 
then ? 

If I never have, can, muft or fhall fee a white 
bear alive ; have I ever feen the (kin of one ? IKd* 
I ever fee one painted ?— defcribed ? Havel never 
dreamed of one ? 

Did my father, mother, unck^ aunt, brothers- 
CHT iifiers, ever fee a wUte bear ?. What would 
they give ? How would they behave ? How 
would the white bear have behaved l Is he. wild ?. 
Tame? Terrible? Rough? Smooth? 

— Is the white bear worth feeing ?; 

—Is there no.fm iorit?— 

£5 Jt better than a dlack ons». 

• 

ZLN.D. of the Fifth, VotUMft* 
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LIFE AND OPINIONS 

of' 

TRISTRAM S^ANDV, Gt. 

CHAP. 1 

- — \7i7^^^^ ^^^ ^^P ^^^ moments, my 
V V . dear Sir,— 6nly, as wc have gcjt 
thro* thefc five volumes, jjdo. Sir, fit down 
upon a fet-r-tbcy are better than nothing) let us 
juft lookback upon the ^country we have pafled 
through.?-- 

— What a wildcmefs has it been I and what a 
mercy that we have not both of u$ been lofl, or 
devoured by wild beads in it. 

Did you. think the world itftif. Sir, had con- 
t^ned fuch a number of Jack Affes ?— How they 
viewed and reviewed us as we pafTed over the rt- 
vulct at the bottom of that little valley! —and 

when 
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when we climbed over that hill, and were juft 
getting out of fight — good God ! what a* braying 
did they all fct up together !^ 

— Pxithee, Shepherd! wKo keeps .aH th^ 
JackAffes^ ' ^^ . ' 

— -Hlsaven be theiF coiiifortcr — What ! « 
they never curried ?— Are they never taken ia,in 

winter ? — .Bray— bray —bray. Bray on, tk 

world is deeply your debtor ; — ^louder ffill- 
that*^ nothing J — in good fboth^ yoU are HI «1M: 
— Was I a Jack Afs, I folemnly declare, 1 wonU 
bray in G-fol-re-ut from morning, even imio 
night. 

CfiAP. II. 

WHEN my father had danced his vluK 
bear backwards and for\Ji'ards througl 
half a dozen pages, he clofed the book for good 
^nd all, — and in a kind of tHuihph redelivered it 
into Trim's hand, with a nod to lay it upon tb 
Tcrutoire where he found it. — I 

Triftram, faid he, fliall be made to conjugate I 
every word in the diftionary, backwards and for- 
wards the fame way j — every word, Yoirick, h 
this means, you fee, is converted into a. thefis or 
an hypothefis 5— every thefiS and hypothefis halt 
an offspring of propofitions ; — and each . propot 
tion has its own confequences and conclufions ;- 
every one of which leads the mind on again, into 
frefh trafts of enquiries and dbubtings, — The 
force of this engine, added my father, is incredi- 
ble, in opening a child's head. — ^*TIs cnougb, 
brother Shandy, cried my uncle Toby, to burft 
Jt into a thoufaud {ipY\nut^» — 
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I prelbmej faid Yorick, fmilia|j. — ^It muft be 
owlfig' tb*this, — (for let loglciahs l?iy what they 
will, it Is not lo be accounted foi' fuffidently 
from the bare ufe of the ten predicamei?ts) — ^That 
the famous Vincent Quirino, amongft the many 
other aftoaifhing feats of his childhood,, of which 
the CardiftSil Bembo has given the wolrld fo .•sxafl: 
a. ftcTfy, fhouldbe able to parte. up in the public 
fchools at koifiei fo ^ariy aS in the eighth year l-^f 
his age, nol<ifsthanf6uf th6uiatoid, five hundred, 
and TiXty diffiLrent thefes, uppfi.the moft abftrufe 
point of the moft ibftrufe theoJog}' j aiid to de- 
fend and itiaintain them in fuCh fort, ^s t& (^ramp 
and dumfoUnd hit 'bpppni^nts. — What is\that, 
cried my father, to "what is fold uls of Alphonfus 
Toflfattfs, whp, alnioft iji his nurfi's arms, teirned 
all'tbe fcienm inid 'liberal atts^ Without "beinjg 
taught ^y one of tom ?— ^What ftiall We fay 
of the great Picrefldus ?■ —T hat's the very man, 
cried my utiile Toby, I once told you o^ bro- 
ther Shandy, who walked a matter of five hun- 
dred mile§, reckoriing from Paris tb Schdveling^ 
and from Scheveling l)ack again,, i^erely tb fe^ 
Stevinus^s flying chariot.— jle wa^s *a very gr6At 
man ! added my uncle Toby ; (meanibg Stfifvlnii^) 
' ' " 'He was fo ; brother Toby, faid my fa- 
ther, (meaning Picrefldus) — and had multiplied 
his ideas fo faiV, and inc^eaied his knowledge to 
fuch a prodigious ftdck, that,' if we may give Cre- 
dit to an anecdote ' cohcernins him', Which we 
tannot with7hbld here, without fhaking the ab- 
thofity of all anecdotes whatever — at feven yciars 
of iage, his father committed entirely to . his care 
the education of his younger brother, a boy of 
five years old, — with the fole management of all 
his concerns. Was the fathier as wife as the 



4ui'iiaiiLi<ii iuiiiid at i;iuw ys^AL^ uiUj 

a'jd went on rcafuning without th« 
went through their clafiics at feven ;• 
gedies at eight ; — ^FcrJicand <Je Con 
wife at nine, 'twas thought the Devil 
— and at Venice gave I'uch fioofs of 
ledge and goodnefs, . that the monks. 
was Antlchrift, qr nothing— Others 
ters ofj fourteen languages at ten, — 
courfp of their . rhetorick, poetry, 
fctbks at eleven, -i-piit forth their c< 
upon Servius and Martianus Capella s 
and at thirteen received their degrees 
phy, laws, and divinity: — But you 
great Lipfius, quoth Yorick, who 
worU* the day he was bom j— they 
wiped, it up, faid iny uncle Toby, i 
more about It. 

• Nous aurions quelque iriteret. fayi 
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C H A P. III. 

HEN the cataplafm was ready, a fcruplc 
. . of decorum had uufeafonablc rpfe np in 
Sufirinih's coafdencc: abbtit holding thjc dandle, 
^i^ft Slop tied k 6ii ; Slop had not treated Su- 

latinah's dirfcAiper with' anodines,^ ^and fo a 

qitorel had enfued betwixt them. ' " 

'- Oh1 oh! ftidSlop, caftmg a glance' of 

undue freedom in Sulannah's face, as (he declined 
the office ; ■ then, I think, I know you, ma- 
dam -Yq4 know me. Sir ! Cfied Sufannsih 

faflidioully, dnd with a tofs of her~head, levcUed 
evidently, .not at his .profeffion, but at thc.dqftof 
hiinfelf,- — ^-.ybi. know me! aied. Sufannah 
again.-^t)r. Slof> daj5ped his finger an^ his thumb 
inftantly upon his ncftrlls j-^Siifannah^s- iplecii 

was ready to burft at it ; ^'T is fidfc;- fiiid Stt* 

fanftah. — Comc,,ct«n^, Mrs. Modeftji ftidSlop, 
not a little elatt J 'ijvith the WtcdV of his laft 

ihruft,^^ if you won't hold tbc candle and 

look — yon may ^old^t and, flxut your eyes :-— 
That's one of your p6{iifh' ftiitcs, cried Sufanoxh : 
*Tls better, faid Slop, with a nodi than no fhift 
at all, young; woman;-— ^-^ I defy jroh. Sir, 
cried Sufannah, pulling her fhlft Acere bdow her 
elbow. 

; It.^v'as' almoft impoiTAle for two jfjerfons toaffift 
ts^k 'other in a fiirgiiriil cifc with a itfcirc ^plciietic 
cordiafifV. J- - .. . f .; 

Slo]i fn'atched up the cataplafm, Sufannah fnatcb - 

'6d up thi candle; — '■ A little this Way, faid 

^lop; Sufannah looking one way, and rowing 
aaptberj inilantly fet fire to Slop's wigj which 
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being fomewhat bufhy and unAuous withal, sm 
burnt out before it w^ Well [kindled — ^Tou im- 
pudent whore ! cried Slop, — (for what is paffia 
but a wild b^aft)-^fiou impudeaii whore, aM 
Slop, gettiog ji:4pright,^.with the cataplnfminfe 
hand J— I ;iji«vcr was tfe deflruftion of any bodrt 
hole, faid .Suf^nnah,~(whicii is mgrQ than jt» 
can fay :— Is jt?^^-^ — r Cffed Slpp,' throwing 4: 
cataplafm in her^face;— Y,es, it is, cricdSjdifr 
nah, xeturniii^ the. compliment, with what v^ 
left in the.pan. .. . / 



,:.J' 
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DobrbR^Slop arid Siifa^atj filed crofs-bilii 
. agfiiiiil .cadi, other ijti.' the parlour ; which 
ijone, as the cataplafm had Tailed, they retiffJ 
into the kichen to. prepare a fomentation for mej 
--and.wfiilft that^^was doiog, my father deter- 
mined thf p9ii4t as ypii. wjll f^^a'd." . 

YO tJ fee 'tis High timfc, faid my father, ii* 
dreffing himfelf . e^jually to my uncle Tob; 
and Yorick, to take thi.^ young creature out of 
theic wpaien'a handsj giid- put him into th.ojc of 
a private governor. . Marcus Antoninus proyi'dcd 
fourteen governors allat ohc?e to fuperintend his 
Ibn.Comraodus's education, — and in fix w<:eks^l« 
calhiered five of them ; — I know very well, con- 
tinued my. father, that Commodus's mother ww 
in love with a gladiator at the time of hex con- 
ception, which accouivx.^ to\ "a. ^\^-ix xsajN^^J 
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immodus's cruelties when he became emperor ; 

^but (till I am of opinioo, that thofe five 

lom AntoQinus difmiiled, did Qimmodcis's tem« 
r, in that fhort time, more hurt than the other 
le were able to reAify all their lives loilj^ 
Now as I confider the peribn who is to be 
out my Ton, as the mirror in which he is to 
!w hiinfelf from morning to night, and by 
hich he is>to adjuft his looks, his carriage, and 

xhaps the inmoft fentiments of his heart ; 

would have one, Torick, if poifible, polifhcd 
all points, fit for my child to look into ■ 
his is very good fenfe, quoth my uncle Toby t» 
imfelf. 

■ T here is, continued my Father, a certain 
ien and motion of the body and all its parts, 
nh in afling and ipeaking, which argues a man 
ell within *, — -and I am not. at all fnrphzcd that 
regory of Nasianzum, upon, obferving the haftjr 
id untoward geftures of Julian, fhould foretel he 
ould one day become an apoftate ;-— dr that St. 
mbrofe fhould turn his Amanuenfis out of doorsy 
K:aufe of an indecent motion of his head, which 
ent backwards and forwards like a flail ;^ ■ ■ 
' that Democritus fkouid conceive Protagoras to 
5 a icholar, from feeing him biiid up a faggot, 
id tiirufbfig> as he did it, the (mall tlw%s in«* 
'ards'«— ^There are a thoufand unnoticed open* 
gs, continued my father, which let a penetrating 
fc at once into a man's foul : and I maintain it, 
Ided he, that a man of fenfe does not lay doivn 

is hat in fx>ming into a rooix>, or take' it 

p in going out pt it, but ^mething efcapes, 
f hich difcovers iiim. 

It is for thefi reafbns, continued my father, 
hat the governor I make ch^os of fhall nei«- 

Vol. VI. I thee 



104 The Life and OpiKioifs of J 
ther • Ufp, or fqiiint, or wmk, or talk 1 
k>!Sk fierce, or fooilfh ; or bite his lips, j 
hh teeth > or fpcak through his boIc, of 
or blow It vith his fingers. ^ 

He (hall neither walk faft,— or How,' 
his armsi^ — for that is kzlndf ; — or hac 
down,— for tliat is folly j or hide them in 
ket, for that is nonfcnfe.-^ 

He fhall neither ftrike, or pinch, or i 
or bitCj or cut his nails, or hawk, or fpit, 
or drum with hii feet or fingers in comj 
nor (according to Erafoius} Ihall he fpea 

one in making water^ nor /hall he 

carrion or excrement. — Now this is all 
again, quoth my uncle Toby to himfclf. 

I will have him, continued my father 
fal, facets, jovial; at the faitie time, 
tttentive to bufinefs, vigilaiir» acute, arj 
f entive, quick in refolving doubts and 
tive queAions 5 — he ftiall be wift and j 
and learned : And why not humble, an 
ra*e, and gentle tempered, and goo- 
Yorick ? — And why not, cried my unci 
free, and generous, and bountiful, and 
— He fhall, my dear Toby, replied my 
getting up and Ihaking him by his hand 
Theuj brother Shandy, anfwered my ui 
by, raifing hlmfelf off the chair, anc 
down his pipe to take hold of my fathe 
hand, — I humbly beg i may recomme 
Le Fever's fon to you j — a tear of jo) 
firft water fparkled in my uncle Toby's e 
and another, the fellbw t6 it, in the Co 
as the proportion wi* made r— -you will 
when you read Le Fever's floiy :^--foo 

* Fid. Pelhgrina. 
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s! nor can I rccolleft, (nor perhaps yon) with- 

turning back to the place, what it was that 

dered me from letting the corporal tell it in. his 

n words ; — ^but the occafion U loft, 1 muft 

it now in my own. 
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The Story of Le Fever. 

r was Ibme time in th^ fummer of that year 
in which Dendermond was taken by the al- 
, — which was about feven years before my 
icr came into the country,. — and ibout as ma- 
after the time, that my uncle Toby and Trim 

I privately decamped from my fathei**s houlc 
own, in order to lay fome of the fincft fieges 
fome of the fineft fortified cities in Europe — 
en my uncle "J oby was one evening getting 

fupper, with Trim fitting behind him at a 

II fideboard, — I fay, fitting — for in confide- 
on of the corporal's lame knee (which fome- 
5S gave him exquifite pain)— when my uncle 
Dy dined or flipped alone, he would nevct fuf-. 

the corporal to ftand; and the pool" fellow's 
eration for his mafter was fuch, that, with a 
per artillery, my uncle Toby could have taken 
idermond itfelf, with lefs trouble than he was 
I to gain this point over him ; for many a time 
en my uncle Toby fuppofcd the corporal's leg 
I at reft, he would look back, and deteifl him 
Ldliig behind him with the moft dutifulj-qiFfeA.: 
. bred more little fquabhles betwixt. theion^ thaa 
other Cauies for five and twenty years. toge« 
r— —But this is neithci^ here nor iherc-r-why 
I 2 do 



poor gentleman, — I think, of the arn 
landlord, who has been taken ill at my 
days ago, and has never held up his 
or had a defire to tafte any thing, ti 
that he has a fancy for a glafs of fiick 

toaft, I think,. fays he, takio 

from his forehead, it would comfort 

-^If I could either beg, borrow, c 

a thing, ^added tbe landlord,^— I w 

fteal it for the poor gentleman, he is 
hope in God he will flill mend, conti 
we are all of us concerned for him. 

Thou art a good natured fout, 1 1 
for thee, cried my uncle Toby^ and 
drink the poor gentleman's health m 
fack thyfelf,— and take a couple of 1 
my fervice, and tell him he is heard 
to them^-and to a dozen more if they 
good. 

Though I am perfuaded, laid my u 
as the landlord fliut the door^ he is s 
paflionate fellow, ^Trim, — -y^ 
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' ~ -—I have quite forgot it, truly, faid the land- 
lord, coming back into the parlour, "with the. 

.' corporal,^ but I can aik his Ion again ; >■ ■■ H as 

: he a fon with him then ? faid my uncle Toby.— 
'A boy, replied the landlord, of about eleven or 

twelve j'earsof age; but the poor creature 

hns tafted almofV as little as his father ; he does 
nothing but mourn and lament for him night and 
day :— He ha$ not ftirred from the bed-fide tliefc> 
t^vo days. 

My uncle Toby laid down bis knife and fork, 
and thruft his plate from before him, as the land'- 
lord gave him the account ; and T^im, without 
being ordered, took away without faying one 
i^rord, and in a few mmtttes after brought hin^ 
his pipe and tobacco.. 

— ■ Stay in the room a little, faid my. 

uncle Toby. 

Trim ! ^faid my uncle Toby, after he light- 
ed his pipe, and fmoaked about a dozen whi£%. 

^Trim came in front of his mafter and" 

made his bow *,■ ' m y tmcle Toby fmoaked on,^ 

and faid no more. -Corporal ! faid my uncle • 

Toby —the corporal made his bow. — My 

nncle Toby proceeded no farther, but finiflied hii 
pipe. 

Trim ! faid my uncle Toby, I have a projeft 
in smy head, as it is a bad night, of wrapping 
myfelf up v,»arm in my roquelaure, and paying 
a vifit to this poor gentleman — —Your ho- 
nour*^ roquelaure, replied the corporal, has not 
once been had on, finCe the night before yotttr, 
bonour received your wound, when we moutited 
guard in the trenches before the gate of St. Nt 

cholas ; and^befides it is fo cold at\d taltv^ 

a. i^ghtj^ thatwlizt with the toc^ud^ixxt^ %sAH^\ax. 
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with the weather, *twill be enough to ^vc yonr 
honour your death, and bring on your hooooi's 
jorment in your groin. I fear fo j replied mj 
uncle Toby, but I am not at reft in my mi, 
Trim, fince the account the landlord has fffn 

me. 1 wifii I had not known {6 much of tii 

affair, added my uncle Toby, or thati 

had known more of it : — How fhall we manap 
it ? Leave it, an' pleale your honour, to bjc, 
quoth the corporal ; — I'll take my hat and ftid, 
M\d go to the houfe and reconnoitre, and afi ac- 
cordingly I and I will bring your honour a fid 
account in an hour. —Thou /halt go. Trim, Hi 
my uncle Toby, and here's a (hilling for thcc » 

drink with his fervant. 1 fhall get it all ootrf 

him, faid the corporal, (hutting the door. 

My uncle Toby filled his fecond pipe ; and had 
k not been, that he now and then wandered froB 
the f oipt, with confidering whether it was not 
full as well to have the curtain of the tenailei 

ilraight line, as a crooked one, he might k 

i'aid to have thought of nothing elfc but the poor 
he Fever and his boy the whole time he iinoakci 
it. 



CHAP. VII. 
The Story of Lt Fcver continued. 

IT was not till my uncle Toby had knocked the 
afties out of liis third pipe, that corporal Trini 
returned from the inn, and gave him the follow- 
ing a^ccount. 

I defpaired at firft, faid the corporal, of being 
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able to bring back your honour any kind of in- 
telligence concerning the poor fick M||tenant —Is 
he in the army then? faid my unde Toby — He 
IS : faid the corporal — And in what regiment ? 
laid my uncle Toby I'll tell your honour, re- 
plied the Corporal, every thing ftrait forwards, 
as I learnt it.— Then, Trim, I'll fill another pipe, 
feid my uncle Toby, and not interrupt thee till 
thou haft done 5 fo fit down at thy eafe Trim, in 
the window feat, and begin thy ftory again. The 
corporal made his old bow, which generally 
fpoke as plain as a bow could fpeak it — Your ho- 

aour is good : And having done that, he fat 

down, as he was ordered, — and began the ftory 
to my uncle Toby over again in pretty near the 
iame words. 

I deipaired at firft, faid the corporal, of being 
ible to bring back any uitelligence to your honour, 
fibout the lieutenant and his fon : for when I 
i(ked where his fervant was, from whom I made 
Jiyfclf fure of knowing every thing which was 
Droper to be afked,— That's aright diftinftion. 
Trim, faid my uncle Toby — I was anfwered, an' 
pleafe your honour, that he had no fervant with 
him ', — that he had come to the inn with hired 
horfes, which, upon findins himfelf unable to 
proceed, (to join, I fuppole, the regiment) he 
had diimifTed the morning after he came.-— If I 
get better, my dear, faid he, as he gave his purfe 
to his fon to pay the man,— we can hire horfes 
from hence.— —But alas! the poor gentleman 
will never get from hence, faid the landlady to 

mc, -tor I heard the death watch all night 

long J and when he dies, the youth, his 

ibn, will certainly die with him s for hie is brokea 
beartod already. 
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I was hearing this acconat, continued ili( 
fdt^if when ;hc youth came into the khch( 
order ihc tli^toaA the landlord fpoke of 5 - 
v/iil do it for my faihcr myfclf, fkid the yov 
Ttzj Jfl^: me fave you the m>uhle, young j 
man, feid I, raking up a fork for the pt 
«nd offering Ktm my diair to fit down uj 

the fire, whilft I did it I believe, S^ 

be, very modeflly, I cao picafe him bcft 1 

1 am Cmtf fakt I, his honour will m 

the toaft the worft for being toafled by ; 
foldier^l he youth took hold of my ham 
bOantly burft into tears. — Poor youth ! fi 
tmcle Toby,^he has been bred up from 
fant in the army, and the name of a foldier, 
founded in his cars like the name of a frit 
I wifli I had him here, 

-—I never in the longed march, faid th 
p oral I had fo great a mind to my dinner, ai 
to cry with him for company : — What co 
the matter with me, an' pleafe your honour 
thing in the world. Trim, faid my uncle 
blowing his nofe^ — but that thou art a go< 
toured fellow, 

• When I gave him the toad "continued tfc 
porai, I thought it was proper to tell him 
Captain Sharpy's fervant, and that your 1 
(though a ftranger) was extremely concern^ 
his father ;— and that if there was any th 
your houfe or cellar——— (And thou mi 
have added my purfc too, faid my uncle Tc 
he was heartily welcome to it : — He made s 
low bow, (which was meant to your honou 
no aiifWfer, — ^for his heart was full — - fo h 
lip flairs witk the toaft j-i-I warrant yoi 
dear, feid I, as I opened the kitchen door, 
fathey wiU Ijc 'W^U ^g,aijx<*'^iN Yodck'$ « 
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Waf fmoaking a pipe by the kitchen fire^-'^ut 
(aid not a word, . good or bad to comfort the 
}outh. — I thought it wrong, added the corporal 
'ri think fo too faid itny unde Toby. 

When the lieutenuit had taken his glafs of 
&ck and toaft, he felt himielf a Ihtle revived, and 
lent down into the kitchen', to let me know that 
b about ten minutes he fliould be glad if I would 
flep up Aairs.— I believe, faid the landlord, he is 

Emg to fay his prayef^s, — for there was a book 
d .upon the ch^r by his bedfide, and as I (hut. 
the dopr, I faw his fon take up a cuihioa.i— 

I thought. faid the curate, that: you gentlemen- 
of the army, Mr. Trim^ never fjud your prayeiis 
at aII.»^I heard the poor gentleman fay his pray* 
ers lafi' night, faid the landlady, very devoutly, 
and with my own ears,, or I could not have be- 
lieved it.T-Are youfure of it, replied the curate*^ 
— A ibldier, an' pleafe. your reverence, faid I,. 
jirays as often (of his own accord):^ a parfon ;— « 
smd when he is fighting for his king, and for hi& 
own life, and for his honour too, he has the moft« 
r«aicMi to pray to God, , of any one in the whole 
world — TPwas well faid of thee, Trim,. Had my 
QBcle Toby,— But when a foldier> faid I, an' 
pleafe your reverence,, has been ftanding for 
twelve hoors together in the trenches, up to his - 
kaees in cold-water,-— or en^tged, faid I, for' 
months together in long. and dangerous marches; . 
•— harafled, perhaps, inhtsrereio day; — harafll 
iBg others to^mdrrow 5 detached here 5 — countcr- 
laanded there ;-i-*-«-reftlng this night out upon his 
armsr-beat op in his fhirf the next ;— benumbed ' 
iQ his joints;-* perhaps without firaw in his- teat v 
tD kneel on; — muft.fay hir prayers, how andi 
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when he caii^^ believe, faid I, i 

piqued, quoth the corporal, fur the t 
nf the armyi I believe, an* pleafe your i 
fald I> that when a foldier gets dmc 
^ — he prays a« heartily as a pa. 
though not M^ith all his fufs and hypocri 
Thou fhouldrt not ha^'c faid that, Trim 

tmcle Toby, for God onJy know 

h;/poaItCj and who is not |— At the | 
l^cncral review of us allj corporal, at t 

Judgmeotj (and not till then) it wi 

M'ho have done their duties in this worl 
md who have nof, aad wc ftiaJl be ; 
Trinij accordingly^ — I hope v^e f 

Trim, — ^ It is in the Scripture, 

uncle Toby ; and I will fhew It thee to^ 

■ In the mean time we may depend 

Trim, for otir comfort, faid my unc 
that God Almighty is fo good and iufl 
aor of the world, that if we have but 

daties in it, ^it will never be eaqu; 

wJicther we have done them in a red . 
Wack one :— -I hope not ; faid the corp 
But gOfonTrim, faid my wndc Toby, 
ftory^ 

When I wsent np, continued the corj 
to the lieat«iaiit*s room, which I did e 

the: expiration of the ten minutes, 

lying-in. his bed with his head raifed 
lUnd,, "with his elbow upon the pillo-v 
clean white cambrick handkerchief beil 
Thcjyouth was juft ftooping down to tal 
cuftion, upon which 1 fuppofed he h 

kaccliag the book was laid upon 

■ V and asherofe, in taking up th< 
wi$b J9ne hand, he reached out his othc 
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it away at the fame dme — ^Let it remain there, my 
dear, faid the lieutenant. 
He did not ofier to fpcak to me, till I had 

Walked up clofe to his bed-fide : — If you 

are Captain Shandy's fer\'ant, laid he, you muff 
preient my thanks to your matter, with my little 
bo/s thanks along "with them, for his courtefy 

to me : ■ if he was of Levins's faid the 

feutenant. — I told him your honour was— Then> 
laid lie, I ferved three campaigns with him in 

(*laaders, and remember him,^: but 'tis mod 

ikely, as I had not the honour of any acquain- 
ance with him, that he knows nothing of me : 

You will tell him, however, that the per- 

ba his good nature has laid under obligations to 
lim^ is one Le Fever, a lieutenant in An- 
jus's— — but he knows me not, faid be, a 
econd time, mufing : — poflibly he may my 
lory, added he — pray tell the Captain, I was 
:he enfign at Breda, whofe wife was moft un- 
fortunately killed with a mufket fhot, as fhe lay 
in my arms in my tent. — I remember the flory> 

an* pleaie your honour faid I very well. 

Do you fo? faid he, wiping his eyes with his 
handkerchief, — then well may I. — In faying 
this, he drew a little ring out of his bofom^ 
which feemed tied with a black riband about his 
neck, and kifled it twice. — Here, Billy, faid he,, 

the boy flew crofs the room to the bed fide,, 

'■ ♦ and falling down upon his knees> took the 

ring in his han^ apd kiffed it too^i. thea 

kined his father^ and lat dowa upon the bed' 
and wept. 

. I wi/h, faid my undc Toby„ with a deep figh^ 
— I wifh. Trim, I was afleep. 

, Tot^ honour^ ireplied the coporal^ it too 
«. Aucb 
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much concerned ^— •ihall I pour your hoooor ott' 
a glafs of iack to your pipe ? — Do, Trim, fiU 
my uncle Toby. 

I remember, faid my uncle Toby, fighiag 
^gatn, the ftory of the enfign and his wife, with 

a. circumftance his modefty omitted j nd 

particularly well that he, as well as (he, upon 
fbme account or other, (I forget what) was 
univerfally pitied by the whole reg^ent *,— 'but 

finilh the ftory thou art upon t Tis finifcd 

already, faid the corporal, ' ■ for I couW Ihy 

no longer, fo wi(hed his honour a good 

«ight 5 young Le Fever rofe from off the bed, 
ahd faw me to the bottom of the flairs ; aod as 
vc went down together, told me, they had 
come from Ireland, and were on their rout to 
join the re^ment in Flanders. •— But alas I faid 
the corporal, — the lieutenant's laft day's march 
13 over. — 1 hen what is to become of his poor 
boy ? cried my nncle 1 oby. 
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The Story of Le Fj£Ter continued. 

IT was to my uncle Tob/s eternal hononr,— 
though I tell it only for the fake of tholi, 
^j/ho, when cooped in betwixt a. natural and 
a pofitive law,, know not for their fouls, which 
way in the world to turn, themfolves ^- lliai 
riotwithftandisig my uncle loby was warmly en- 
gaged at that time in carrying on the fitgi d 
Dendermond, parallel with the allies, whopret 
ftd theirs on fo vigoroufly, that they fcarcc allow- 
ed him time to \jtx \^^ ^SaMiet ^ xJaax. u<e»erttekfi 
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he gave up Dendermond, though he h;id already 
made a lodgment upon the couaterfcarp } — : — 
and bent his whole thoughts towards the private 
diftrefles at the inn ; and, except that he ordered 
the garden gate to be bolted up, by which he 
might be iaid to have turned the fiege of Den- 
dermond into a blockade — he left Dendermond to 
kfelf, — to be relieved or not by the French king, 
as the French king thought good } and only con- 
iidered how he himielf flioidd relieve the poor 
lieutenant and his Ton. 

That kind being, who is a friend to the 

firiendlefs, fhall recompenfe thee for this. 

Thou haft left this matter (hort, faid my un- 
cle Toby to the corporal, as he was putting Mm 

to bed, and I will tell thee in what. Trim 

In the firft place, when thou madeft an. offer of 
my fervices to Le Fever,-* as ficknefs and travel- 
fii^ are both expenfive, and thou kneweft he was 
but a poor lieutenant, with a ion to fubfift as well 
as himielf out of his pay, — that thou didft not 
make an offer to him of my puric ; becauie, had 
lie flood in need, thou knoweft. Trim, he had^ 
been as welcome to. it as myfelf. <•* Tour honour 
JLnows, faid the corporal, I had no orders ^ 
True quoth my uncle Toby — thou didft very 
right Trim as a fokUer,.— but certainly verf 
wrong as a man. 

In the fecond place, for which, indeed,, thou 
baft the fame excufe, cf>i^nyed my uncle Toby„. 
—when thou ofFeredft him whatever was in my 
hottfe,— thou (houldft have offered him my houie 

too : A fick brother officer fboold have th« 

bcft of qnarters,, 1 rim y and if we hadhimwith. 
^My — we could tend aad^look to him :: — TEiou^ 
ttit an excellent nuric thyielf^ 1 nax^ and what. 

wkh 



\ 
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with thy care of himi and the old woroin*s, 

and his boy's, and mijie togctha\ we might 

recruit turn mgain at oncc^ and fet him upon his 

^ — 

- In ft fcwtnighe or three weeics, addcJ' 

my uncle 1 oby, fmilmg, — he might march- 
He vrill nevcT march, aa* pleafc your honour, 
in this world, fald the corporal : ^— He will' 
march ; faid my uncle I oby, rifirtg up from th^ 
fide of the bed> with one fhoc off — An' pk^di! 
your hoaotir, fald the corpora!, he will nevef 

march, but to his ^rave : He fhall mnrchj, 

cried ray nnck Toby, marching the foot whicB 
had a fhoe on, though without advancing an 
inchj- he ihalJ march ta his reghtient, — - He caitJ 
not ftand It, faid the corporal ; — ^He (liall be fnpi 
ported, faid my oncle Toby j He'll drop at laftj 
faid the corporal, and what will become of Hf 
boy? He ftiall not drop, faid my nncleToby^; 
firmly, — A-wcH-o'daVj do what we can for him," 
faid 1 rim, maintaining his pointy — the poor foot 
will die — He &^ aot dic^ bf G— ^ cried my 
onck oby. ' ^- • j^?ri* r) vr ■ m p* 

The ACCUSING SPIRIT which flcV 

up to heaven's chancery with the oath> bluAi'd as 
hegaveitin; and the recording Avgel as 
he wrote it dowii, dropp'd a tear upon the vn9rd|r 
and blotted it out for ever. 

C ft A P. IX- 

TV/f ^ ^^^^^ Toby went ta his bureau, — 

IVx pttt his piirfe into his breeches pocket, 
and having ordered the corporal lo go eaily m the 
morning for a phyfician, he wcfit tabed, and fell 
afleep. ^ - ' v * 

— ^ CHAP. 
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CHAP. X 
The Story of Le Fever continoed. 

THE fun k>oked bright the morning after, 
to every eye in the village bat Lc Fever's 
and his affliAed fon's; the hand of death prefs'd 
heavy on his eye*-lids, — - and hardly could the 
wheel at the dftcm turn round its circle,— when 
my uncle Toby, who had rofe up an hour 
bdfore his wonted time^ had entered the lieu- 
tenant^s room, and without preface, or apology, 
(at him&lf down upon the chair by the bed-fide, 
an^ independently of all modes and cuftcnns, 
opened the curtain in the n^goner an old friend 
and brother officer would have done it, and afked 
him how he did, — how he had refled in the night, 
what was his complaint, — where was his pain, — 
and what he could do to help him : — • and with* 
out giving him time to anfwer any one of the in-) 
quiries, went on and told him of the Httle plan 
which he had been concerting with the cofporal 
the night before for him. — 

— You (hall go home direftly, Le Fever^ 
(aid my uncle Toby, to my houie, -- and we^U 
(end for a doAor to fee what's die matter,-— and 
we 11 have an apothecary, — and the corporal 
(hall be your aurfe j — and Fli be your fervant, 
Le Fever. 

There was a franknefs in my uncle Toby, — not 
the efFeft of fan^arity, — but the caufc of it, — 
which kt you at once into his foul, — and (hewed - 
you the goodnefs of his nature $ to this, there 
was (bmethiag in his looks, aod voice^ and man- 

oer^ 
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ner, fuperadded, which eternally beckoned to 
the unfortunate to come and take flieltcr under 
hun ; fo that before in; uncle Toby had h^ fi- 
nlflied the kind offers' he was making to the fa^ 
ther, bad the fon inienfibly prefled up dole to his 
knees, and had taken hold of the breaft of his 
c;oat, and was pulling it towards hisu — The 
blood and fpirits of Le Fever, which were wax- 
ing cold and flow within him, and were retrcadng 
to their laft citadel the heart, *— rallied back, *- 
tfie film ferlbok lus eyes for a moment, —be 
looked up vofhfully in my uncle Toby's ftce,-« 
then ctft a look upon his boy,i — and that ligament, 
i^ne as it was, —was never broken. 

Nature inilantly ebb'd again, — * the film re* 
fumed to its place,-«-the pufie fluttered— ftopp'd 
-^went on— throb'4 — ftopp'd again— moved— 
ftopp'd — fliall I go on ? — No. 



CHAP- Xt 

I Am fo impatient: to return to my own ftbry,. 
that what renoains of young Le Fever's, thir 
is, from this turn of fortune, to the time mj 
uncle Toby recommended him for my preceptor, 
fliall be told in a very few words, in the next 
chapter.-— All that is necefTary to Be added to this 
chapter is as follows : 

That my uncle ; oby^ with young Le Fever 
in his hand,. attended the poor lieutdiant, as chief 
mourners, to his grave.- 

That the governor of Cendermottd paid his ob- 
fcquies all. military honours, and that Yorick, 
not to be behind hand — - paid him all eccls* 
£a/lic — » for he bw\<^V^uv Vo% chiacel ^>— < 
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And it appears likcwife, he preached a funeral 

fermon over Mbi I fay it appears, — — 

for it was Yonck's cuftom, which I fuppofe a ge- 
neral one with thofe of his profeffion^ on the 
firft leaf of every fermon which he compofcd, 
to chronicle down the dme, the place, and the 
occaflon of its being preached : to this, he was 
ever wont to add fomc fhort comment or ftric- 
ture upon the fermon itfelf, feldom, indeed, much 
to its credit : •— For inft^nce. This fermon upon 
the jcwifli dilpenfation — I don't like it at all j — ^ 
Though I own there is a world of water- 
land i sh knowledgie in it, — but *tis all tritical, 
and moft tritically put together. — This is. but a 
fltmfy kind of a compofidon : what was in my 
head when I made it ? 

■ ■ N . B. The excellency of this text 13, that 
it will fuit lany fermon. — • and of this icrmonr— 
that it will iiiit any text. 

■ ' For this fermonl fliall be hanged^ .— J— - 
for I have ftolen the greatcft part of it. Doftor 
Paidagunes found me out. 

ret Set a thief to catch a thief. 

On the back of half a dozen I find w:rittcn. 
So, fo, and no more — and upon a couple^ Mo* 
derato ; by which, as far as any one may gather 
from Altieri's Italian dictionary, — but moftly 
from the authority of a piece of green whip-cord, 
which feemed to have been the unravelling of 
Yorick's whip-lafti, >»dth which he has left us the 
two fermons marked Moderato, and the half-do- 
zen of So, fo, tied faft together in one bundle by 
themfelves, one may fafely fuppofe he meant pretty 
hear the fame thing. 

There is but one difficulty in the way of this 
conjeAore^ which is this^ that the moderato's arc 

five 



a muuianu iinics mure gciiiub ; — aw 
a)I, arc infinitely more entertaining 

tjtd up with them for which re 

e^'tr Vorick's dramatic fennons arc 
the world, though 1 (hall admit but 
of the whole number of the io Ib's, 
vcrthclcfs, adventure to print the two 
"vnthout any foit of fcruplc. 

What Yorick could mean by the « 

mcnte,— <-«^eDut^-^ — ^gravc,— — and 

« adapio, — — as applied to thcolc 

pofmons, and with which lie has cl 

Jome of thefc fcrnai::, I il*.*s rwt 

gncfs 1 am more puziled 

finding a 1' oAava alta upon one; 
Conftrcpito upon the back of anotl 
SiciQiana upon a third ; — - Alia cap 
fourth ; — Con V arco upon this j - * 
upon that, — All I know is, that the 

cal terms, and have a meaning •, 

was a mufical man, I will make no 
that by fome quaint application of 
phors to the compofitions in hand, th( 
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It is upon mortality; and is tied length-wayi 
and crofs-ways with a yarn thrum, and then rol- 
led up and twiftcd round with half a Iheet of 
dirty blue paper, which feems to have been once 
the caft cover of a general review, which to this 
day fmells horribly of horfe-drngs.— Whether 

thefc marks of humiliation were defigned, 

I fomething doubt ; becaufe at the end of the 

fcrmon, (and not at the beginning of it) 

very different from hi# way of treating the reft, 

he had wrote 

Bravo .! 
■ ' T hough not very ofFenfively,--— for it is 
at two inches, at leaft^ and a half's diftancefrom^ 
and ,below the concluding line of the lermon, 
at the very extremity of the page, and in that 
right hand corner of it, which, you know, is ge- 
nerally covered with your thumb; and, .to da^k 
juflice, it is wrote befides with a crow's quUl fo 
faintly in a fmall Italian hand, as fcarce to foli- 
cit the eye towards the place, whether your thumb 

is there or not, fo that from the manner 

of it, it ftands half excufed ; and being wrote 
moreover with . very pale ink, diluted almoft to 
nothing, — 'tis more like a ritratto of the ihadow 
of vanity, than of van i t y herfelf— of the two ; 
refembling rather a faint thought of tranfient ap- 
plaufe, fecretly fUrringup in the heart of the com- 
pofer, than a grofs mark of it, coarfely obtru- 
ded upon the world. 

With all theie extenuations, I ata aware, that 
in publifhing this, I do no liprvice to Yorick's 
cbaraAer as a modtft man (-^but all men have 
their failings ! and what lefTens this {till farther, 
and almoft wipes it away, is this ; that the word 
was ftruck through fometime afterwards (as ap- 
pears 
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fcars firoa a x£i&jtiit mt of tbr izft) ^ub i 
l.sit qvBxt 9crok k m dus an— wrT y R li j W P 
as if las had lOimStoi, cr wzs jftriagifl d ic 
c^pniion he had odcc enialsjBcd of iL 

7'hcie ihort duijf ai * of 1ms frai i onis wnt £- 
ways wrklcD* CTfrpting ia dasaoc ififai%nr, :?- 
OB the firft leaf of izk fiscxaoy wbkh ibi^xs 
& center to at ; aad afoallj opoo tbe inSic of r, 
iphich \^'2s tuTDtd tOTmd& the text; — ba ^ 
tl^ie c&d of his ikScaaHe^ ^here, rrfhapsj he }ai 
fire or fix pages, and hmc tioiesy pcihs^ a 
whole (core to tarn himfelf m^ — he took a hs^ 
ckaut, 2nd, mdeed, a much mote mrtt fefa gt 
one $-"»a$ if he had foatched the <xxafioo of od- 
ladng btmielf \nth a few- more h6Btk&m 
ftrokes at rkc^ than the Araitnefs of the paipc 

allowed. 1 hefe, thoi^h hnflar^fike tber 1& 

•«ufli lighl}^ and out of all order, are flill anx- 

iliariei oo the fide of Tutue ; tell me thO) 

Mynheer Vander BlonederdondergewdenftrooiDt 
why they (hould not be printed together i 

CHAP. XII. 

WHEN my uncle Toby had turned crcrf 
thing into money, and fettled, all ac- 
counts betwixt the agent of the regiment and 
Lc Fever, and betwixt Le Fever and all man- 
kind,— -«-there remained nothing more in my 
uncle 1 oby's hands, than an old regimental coat 
and'a fword ; fo that my uncle Toby found little 
or no oppofition from the world in taking ad- 
miniftration. The coat my uncle Toby gave the 
corporal ; Wear it, ^'rim, faid my un* 

clc 1 oby , as lotvg ^ \x vjM\ WA v^^x^aRx ;w. >Js8l 
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(akc of the poor lieutenant And thi«,— — 

laid my uncle 1 oby, taking up the fword in hit 
land, and, drawing it out of the (cabbard as be 
poke— and this, Lc Fever, Til favc for thee, 
— — 'ds all the fortune, continued my undo 
Toby, hanging it upon a crook, and pointing to 

t, ^'tis all the fortune, mv dear Le Fever, 

Mrhich God has left for thee i out if he has given 
thee a heart to fight thy way with it in the worlds 
■ ■ ■■ a nd thou doeft it like a man of honour,— 
^tls enough for us. 

As foon as my uncle Toby had laid a founda- 
tion, and uught him to infcribe a regular poly^* 
gon in a drcle^ he fent him to a pubhck fchool, 
where excepting Whitfuntide and Chriftmas, 
at which times the corporal was punctually dif^ 
patched for him, — he remained to the fpring of 
the year, feventeen j when the (lories of the em- 
peror's fending. his army into Hungary againfl 
the Turks, kindling a fpark of fire in his boibm, 
he left his Greek and Latin without leave, and 
throwing himfelf upon his kaees before my un- 
cle Toby, begged his father's fword, and my un- 
cle Toby's leave along vnth it, to go an4 try his 
fortune under Eugene.— Twice did my uncle 
Toby forget his wound, and cry out, Xe Fever ! 
I will go vnth thee, and thou (hall fight be(ide 
me— < And twice he laid his hand upon his groin^ 
-and hung down bis head in (brrow and difcon- 
foladon. — 

My unde Toby took down the fword from the 
crook, where it had hung untouched ever fiiice 
the lieutenant's death, and delivered it to the 
corporal to brighten iip>— *— *and having detain* 
ed Le Fever a fingle fortnight to equip him, and 
contraft for his pa(rage to I.eghom, — he put thp 

fword 
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fword into hb hand>**If thou art bnTC, Leffo 
f er, faid my uncle Toby, this vnH not fail thee 

— but Fortune, faid he, (mufing a little) 

Fortune may — And if (he does, — added mj ifr 
cleToby, embracing him, come back again to 
Bie, Le Ferer, and we will (hape thee anodxr 
courfe. 

The greateft injury conid not have oppreficd 
the heart of Le Fever more than my unde To- 
by's paternal kindnefs $<— he parted from my oo- 
cle Toby, as the beft of ions from the beft of ii- 
thers — ^both dropped tears — and as my uode 
Toby gave him his laft kifs, he flipped fixtj gm- 
neas, tied up in an old purie of his father's, in 
which was his mother's ring into his hand,— and 
bid God blefs him. 



CHAP. xin. 

LE Fever got up to the Imperial army joll 
time enough to try what metal his fword 
was made of, at the defeat of the Turks before 
Belgrade ; but a feries of unmerited mifchaases 
had purfued him from that moment, and trod 
clofe upon his heels for four years together after: 
he had withftood thefe bufFedngs to the laft, till 
flcknefs overtook him at Marfeilles, from wheoce 
he wrote my uncle Toby word, he bad loft his 
time, his fervices, his health, and, in (hort, 
every thing but his fword ; — and was waiting for 
the firft ftiip to return back to him. 

As this letter came to hand about fix weeks 
before Sufannah's accident, Le Fever was hourly 
expeded ; and was uppermoft in my uncle To- 
by's mind all the tm<& mi iis^^x hi^& ^^<i\si!^ him 
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and Yorick a defcrlption of what kind of a pcr- 
lon he would choofe for a preceptor to me : but 
as my uncle Toby thought my father at firft Ibme- 
^what fanciful in the accompliflmients he requir- 
ed, he forebore mentioning Le Fever's name — » 
till the charafter, by Yorick'sinterpofition, end- 
ing unexpeftcdly, In one, who fliould be gentle 
tempered and generous, and good, it imprefled 
the image of Le Fever, and his intereift upon 
my uncle Toby fo forceably, he rofe inftantly off 
his chair j and laying down his pipe, in order to 
take hold of both my father's hands — I beg, 
brother Shandy, faid my uncle Toby, I may re- 
commend poor Le Fever's fon to you — I bo- 
ieechyou, do, added Yorick- He has a good 
heart, faid my uncle Toby-^And a brave one too, 
an' pleafe your honour, laid the corporal. 

— ^The beft hearts. Trim, are ever the brav- 
eft, replied my uncle Toby^— And the grcateft 
cowards, an' pleafe your honour, in oiu* regi- 
ment, were the greateft rafcals in it— There 
was ferjeant Kuinber, and enfign — 

We'll talk of them, faid my father, another 
time. . 



C H 'A P. XIV. 

. \ 

WHAT a jovial and a merry world would 
this be, may it pleale your worflups, but 
for that inextricable labyrinth of debts, cares, 
woes, want, grief, difcontent, melancholy, large 
jcMUtures, impofitions, and lies ! 

Doftor Slop, like a fon of a w— , as my fa- 
ther/called him for it,— to exalt himfclf— debaC 
ed me to death,— and made ten thoufand times 

more 
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raofc of Sufaanah's acddenti than there wis tny 
grounds for \ fo that io a week's Eimc, or Icfs, U 
was In every body's cnoiith» That poor Malkr 
Shandy • * # # • entire' 

ly. And FiM£| who lores lo double every 
things — in three days more^ had fwom po- 
Jjtivcly fte faw it, and all the world, as ufual, 

gave credit to her evidence ** ZJ^^^ ^^ 

nnrfcry window had not only • * » f 
• •ft • •### 

but that •••♦•* 

4 « • # # # «»5aiib.*; 

Could the world have been f«ed like a BOpTi 
cORPoit ATE, -my father had brought an a>i 

tion upon the cafe, and trounced it fujffidenllf 

but to fall foul of individuals about it as evft« 

ry foul who had mendotied the affair, did it witK 
the greateft pity Imaginable ;- — —'twas like fiyiflj 

in th« very face of his be ft friends : And jefl 

to acqujclcc under the report in filencc -wii 

to acicDowlcdge it openly, at Jeaft in the 

opinion of one half of the world \ and to make 

n bufllc again, in contradid'ting it was to 

coniirm it as ftrongiy in the opinion of rhe other 
half, 

— *Was ever poor devil of a country gentle 
man fo hampered ? faid my father, 

I would (hew him publickly^ fatd my unde 
Toby, at the market crofs, / 

'Tw^iU have no effe^fc, faid my fadur-* ^ Z- 
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CHAP* XV. 

— ni put him, however, into breeches, faid 
ttiy father, — let the world fay what it will^ 

CHAP. XVI. 

THERE are a thoufand refolutions, Siri 
both in church and ftate, as well as la 
matters. Madam, of a more private concern ( 
which, though they have carried all the appear- 
ance in the world of bei&g taken, and entered 
Bpon in a hafty, hare-brained, and unadvifed 
manner, were, notwithftanding this, (and could 
yon or I have got into the cabinet, or flood be- 
hind the curtain, ^e ftiould have found it was 

fo) 'weighed, poized and perpended 

argued upon "-canvalled through 'efttcr- 

ed into, and examined on all fides with fo much 
coolnels that the goddess of coolness hcrfelf 
{I do aot take upon me to prove her exiftence) 
icouid neither have wifhed it, or done it better. 

Of the number of thefe v/as my father's refo- 
lutioQ of putting me into breeches ; which 

though determined at once in a kind of hufF> 

~ «nd a defiance of all mankind^ had, nevcrthe- 
lefe, been pro^d tmd con'd, and judicially talked 
over betwixt him and my mother about a month 
befiwe in two fcveral beds of juflice, which my 
father had held for that purpofe. I fhail exphin the 
nature of thefe beds of jufticc in my next chapter ; 
and in the chapter following that, you (hall ftep 
with me. Madam, behind the curtain, only to 

Vol. VI. K V^^x 
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hc:ir la what kind of manner my father and my 
tnolher debated, between themfelves, this affair 
of the breeches, from which yoa may form aa 
idea, how thej debated all lefl&r matters* 

CHAP XVIL 

THE aDclent Goths of Germany, who (At 
learned Cluverius is pofitiTe) were firft^ 
featcd in the coumry between the Viftula and the 
Oder, and who afterwards Incorporated the Her- 
cuii, the Bu^ans, and fomc other Vaadalliekdani 
to 'em, had all of them a wile ciiftom of debat* 
ing ever J tiling of importance to their ftatc^ 

twice ; that is, once drank, and once fo- 

ber : Drunk ■ that their councils might n« 
want vigour ;— — and fober — that they migbi 
not want difcrction. 

Now my father being entirely a water drinker, * 
—was a long time gravelled almoft to death, la 
Inrning this as much to his advantage, as he did 
every other thing, which the ancients did or faid \ 
and it was not till the feventh year of his mar- 
nage, after a thoufand fcuitlefs experiments aad 
devices, that he hit upon an expedient which an- 

fwercd the purpofe j and that was whefl 

any difficult and momentous point was to be fet- 
tled in the family which required great fobriety, 

and great •fpirit too, in its determination, he 

fixed and fet apart the firft Sunday night in the 
month, and the Saturday night which immedi' 
ately preceded it, to argue it over, in bed with 
my mother : By which contrivance, if you ccMi^ 
fider, Sir, with yourfelf, * # * • 
**#*#*»♦ 

Tbcfe 
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Thcfe my father, humoroafly enough call- 
ed his beds of juftice j — ^-^for, from the two.dif*- 
ferent oounfels taken in thefe two different hu- 
mours, a middle one was generally found out, 
^which touched the point. of wifdom as well, as 
if he had got drunk and fober a lumdred times. . 

It rauft not be made a fteret of to the world, 

thut this anfwers full as well in literary difcufli- 

*ons, as either in military or conjugal $ but it is 

not every author that can try the experipient as 

the Goths and Vandals did it »-or if he can, 

may it be always for his body's health 5 and to 
do it, as my father did it, — am I fure it would 
\>e always for his foul's ? 

My way is this : — 
. In all nice and ticklifli difcuflions, — —(of 
which, heaven knows, there are but too many 
in my book) — ^where I find I cannot take a 
ftcp without the danger of having cither their 
wor(hips..or thtir reverences upon my back. ■ > ■ 

I write one half full, and t'other falling ; 

er "write it all full, arid correift it fading ;^^or 
write it fafting,— — and correft it full, for they 
all come to the fame thing ;— — So that with a 

}cfs variation from my father's plan, than my 
lather's from the Gothick — I feel myfelf upon a 

par with him in his firft bed of juftice, and 

no way inferior to him in his fecond. '1 hefc 

ditFcrent and almoft irreconcileable efFefts, flow 
uniformly from the wife and wonderful me.cha* 
aifmof nature,-^— «-of which be hcr's the ho- 
nour.*-- All that we can do, is to turn and 

work the machine to the improvement and better 
mannfaftory of the arts and fciences. 

Now, when I write full, 1 write as if 

I was never to write fafting again as long as I live ; 
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that is, I write free from the cares, u 

well at the UTrara of the world* — I count cot 
"the number of my fcars,^ — nor does my fanq go 
forth into dark entries and bye corntrs to ante- 

ilatc my ftabs, lo a word, my pen takes in 

couric! and I write on as much from the fiill- 
^Jiefs of my heart, as my ftomach. — 

But when, an' plcaft your honotirsj 1 indite 
fading, *t3S a diiTtrenE hiftory.— I pay the uorli 
ejl pofllble attention and refpeft,^and have as 
p^eat a fiiarc (while it lafts) of that underftrap- 
plng virtue of difcreiion, as the beA of yew.— 
So that betwixt both, ! write a carelcfs kind of i 
nvilj nonfcnfical, good humoured, iShaadcan 
book, which will do your hearts good,— 

— And all your liearts too,^ provided you W^ 
Her fl and if< 
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WE fhonld begin, faid my father^ turn! tig 
himfelf half round in bed, and fhifting 
hi^ pillow a little towards my mother's, as be 
opened the debate. — We fliould begin to think, 
Mrs, Shandy, of putting this boy into breeches-^— 

We Jhould fo, — faid my mother.*— We defer 
it, my dear, quoth my fatlier, ftiamefully. — 

I think we do, Mr, Shandy,— — faid my mo- 
ther, 

Not but the child Jooks extremdy 

\vcll, faid my father, in his vcfts and tunicks.— 

^He does look very well in them^— re- 
plied my mother. — 

■ ■ " ■ And for that feafon it would l>e al* 

moft 
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moft a fin, added my father, to uke him out ot 
*em. 

It would fo—faid my mother :*-4kir, indeed, 
he is growing a very taU lad, rejoined my fathep# 

— He is very tall for his age,' indeed — faid.my 
mother. — 

— —I can not (makaig two fyllablcs of it) 
imagine, quoth my father, who the deufc he 
takes after. — 

I cannot conceive, for my life,— faid my mo- 
ther.— " . < 

Humph ! — ^faid my father. 

(The dialogue ceafed for a moment.) 

—1 am very fhort myfelf, — continued my fa- 
ther gravely. 

You are very fhort, Mr. Shandy,— —faid my 
mother, 

Humph ! quoth my father to himfelf,. a fe- 
cond time : in muttering which, he plucked his 
pillow a little further from my mother's — and 
turning about again, there was an end of the de- 
bate for three minutes and a half, 

■ W hen he gets thefe breeches made, 
eried my father. La a higher tone, he'll look like 
a beaft in 'em. 

He will be very aukward in them at firft, re- 
plied my mother.- ' 

— And 'twill be lucky, if that's the worft on'r, 
added my father* 

It will be ver/lucky, anfwercd my mother. 

I fuppofe, replied my father, — making fome 
paufe firft— he'll be cxaftly like other people's 
children. 

Exaftly, faid my mother, — 

Though 1 fhould be forry for that, 
K 3 added 
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iddtd my ike her : and fo the debate flopped 

^ They fhoald be of leather, faid my fa- 
ther, turnlnt^ him iibom ag^tn. — 

They will laft hiini laid my mother^ the 

Uvjt he can haifc oo l&ungs to *ein> replied roj 

Me timnotj f!iid my mother. 
*T\vere better to have them of ftiftJaw, quoth 
my f;ither. 

NothiQg czn be better, qnoth my mother- 

Except dlmitty ^repued my father: 

-rris be A of all, replied my mother,— 



— One muft not give him his death, however, 
— imerrnptedmy father. 

By no means, faid my mother :— - atid fo tlic 
(iblogue flood ftill again, 

I am relblved, however, quoth my father, 1 
breaking filence the fourth time, he Ihall have 
BO pockets in them* 

— There is no occafion for any, faid my mo- 
ther- — 

I mean \n his coat and waiftcoat,— cried mj 
father. 

—I mean fo too,— rapKed my mother. 

—Though if he gets a gig or a top — -Poor 

fouls ! it is a erown and 'a fceptrc to theai, • 

they Ihould have where to fecure it. 

Order it as you pleafe, Mr. Shandy, repliei 
my mother.— 

— But don't you think it right ? added my fa- 
ther, preffing the point home to her. 

Perfe6^1y, faid my mother, if it. pletfea you, 
Mr. Shandy.-~- ' 

— Therc'« 
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— .There's for you ! cried my father, loling 
temper— Pleafes me ! — You wiU never diiliiv- 
guifh, Mrs.- Shandy, nor IhaU I ever teach you 
to do it, betwixt a point of pleafure and a point 
of convenience. — This was on the Sunday night v 
^•^ and further this chapter fayeth not. 



CHAP. XIX. 

A FTER my father had debated the ^air 
Jtj^ of the breeches with my mother/r-be con- 
lulted Albertus Rubenius upon it ; and Albertus 
Rubenius ufed my father ten times worie in the 
confultation (if pofEble) than even my father 
had uied my mother: For as Rubenius had wrote 
a quarto exprefs, De re Veftiaria Veterum,— it 
was Rubenius's bufmefs to have g^ven my father 
Ibme lights. — On the contrary, my father might 
IS weU have thought of extracting the feven 
cardinal virtues out of a long beard, as of ex* 
trafting a fingle word out of Rubenius upon the 
fubjeft. 

Upon every other article of ancient drefi, 
Rubenius was very communicative to my father ^ 
»— gave Wm a full and fatisfaftory account of 

The Toga, or Ipofe gown. 
. The Chlamys. 

The Ephod. 

The Tunica, or Jacket. 

The Synthefis. 

The Psenula. 

The Lacerna, with its Cucullus. 

The Paludamentum. 

ThePractexta,. 
. ^he Sagum>..or foldier*^ jerjdn, 
.'■ .' K 3 Tba 
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The Arabea : of which, according t< 
mn^^ there were three kinds* — 

— Bur what are ail thefc to the f>reech< 
my father, 

Rtibcmiis thrtw him down upon the 

t\\ kinds of Oiocs which had bcco in fa£hi 

Ihr Rotrkins-^Thcrc was. 

The open flroe* 

The ctofe ihot* 

The Hip ftioe, 

"The woodea flioc* 

The foe- 

The bufkin. 

And the military (tioc wirh hob-nails in if 

Jmenai takes notice of. 
There were, The clogi. M 

Tlie patins. if 

ThePiiatou6c£, ^i 

The brogues* ^ 

'I he faridah, with latcheis to them. 
1 herfe was, the felt fiioe. 
The linen (hoc. 
The laced flioc. 
The braided (hoe. 
The calceus incifus. 
And the calceus roftratus, 
Rubenius fhcwed my father hpw well they 
ted, — in what manner they laced on, — 
what points, ftraps, thongs, latxhets, rj 
jaggs, and ends. — 

But I want to be informed abc 

breeches, faid my father. 

Albertus Rubenius informed my father tl 
Romans manufactured fluffs of various fal 
— rfome plain, — fome ftriped, — others di 
throughout the whole contexture of the 
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"with filk and gold — That linen did not begift ta- 
be in the common Ufe, till towards the deden^ 
Hon of the empire, when the Egyptians coming 
to fettle amongft them, brought it into vogue. 

—That perfons of quality and fortune diftin- 
guifhed thcmfelves by the finenefs Mid whitencfs 
of their cloaths ; which colour (next to purple, 
which was appropriated to the great offices) they 
moft aiFe<fted and wore on their birth-days and 

p^ublic rejoicings.-^ ^That it appeared from tb«t: 

Beft hiftorians of thofe times,, that they frequenti* 
]y fent their cloaths to the fuller, to be cleaned 
and whitened — but that the inferior people, > to 
aroid that expence, generally wore brown cldaths^ , 
and of a fomething coarfer texture, — till to-*- 
wards the beginning of' Auguftas's reign, whea: 
the flave drefTed like his mailer, . and almoft . 
eytry diftin6tion/.of habUknent wa^ loft, but the. 
Latus Clavus. 

And wha» was the Latns.Olavus ? faid my far- 
ther. . 

Rubenius'tc4d him, > that the point was ftiU li* 
t'^ating amongft the learned :-^That Egnatius^^t 
Sigonius-i B6f&us,.Ticiaeniis, Bayfias, Bnda^us,' 
Salmafihs, Lipfius, Laziu8,.Iiaac Caufiibon,: and. 
JoTeph Scaliger, all differed 'from each other,——- 
and he from them : That fome took it tabe the 
button,— fome the coat itfclf, — others only the 
colour of it : — ^That the. great Bay fius, in his 
Wardrobe of the ancients, chap. 1 2. — honeftly 
faid, he knew not what it was,— whether a ti- 
Kula,' — a ftad,' a button, — a loop, a buckle, — 
or clafps and keeper^. , ^ 

- — My father loft the horfe^ but dot thefaddlc ^ 

«-4rhey are hooks and eyes, faid my father^— and;l 

K 5, yM^ 
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with hooks lad eyes he ordered my breeches tfi 

be made* 

w C H A P. XX. 

•' 

WE ar« now going to enctr upon a new 
(cene of c rents. ~ 

— Leave we then the breeches m the iayloi*t 
handS} with my father ftantiing over him witii 
hi% cane* reading him as he fat at work a leOiire 
upon the laius davus, and pointing to the predfc 
part of the waiflbandj wh^ire he was determined 
to have ft wed it on — 

Leave we my mothei^- — (true ft of all the Poco* 
curante^s of her fcx !)— cartkfs about it, a* a- 
bout every thing clfe in the world which con- 
jccrried her ; — ^that is,— indiffere»t whether it was 
done this way or that, — ^provided it was but done 
at alh 

Leave we Slop likcwifc to the full profits of all 
my diihonours* 

Leave we poor Le Fever to recover, and get 

home from Marseilles as be can-i^ And 1 aft of 

all— bccaufe the hard eft of all,^ 

Let us leavdj if poftjble, myfelf ;— But 't»s 

impo/Kble, 1 muft go ak>ag with you to the 

end of the work, 

C H A P. XXI. 

IF the reader has pot a clear conception of the 
rood and the half of ground which lay at 
the bottom of my uncle Toby*s kitchen garden, 
and which was the fcece of fo many of bis dc- 

liciour 
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licious hoars,— the fault is not in me,* but in his* 

imagination; for I am fure I gave him fo 

minute a defcription, I was almoft aihamed of 
it. 

When Fate was looking forwards one after- 
noon, into the great tranfaftions of future times, 
— and recollcfted for what purpofes this little plot, 
by a decree faft bound down in iron, had been 
deftined, — fhe gave a nod to> Nature — ^'twas- 
cnough^Nature threw half a fpade full of the 
kindliefb comport: upon ity .with juft- fo much claj 
ia it, as to retain the forms of angles and indent- 

'^S^r and fo little of it too, as not to cling to 

the fpade, and' render works of fo much glory, 
nafty in foul^ weather.. 

My uncle Toby came down, as> the reader has- 
been informed, with, plans along wltji him, ofal- 
mofl: every fortified' town in Italy and Flanders j-fo 
let the Duke of Marlborough,, or the allies, have 
fct down before what town they pleafed,. my un- 
cle Toby was prepared for them* 

His way, which was the fimplcft one in the 
world, was this ;. as foon.as ever a. town was in- 
▼efted (but fooner when the defign was known) 
to take the plan of it, (let it be what town it 
would) and enlarge it' upon a fcale. to the exaft 
fize of his bowling-green y upon the furface of 
which, by means of a large roll of packthread, . 
and a number of fmall picquets driven into the 
ground, at the feveral angles and redans, he 
transferred . thq lin€$ frox5i"»his paper ; then taking 
the profile, of the 'place,^ with it« works, to dcr 
termine the deptb^„ft»i flppes. of the ditches, — r-r 
the talus of the glacis, and the precife height or 
the "feveral banquets, parapets, &:c.— -he fet the> 

corporal to work4-and fwcetly went it on u 

The. 
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The nature of the foU» — ^the nature of the work 
itfdf, — andaboixallj ihe good nature of my un- 
cle Toby fifting by from mornmg to night, and 
chatting kiQdly with the cor[>oral upon paH dooc 
deedsj— left labour little dft but the ceteraonj 
of the name. 

When the place was fini/hed in this manner^ 

md pot into a proper poftore of defence, -— ^ 

it was Inrcftcdj— ^and m? uncle Toby aad the 

lorpor^i bcgaji to run their firll parallel I beg 

I may not be interrupted in my f^ory, by being 
told, that the firft parallel Ihould be at leaf^ three 
hundred toUcs diAant from the main body of the 
place,^ — and that I have not left a iingle inch for 
it i— for my wncle Toby took the liberty of la- 
croa thing upon his Ititchen garden, for the fake 
of enlarging his works on the bo\v ling-green ; and 
for that reaibn generally ran his fiTik and fecond 
parallels betwixt two rows of his cabbages and his 
colli flowers j the conveniencit-s and inconvemen- 
<ies of which will be confidered at large in- the hit 
tor}' of my uncle Toby's and the corporars cam^ 
paigns^ of which, this Vm now writing is bnt a 
(ketch,^ and vnll be finiflied, if I coDJeAnrc riglrt,, 
in three pages (bm there is no gucfllDg)— Thl- 
campaigtis themfelves will take iip as many books^. 
and therefore I apprehepd it would be hanging 
too great a weight of one kind of matter in fa 
flimfy a performance as this, torhapfodize them,, 
as I once intended, into the body of the work 

•^ furely th^y had better be printed apart,-— 

we'll consider the affair:^ — fo take the foiiQ9«1jpg 
Jketch of them in the ]|^;ui.tku«- 
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CHAP. XXIL 

WH E N the towD^ with its works, was 6- 
nifhed, my uncle Toby and ihe corporal 

Began to run rfieir firft parallel. not at ran.- 

dom, or any how — but from the fame p<Mnts and 
iliftancet the allies had begun to run theirs i and 
regulating their appn^aches and attacks, by the 
accounts my uncle Toby received from the daily 
papers, — they went on,, during the whole ilege, 
ftep by ftep with the allies. 

When the duke of Marlborough made a lodg-^ 
ment,7— my nnde Toby made a lodgment too— 
And when the face of a baftion was battered 
down, or a defence ruined,— -the corporal took. 
his mattock and did: as much, — and fa on>v— * 
gaining ground, and maldng themfelves mafters 
of the works one after another, till, the town fell 
into, their hands^ 

To one who took pleafuro in the happy flate of 
others, — there could not have been a greater f?ght 
in the world,^ than on a poft-morning, in which a 
praAicabie breach had been made, by, the duke.of 
Marlborough, in the main body of the place, — 
to^ have, ftood' behind the horn-beam hedge, and 
oblerved the fpirit with which my unde loby,, 
with Trim behind him,. filBed forthj— <he one 
with the gazette in his hand,— the other with a 
Ipade on his (boulder to execute the contents.. 

— ^ What an. honeft triumph in .my. uncle 'Jo*. 

byi looks as he marched up to the ramparts t' 
What intenfe pleafure fwimming in his eye as he 
fiood . over the. corporal, readings the. paragrapJL 
ten times over to lumj as he was at work, leftg^ 

perad- 
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pcraciv^nturc, lie fhould make the bicach nn incIS 
foci wide, — or Leave it an inch too narrow,— But 
when the chamade was beat, aad the corporai 
helped my uncle up it, and'fotlowed with the co- 
lours in hb hand, to fix them upon the ramparts 

Heaven ! Earth! Sea! but what 

avail apoftrophcs ? with all your demcotSj. 

wet or dry, yc never componodcd fa intoxicatiig 
a draught ? 

In this tract of happinefs for many years, with-* 
out one intermprion to it, Axcept now and then 
when the wind continued to blow dne weft for a 
week or ten days together, which detained the 
Flanders mail, and kept them fo long in tonnre, 
— *but ftiJl 'twas the torture of the happy — In thi^ 
track, I hy^ did my uncle Toby and Trim move 
for many years, every year of which and ibme- 
times every month, from the invention of cither 
the one or the other of them, adding fomc new 
conceit or qitirk of improvement to their operati- 
ons, which always opened frefh fprings of delight 
in canymg them on. 

The firft year's campaign. was carried on frpm 
beginning to end,,, in the-pBttn xndifiinple.mcthod 
I've related. w ; 

In the fccond year^^/in which my uncle Toby 
took Liege and Ruremond, he thought he might 
afford the expenceof fotu bandfome draw-bridg- 
es, two of which I have pven an exaft defcrip* 
ticn of, in the former part of fhy work. 

At the latter end of the fame, year he added a 

couple of gates with portcuUifes::-'- Thefe 

laft were, converted' afterwards irito. orgues, as 
the better thing; and during the winter; of the 
fame year, my uncle Toby, inftead of a new fuit 
of doaths, which he always had at. Chxiftmast 

treated 
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treated himfelf with a handfome fentry-box, to 
ftand at the corner of the bowling-green, betwixt 
which point and the foot of the glacis, there 
was left a Iktle kind of an efplanade for him and 
the corporal to confer and hold councils of war 
upon. 

T he fentry-box was in cafe of rain* 

Allthefe were painted white three times over 
the enfuing fpring, which enabled my oncle To^ 
by to take the field with great fplendour. 

My father would often fay to Yorick, that if 
any mortal in the whole univerfe had done fuch 
a thing, except his brother Toby, it woold have 
been looked upon by the world as one of the 
moft refined fatyrs upon the parade and prancing 
manner, in which Louis XIV. from the bcgin-^. 
ning of the war, but particularly that very year, 

had taken the field But 'tis not my brother 

Tob/s^nature, kind foul ! my father would add, 
to infult any one. 

—But let us go on^ 



CHAP, xxiir. 

JMuft obftpve, that althpugh in the firft year's 
campaign, the word toWn is often mention-^ 
, yet there was ao town at that time within 

the polygon ; that addition was not made till the 
iummer following the fpring in> which the bridges 
and fentry-box were painted, which was the 

third year of my uncle Toby's campaigns, 

when upon his taking Amberg, Bonn, and Rhin- 
berg, 'and Huy and Limbourg, one after another, 
a thought came into the corporal's head, that to. 
talk of takiqg iR> many towns, without one Towhr 

to 



hs 
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m fhcwr for it^ — v^^ m. rcry ooiiieiilical wty 
going to work, and fa propolbd to my undc Ti 
^t thit tbcy ftioukl have a little model of 
town built for them,— to be ruo up togetherj 
flit de^lf, and then painted, and clapped withi 
the bierior polygoa to fcrve for all^ 

Mjr unde Toby felt the good of the prqjcft ij 
fttntly, and mftantl y agreed to k, but with t 
additloo of two fiagiilar toiproTcmeDts, of which 
he was almoft zs prgod, as if he had been the 
original inventor of the project itfelf, 

The one was to have the towa b»ilt exaftly 
the nUe of thofe, of which it was moft Ukely 
be the reprefrntatiTe > ^ * wUh grattrd windbwi^ 
and the gabk ends of the ho Dies, facing ch&, 
llreeta, &c. &c. as thoie in Ghent and BnigfiU 
and the reA of the towDs in Brabant and EUq3 
ders. I 

Iht other was^ BOt to have the houfes ndlf 
Dp together, as the corporal propofcd, but to^ 
have every houie mdcpeQdciU, to hook on, or 
off, fo as to form Into the plan of whatever 
town they pleaied. This was put direftiy into 
hand J and many a look cf mutual congra- 
tulation was exchanged between my.unde To- 
by and the c(»:poral, al the. carpcitt^r dkt the. 
work. . 

■ It anfwered prodigioufly the next 

fummer the town was a pcrfeft Proteu*— *- 

It was Landen, and Trerebach^ . and Santvllet^ 
and Drufen, and Hagenau, and then it was 
Oftend and Mewn, and Aeth and Dendermond. 

Surely never did any TOwsf z£k6y< 

many parts, fince Sodom and Gomorrahj as mju 
uncle Toby's town did. . 
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In the fourth year, my uncle i oby thinking a 
town looked foolifhly without a church, added a. 

very fine one with a fteeple. Trim was for 

having bells in itj— my uncle Toby faid, the 
metal had better be caft into cannon. 

This led the way the next campaign for half 
a dozen brafs field pieces, — to be planted three 
and three on each fide of my uncle Toby's fen- 
try box ; and in a ftiort time, thefe led the way 

for a train of fomewhat larger,— and fo on 

(as muft always be tht cafe in hobby-horfical af- 
fairs) from pieces of half an inch bore, till it came 
at laft to my father's jack boots. 

The next year, which was that in which Lifle 
was befieged, and at the clofe of which both 
Ghent and Bruges fell into our hands, — my un- 
cle Toby w^s fadly put to it for proper ammuni- 
tion 5 1 fay proper ammunition becaufe 

his great artillery would not bear powder \ 

and 'twas well for the Shandy family they would 

not For fo full were the papers, from the 

beginning to the end of the fiege, of the incef- 
fant firings kept up by the befiegers— — and *fb 
heated was my uncle Toby's imagination with 
the accounts of them, that he had infallibly fliot 
away all his eAate. 

Something therefore was wanting, as a 
fuccedaneum, efpecially in one or two of the 
more violent paroxyfms of the fiege, to keep up 
Ibmething like a continual firing in the imagina- 
tion, and this fomething the corporal, whofe 

principal . ftrength lay in invention, fupplicd by 
an entire new fyftem of battering of his own 
— \vithout which, this had been objefted to by 
military critics, to the end of the world, as one 

of 
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of the great defidcr^ta of my uacle Toby's appa- 
ratus. 

This win not he explained the worfc, for fa- 
ting oCT, sift I generally doj at a littk dlft^cc 
Croni thcfubjeft. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

WITH two or three other trinkets, fmall 
ia themfclves, bot of great regard^ 
whkh poor Tom, the corporal*s unfortunate 
brother, had font him over, ^"ith the account of 

his marrUge with the Jc^'s widow there 

was. 

A Montcro-cap and two Turkish tobacco 
pipcs- 

The Montero-cap I fhall dcfcribe by and bye, 
- The Turkifh tobacco pipes had bo« 
thing particular m them, they were fitted up and 
ornamented as ufual, with flexible tubes of Mo- 
rocco leather and gold wire, and mounted at their 
ends, the one of them wich ivory, — the other 
with black ebony, tipp'd with filver. 

My father, who faw all things in lights differ- 
ent from the reft of the worid, would fay to the 
corporal, that he ought to look upon tbcfe two 
prefents more as tokens of his brother's nicety, 

than his alfecflion. ^Tom did not care, 

Trim, he would fay, to p^t on the cap, or to 

frnoak in the tobacco pipe of a Jew God 

hlefs your honour, the corporal would fay, 
(giving a ftrong reafon to the contrary) — ^-^how 
can that be, .^7' 

The Montero-cap was fear let, of a fvtpcrfrrk 
Spanifh ^lotb, died in grain, and mounted all 

round 
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round with fur, except about four inches in the 
front, which was faced with a light blue, flighdy 
embroidered,— and feemed to have been the pro- 
perty of a Portuguefc quartcr-mafter, not of foot, 
but of horfe, as the word denotes. 

The corporal was not a little proud of it, as 
well for its own fake, as the fake of the giver, 
fo fcldom or never put it on but upon Gala- 
days 5 and yet never was a Montero-cap put to 
fo many ufes; for in all controverted pcnnts, 
whether ciilitary or culinary, provided the cor- 
poral was fure he was in the right, — ^it was either 
his oath, — ^his wager, — or his gift. 

*Twas his gift in the prefent cafe. 

FU be bound, faid the corporal, ijpeaking to 
himfclf, to give away my Montero-cap to the firft 
beggar who comes to the door, if I do not ma^ 
nage this matter to his honour's fatisfaftion. 

The completion was no further off, than th(? 
very next morRing : which was that of the florm 
of the counterfcarp betwixt the Lower Deule, to 

the right, and the gate of 5t. Andrew,-" 

and on the left, between St. Magdelan's and the 
river. 

As this was the mod memorable attack in the 
whole war, — the moft gallant and obfHnate on 
l)oth fides, — and I muft add the moft blogdy 
too, for it coft the allies themfelves that morning 

above eleven hundred men, my uncle Toby 

prepared himfelf for it with a more than ordinary 
fblemnity. 

The eve which preceded, as my uncle Toby 
went to bed, he ordered. his Ramillie wig, which 
had lain infide out for many years in the corner 
of an old campaigning trunk, which flood by 
his bed fide, to be taken out and laid upon the 

lid 
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lid of it, rciJy for the morrung i and the Tcr|J 
hxi\ thing he did in his ihin, ^vhen he had ftcp*| 
ped out of bed, my udcIc Toby, after he haj' 
turned the rough iide out^ards^ - put n oa : 
This done, Uc proceeded next to liis hreechet, * 
and haWsig buttoned the waiflbaDd, hcfordmth 
barkkd on hisfword beh, and had got his fworJ 
li^If way in, -^ when he conljJcreJ he (hould 
wuin fhavjng, sqd thnit it would be very mcogi 
renknt to do it with his fword on, — fo took W 
off : -^ In atlaying to put on hU regimtDtiil 

coat and wal/tcoat, my uncle i oby found tk 
fame objeftion in his wig, fo tiiat u^'iit off too ; 
* So that what with one thing, and what 

ivjth another, as always hlh out when a man Is 
io the mort heat,— 'twas ten o'clock, wWchwa^ 
half aa hour later ih^n his niual time^ before laH 



unc]cToby fallied out. 



CHAP. XXV, - -- -^-' 

MY tmclc Toby had fcarce turned the corner 
of bis yew hedge, which feparated his 
Kitchen garden from his bowling-green, when he 
perceived the corporal had begun the attack with- 
out hirp. 

Let me ftop artd give you a pifture of the cor- 
pora I's apparatus ; and of the corporal himfclf 
in the height of his attack juft as it ftruck my 
uncle Toby, as he turned towards the fentry box, 
where the corporal was at work, • — for in nature 
there is not fuch another, — nor can any combina- 
tion of all that h grotefque and whimfical m her 
works produce its equal. 

The 
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T he corporal 

■ ■ ■ Tread lightly on his afties, ye men of 
genius, — for he was yoar kinfman : 

Weed his grave clean, ye men of goodnefs,-^ 

for he was your brother. • O corporal ! 

had I thee but now, now, that \ am 

able to pve thee a dinner and proteftion, — 
how wbuld T cherifti thee ! thou fhould'ft wear 
thy Moatero-cap every hour of the day, and 
every day of the week, — and when it was worn 
out, I would purchafe thee a couple like it : — 
But alas I alas ! alas ! now that I can do this, 
in fpite of their reverences — the occafion is 
loft — for thou art gone^— thy genius fled 
up to the ftars from whence it came ; ^ »- and 
that warm heart of thine, with all its generous 
and open vefkh^ compreflibd into a clod of the 
valley. ' 

— -*• But what ■ what is this, to that 

future and dreaded page, where! look towards 
the velvet pall, decorated with the military 

cnfigni of thy matter the firft 

the foremoft of created beings, where, I ftiall 
fee thee, faithful fervant f laying his fword 
and fcabbard with a trembling hand acrofs his 
coffin, and then returning pale as ajfhes to the 
dt)or, to take his mourning horfe by the bridle, 
to follow his hearfe, as he direfted thee ;— 
where — all my father's fyftems (hall be baffled 
by his forrows ; and, in fpite of his philofophy, 
I fhall behold him as he infpefts the lackered 
plate, twice taking his fpeftacles from off his 
nofe, to wipe away the dew which nature has flied 
upon them— When I fee him caft in the rofemary 
with an air of difconfolation, which cries thro' 

my 
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my cars, — O Toby ! in what corner of the world 
ihall I Jtek thy fellow ? 

— — Gradous powers ! which erfl hiTC 
opened the lips of the dumb in hisdiftrcfs^ and 
made ihc rotigtie of the ftammerer fpeak plak — 
whtn ] ftiail arrive at this dreaded page, deal U0t 
with me, then, with a tinted hand. 



CHAP, XXVI. 



w 



THE corporal, who the night before 
refolded in his mind, to fiipply the grand 
defideratumj of keeping up fome thing like an 
inccJTant ^ring upon the enemy during tbfi 
heat of the attack^ — had no further idea ia 
his fancy at that time, than a contrivance of fmoftft* 
ing tobacco againft the town, out of one of mj 
uncle Toby's field-pieces J which were planted on 
each fide of his feif try-box ; the means of cf* 
f eft ing which occurring to his fancy at the 
fame time, though he had pledged his cap, ic 
thought it in no dangt^r from the mifcarriagc of 
his projefts. 

Upon turning it this way, and that, a little id 
his mind, he ^n began to find out, that bj 
means of his two TurkLfti tobacco-pipes, with 
the fupplement of three fmaller tubes of wafti- 
leather at each of their lower ends> to be tagg'd 
by the fame number of tin pipes fitted to the 
touch holes, and fealcd with clay next the can- 
non, and then tied hermetically with waxed iSk 
at their feveral infertions into the Morocco tube, 
•—he ihould be able to fire the fix field-pieeces all 
together, and with the fame eafe as, to fire one* 

Let 
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•Let no man fay from what taggs ani jaggs 
Irints ipay not be cut out, for the advancement 
of human knowledge. Let no . man, who his 
read my father's firft and fccond beds of juftice, 
cvier rife up and fay again, from collifion of what 
kinds of bodies, light may, or may not be ftruck 
out, to carry the arts and fciences .up to perfec- 
tion.-*— Heaven ! thou knoweft hpw I love them ; 
thou knoweft tbc fecrets of my heirt> and that 
1 would ,this moment give my Jhirt — Thou 
art a fool, Shandy, fays Eugenius, — for thou 
haft but a dozen in the world> — and 'twill 
break thy fei. — 

No matter for that, Eugenius ; I would give 
the flnrt off my back to be burnt into tinder, 
were it only to fatisfy one feveriili enquirer, how. 
many fparks at one good ftroke, a good flint and 

ftecl could ftrike into the tail of it. Think 

ye not that in ftriking thefe in. — he might, 
peradvcnture, ftrike fomething out ? — as fure as 
a gun. — 

— -But this projcft, by the bye. 
. The corporal fayip the beft part of the night 
in bringing his to ^feftion ; and having made a 
fufficient proof of his cannon, with charging 
them to the top with tobacco, — he went with 
contentment to bed. 
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THE corpofal had flipped out about tea 
minutes before my uncle Toby, in order 
to fix his apparatus, and juft give the enemy a 
(hot or two before n^y uncle Toby came* 

He 
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He hatl drawn the iix Hcld-pieces for this enJ," 
all clofc up together in front of my uncle Tobys 
(entry boxj leaving only an interval about a yard 
»nd a hulf beiwixt the three, on the right and 
kft| for the coovcaience of charging, &c, -^d 
the fake poflibly of twp batteries, which he mlg 
think double the honour of one* 

In the rc^Vf sind hdng this openingj \vith ! 
back lo the door of the fcntry*box> for fear of 
being iUnked, had tha corporal wifely taken hii 
poft^ ^~~ He held the ivory pipe, appertaining l^ 
the battery on the right, betwixt the finger and 
thumb of his right hand, — and the ebony pipe 
cipp*d with filvcr, which appertained to the 
battery on the left, betwixt the finger and 
thumb of the other — and with his right knee 
fixed firm upon the ground, as if in the front 
rank of his platoon, was the corpora], with his 
Montero-cap upon his head, funonny playing off 
his two crofs batteries at the fame time again A the 
counierguard, which faced the countericarp^ 
where the atrack was to be made that morning* 
His lirft intention, as I faid, ^as no more than 

giving the enemy a fingle puir or two ; » 

but the pleafnre of the puffs, as well as the puf- 
fing, had infenfibly got bold of the corporal, and 
drawn him on from puff to puff, into the* very 
height of the attackj by the time my unck Toby 
joined him* 

'Twas well for my father, thatmy imcle Toby 
had not his will to make that day* 



CHAP- 
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Y uncle Toby took the ivory jripe out of 

the corporal's hand, looked at it for 

If a minute and returned it. 

In lefs than two minutes my uncle Toby took 

the pipe from the corporal again, and raifcd it 

half way-to his mouth^ — then haAily gave it back 

aieconddme. 

The corporal redoubled the attack,— my un* 

de Toby fmiled,-: then looked grave,-— 

then finiled for a moment, then look<^ 

cd fcrious for a long time j Give me hold of 
the ivory pipe, Tfim, faid my uncle Toby— - 

my uncle Toby put it to his lips, drew it 

back direftly,— gave a peep over the hom-^beam 

hedge 5 never did my uncle Toby's mouth 

Vrater fo much for a pipe in his life. My un- 
cle Toby retired into the fentry-box with the pipe 
in his hand. 

Dear uncle Toby ! don*t go into the fcn- 

try-box with the pipe,— —there's no trufting a 
man's felf with fuch a thing in fuch a corner. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

I beg the reader will aflift me here> to wheel 
off my uncle Toby's ordnance behind the fccnes, 
to remove his fentry-box, and clear the 
theatre, if poflible, of horn-works and half- 
moons, and get the reft of his military appara* 
tus out of ^he way i that donei my dear friend 

Vol. VI. L Garrick 
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Garrick, we'U fnuif the enndks bright— fwccp 

the ftagc with a new broom ^ dri^ up the 

curtain, and exhibit my uncle Toby drcfled in a 
new cbara^er, throughout which the world caft 
bare no idea now he will a^ : and yet. It' pitj 

be akin to love, and bravery no alien to ll, 

you have feen enough of my uncic 1 oby in thefc, 
to trace thele tamUy likcHcOes^ betwixt the two ' 
pa^ions (itt cafe there is one) to your hearth' 
content. 

Vain fciencc ! thou ailiftefl us in no cafe of 
this kind — ^and thou puzzlefl us in every one- 
There was. Madam, in my uncle Toby, it 
fmglenefs of heart, which mi Lied him fo far oul 
of the Uttle fcrpentine tracks in which things cS, 
this aature ufually go on, you can — you cat 
bave no conception of it : with this, there was 
' a plainncls and fmipUcity of thinkingj with fuch 
an uncniftruftmg ignorauce of the plies and fold- 
ijigs of the heart of woman ; — — and fo naked 
and defence left did he ftand before yoii^ (whea 
a ficge was out of his head) that you might have 
flood behind any one of }'our ferpencine waliu 
and ihot my uncle Ibby ten times in a day, 
through his liver, if nine times in a day, Ma- 
dam, had not lerved your purpofc. 

With all this, Madam, and what con- 

fouoded every thing as much on the other hand, 
my uncle Toby had that unparalleled modefty of 
nature I once told you of, and which, by the 
bye, flood eternal fentry upon his feelings, that 

you might as foon But where am I going ? 

ihefe rcfleftions crowd in upon me ten pages at 
lead too ibon, and take up that tine, which I 
ought to bellow upon fafts, 
_ CHAP. 
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OF the few legitimate Tons of Adam, virhcSt 
breads never felt what the iting of Iotc 
was, (maintaining firft, all myibginifls 

to be baftards) the grcateft heroes of andent 

and modern ftory have carried ofTamongft them, 
nine parts in ten of the honour ; andj vdih for 
their fakes I had the key of my ftudy out of my 
draw-well only for five minutes, to tell you thdr 

names recoUeft them I cannot— —fo 

be content to accept of thefe, for the prefent, in 
thdr ftead. 

■ There was the great king Aldrovandus, and 
Bofphorus, and Cappadocius, and Dardanus, and 
Pontus, and Afius,— *to fay nothing of the iron>- 
hearted Charles the Xllth whom the Countcfr 
of K***** herfelf could make nothing of*"— 
1 here was Babylonicus, and Mediterraneus, and 
Polixenes, and Perficus, and Pruficus, not one of ^ 
whom (except Cappadodus and Pontus, who were' 
both a little fufpefted, ever once bowed down his 
breaft to the Goddefs— The truth b, they had all 

of them fomething elfe to do '■ and^fo had 

my uncle Toby, ^till Fate — ^till fate I fay, 

envying his name the glory of being handed 
down to pofterity with Aldrovandus's and the 

reft, (he bafely patched up the peace of 

Utrecht. 

•—Believe me, Sirs, 'twas the worft deed (he 
did that year. 
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AMONGST the mmj ill confequcnc^s ol 
the treaty of Utrecht, it was within t 
point of giving my ancle Toby a farfeit of ficgcs | 
and though he recovered bis appetite afterwards, 
yet Calais itfcif left qoe a deeper fear in Mary's 
heart, than Utrecht upon my unde Toby's- To 
the end of his life he never codd hear Utrecht* 
mentioned upon any account whatever^^or &. 
much as read an article of Dews extracted out o^ 
the Utrecht Gazette, withont fetching a figh, m 
if his heart would break in twain* ' 

My father, who was a great motive-mok*' 
GEli, and confequeutly a very dangerous perfon 
for a man to fit by, either laughing or crj'ing, 

' for he generally knew your motive for dobg 

both, much better than you knew it yourfelf— 
would always confole my uncle Toby upon theft ^ 
occafionSj in a way, which fliewed plainly, he | 
imagined my unde Toby grieved for nothing in ' 
the whole affair, fo much as the lofs of his hob* 
by-horfe — ^Never mind, brother Toby, he wouli 

fay, by God's bleffing we Ihall have 

anothdr war break out again fome of thefe days j 
and when it docs, — the beliigcrant powers, if 
they would hang themfelves, cannot keep us out 
of play, — I defy ^em> my dear Toby, he would 
add, to take countries without taking towns,— 
or towns without ficges^ 

My unde Toby never took this back^ftroke of 
my father's at his hobby-horfe kindly* — 
He thought the ftroke ungenerous j and the mort 
ioi becaulc in ftitkiag the horfe, he hit the rid«r 
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too, and in the moft difhonourable part a blow 
could fall ; fo 'that upon thefc occafipns, he al- 
ways laid down his pipe upon the table with moic 
fire to defend hinifelf than common. 

I told the reader, tffis time two years, that my 
uncle Toby was not eloquent ; and in the very 
fame page gave an inftance to the contrary : — 
I repeat the obfervation, and a faft which con- 

{radifts it again. He was not eloquent, — it 

was not eafy^to my nncle Toby to make long ha- 
rangues,— -and he hated florid ones j but there 
were occafions where the ftream overflowed the 
man, and ran fo counter to its ufiial courfe, that 
in fbme parts my uncle Toby, for a time, was at 
leaft equal to TertuUus— but in others, in my own 
opinion, infinitely above him. 

My father was fo highly pleafed with one of 
theft apologetical orations of my uncle Toby's, 
which he had dielivered one evening before hhn 
and Yorick, that he wrote it down before he 
went to bed. 

I have had the good fortune to meet wkh it 
amongft my father's papers, with here and there 
an infertion of his own, Bftwixt two crooks, 

ihos, I I ^ and is endorf€;d 

My brother Toby's juftificatjon of his own prin- 
ciples and conduft in wiihirig to continue the 
wan ' 

I may fafely fay, I have read over this ap^logc^ti- 
cal oration of my uncle Toby's a hundred times, 
and think it fo fine a model of defence, and Ihcws 
fo fweet a temperament of gallantry and good 
principles in him, that I give it the world, word 
for word, (interlineations and all) as I find it. * 
L 3 CHAR 
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CHAP. XXXIL 

My uncle Tobt^s apologetical oration. 

I AM' not infenfible, brother Shandy, thatvba 
a man,^ wboie profeflion is arms, wiflies, u 
I have done, for war, i t has an ill afpeft » 

the world j : — and that^ how juft and right 

fcever his motives and intentions may be,— -^ 
he Aands in an uneafy pofture in vindicating hin- 
felf from private views in doing it. 

For this caufe^ if a foldier is a prudent jnaO) 
which he may be, without being a jot the Ids 
brave, he will be fure not to utter his wiih in the 
hearing of an enemy i for fay what he willi a 
enemy will not believe him ^ ■■ He will be cm- 
tious of doing it even to a friend, l eft he maj 
fufFer in his efteem : But if his heart is over- 
charged, and a fecret figh for arms mufl have its 
vent, he will referve it for the ear of a brother 
who knows his charafter to the bottom, and 
what his true notions, difpofitions, and princi- 
ples of honour are : What, I hope, I have been 
in all thefe, brother Shandy, would be unbecom- 
ing in me to fay : much worfe, I know, 

have I been than I ought, and fomething 

worfe, perhaps, than I think : But fuch as I am, 
you, my dear brother Shandy, who have fucked 
the fame breafts with me, — and with whom I 

have been brought up from my cradle, and 

from whofe knowledge, from the firft hours of 
our boyifli paftisaes, down to this, I have con- 
cealed no one aftion of my life, and fcarce i 
thought in/ it — SucVv as I ^m^ brother^ you mwft 
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>y this time know me, with all my vices, and 
vith all my weakneffcs too, whether of my agCy 
ay temper, my paifions, or my underftanding. 

Tell me then, my dear brother Shandy, upoa 
vhich of them it is, that when I condemned the 
)eal||»f Utrecht, and grieved the war was not 
uirried on with vigour a Httle longcTy you fhould 
hink your brother did it upon unworthy views ;. 
>r that in wi/hing for war, he fhould be bad 
nough to wLfti more of his fellow creatures (lain,. 

more flaves made, and more families driven' 

rom their peaceful habitations, merely for his 
►wn pleafure :-— Tell me, brother Shan* 
ly, upon what one deed of mine do you ground 
t ? [ rhe devil a deed do I know of, dear Toby,: 
mt one for a hundred pounds, which I lent thee 
o carry on thcfe curfed fieges.] 

If, when I was a fchool-boy, I could not hear 
. drum beat, but my heart beat with it— was it 
fiy fault ?— Did I plant the propenfity there ? — 
)id I found the alarm >^thin, ©r Nature ? 

When Guy, Earl of Warwick, and Parifmusand 
^arifmenus, and Valentine and Orfon,. and the 
leven champions of England were handed arounc^ 
he fchooJ, — were they not all purchaied with mjf- 
>wn pocket tnoney ? Was that felfifh,. brother 
ihandy ? When we read over the fiege of Troy,. 

vhich lafted ten years and eight months, 

hough with fuch a train of artillery as we had 
t Namur, the town aright haVc been- carried in* 
. week— was I not as much concerned for the* 
leftruftion of thie Greeks and Trojans as any boy 
f the whole fchool ? Had I not three firokes o£ 

ferula given me, two on my right hand and 

tne on my left, for calling Helena a bitch for it ^ 

>id any one of you (bed more tears for HeAor i 

L 4 And 



2s8 The LiFB and Opinions of 

And when king Priam came to the camp tobq; 
his body, and returned weeping back to Tio; 
without it, — yon know, brother^ I could not at 
my dinner, — 

— ^Did that befpeak me cruel ? or bccaofc, 
brother Shandy, my blood flew out into thttpBpi 
and my heart panted for war, — was it a proa 
it could not ache for the diftrefles of war too ? 

O brother ! 'tis one thing for a foldier to ga- 
ther laurels, and 'ds another to fcattcrcj- 

prcfs [Who told thee, my dear Toby, di 

cypreis was ufed by the ancients onmouriifaia- 
caiions ?] 

'lis one thing, brother Shandy, fori 

foldier to hazard his own life to ktp firi 

down into the trench, where he is fure to be cat 

in pieces) : 'Tis one thing, from public 

ipirit and a thirft of gl^ry, to enter the breach 

the fir 11: man, to ftand in the foremoft rank, 

and march bravely on with drums and trumpets, 

and colours flying about his cars : Tis one 

thing, 1 fay, brother Shandy, to do this- and 
'tis another thing to refleft on the miferiesof 
war y ■■ -to view the defolations of whole coun- 
tries, and confidcr the intolerable fatigues and 
hardiliips which the foldier himfelf, the ioftn- 
racnt who works them, is forced (for fix pence 
a day, if he can get it) to undergo* 

Need I be told, dear Yorick, as I was by yon, 
inLe Fever's funeral fermon,That fo fbft and gen- 
tle a creature, born to love, to mercy, and kin Joefs, 
as a man is, was not {haped for this ? But why 
did you not add, Yorick,— if not by naturi 

that he is fo by necessitt ? For what 

is war ? what is it, Yorick, when fought as ours 
has been, upon ^utLCvgY^ ol \5fe«ttY^ and npon 
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prindples of honour — what is it, but the getting 
together of quiet and harmlefs people, with their 
iwords in their hands, to keep the ambitious and 
the turbulent within bounds ? And heaven is my 
'wdtnefs, brother Shandy, that the pleafure I have 
taken in thefe things ■ and that infinite delight^ 
in pardcular,* which has attended my fieges in my 
bowling-green, has arifen within me, and I hope 
in the corporal too, from the confcioufnefs we 
both had, that in carrying them on, we were an- 
fweriftg the great ends of oor creanon* 

CHAP. xxxm. 

I Told the Chriftian reader ^I fay Chrif 
tian ^hoping he is one and if 

he is not, I am focry for it, and only beg he wilt 
conftder the matter with himielf, and not lay the 
blame entirely upon tlus book. — 

I told him, Sir for in good truth, when at 

man is telling a ftory in the ftrange way I do* 
ihine, hd is obliged continually to be going b;ick-- 
wards and forwards to keep all tight together m 

the reader's fancy which, for my own part^ 

if I did not tike heed to do mK>re than: at firft^i 
there is fo much unfixed and eqmvocal matter,, 
ftarting up, with {o many breaks and gaps in it,, 
— and fo little icmce do the flara afFord„ 
which, neverthelefsy I hang^ up in feme of the 
darkeft paflages, knowing that the world is apt 
to lofe its way, with all the lights the fun itfelf at 
noon day cao ave i^— ami aow yoa fee I am lofir 
loyfelfl— 

L jp *-B«t 
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But *ris my father*s fault ; and whcKWf 

my brains come to be difleAed yoo will percdfe 
without fpeAacles^ that he has left a large mtm 
thread, as yon fometimes fee in an unfaleable piece 
of cambridc, running along the whole let^ d 
the web) and fb untowardly, you cannot fo modi 
as to cut out a * *, (here I hang up a coupk of 
lights again)- or a fillet^ or a thumb-ftall> batk 
is fcen or felt. — 

Qu anto id dtligentius in liberis procreandis o 
Tcndum, fayeth Carden. All which being cod£- 
dcrcd, and that you fee 'tis morally imprato- 
ble for me to wind this round to where 1 let 
©ut — 

I begin the chapter over again.. 

CHAP, xxxiv: 

I Told the Chrlftian reader in the beginning of 
the chapter which preceded my oncle Toby's 

apologetical oration, though in a diffcFcnt 

trope from what I Ihall make nfe of now, That 
the peace of Utrecht was within an ace of creating 
the fame ihynefe betwixt my uncle Toby and his 
hobby.horfe> as it did betwixt the queen and the 
reft of the confederating powers. 

There is an indignant way, in which a man 
fometimes difinounts his horfe,. which as good as 
fays to him, " I'll go afoot^, Sir, all the days of 
*« my life, before I would ride a fingle nwlc upon 
« your back again." Now my uncle Toby could 
not be faid to difiaount his horie in this manner v 
for in ftriftnefs of language, he could not be fjud 
to diimount his horfe at all^ bis hotie ]:ather flong 
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iim- and fomewhat vicionflj, which made 

my imcle Toby tafce k ten times naore unkindly^ 
Let this matter be fettled by ftate jockics as they 

like. It created^ I fay, a fort of ihynefs 

betwixt my uncle Toby and his hobby-horfe. 
— — He had no occafion for him from the 
month of March to November, which was the 
iiimmer after the articles were figned,, except it 
was now and then to take a fhort ride out, juiV 
to fee that the fortifications and harbour of 
Dunkirk wer^e dcmolifked,. according, to ftipula-^ 
tion. 

The French were fo backward all. that faramcr 
in fetting about that affair, and Moniieur Tugge,, 
riie deputy from the magiArates of Dunkirk, pre- 
&nting fo many affeJling petitions to the queen^^ 
b cfeeching her m^^y to caufe only her. 
thunderbolts ta> &il upon the martial, works,, 
which might hare incurred' her dilbleafiurey— ~ 
but to fpar€,r— to fpare the mole, for the mole's 
&ke; which, in its /laked fituation, could be no^ 

more than an objeA of pity-= and the queca^ 

^whof^was but a^womsn) bi^ng of a pitiful difpofi* 

tion, and her mifuOersalfo*,. they notwifli- 

ing in their hearts to have the town- difmantkd^ 
for thefe private reafons,* * ? * 

♦ # * . ♦. ■# IT. <M 

* * *. 4k • ••.•.- 

* #• #■ • %■ 4~ .. # 

# *. m- m^ *- #. .«< 

♦ *} fb* that? the. whole went heavily on 
with my uncle Toby ; infbmuch, that itwatnor 
within three full months, . after he and the cor-«>- 

foraL had conftruAedthe town,. and put it iaa 

. condidoft.: 
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condition to be deftroyed, that the feveral com- 
mandants, commiflaries, deputies, negodators, 
and intendants, would permit him to fet about it. 
—-Fatal interval of inadlivity I 

The corporal was for be^nning the demoE- 
tion, by making a breach in the ramparts, or 

main fortifications of the town No, 

that will never do, corporal, faid my uncle 1 o- 
by, for in going that way to work with the town, 
the Englifh garrifon will not be fafe in it an hour; 
becaufc if the French are treacheroas — ^Thcy arc 
treacherous as devils, an* pleafe your honour, faid 
the corporal— It gives me concern always when I 

hear it. Trim, faid my uncle Toby, for 

they don*t want perfonal bravery ; and if a bread 
is made in the ramparts, they may enter it, and 
make themfelves matters of the place when they 
pleafe:— —Let them enter it, faid the corporal 
lifting up his pioneer's fpadc in both his hands, 
as if he was going to lay about him with it,— 
let them enter, 'an pleafe your honour, if they 
dare. - - - In cafes like this, corporal, faid my 
uncle Toby, flipping his right hand down to the 
middle of his cane, and holding it afterwards 
truncheon-wife, with his fore finger extended, 

.— 'tis no part of the confideration of a 

commandant, what the enemy dare, or 

what they dare not do 5 he mull aft with pru- 
dence. He will begin with the outworks both 
' towards the fea and the land, and particularly 
with fort Louis, the moft diflant of them all, 

and demoliih it firft, and the reft, one by 

one, both on our right and left, as we retreat to 

wards the town ; then we'll demoliHi the 

mole,— —next fill up the harbour,- then re- 
tire into the citadel, asx4 \iVo>M It up into the 
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ah- ; and ha^g done that, corporal, we'll em- 
bark for England. ^We are there, quoth 

the corporal, recollcfting himfelf — — Very 

true, faid my uncle Toby looking at the 

church. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

A Delufive, delicious confultation or two of 
jl\, ^his kmd, betwixt my uncle Toby and 
Trim, upon the demolition of Dunkirk, ■ ^ 

for a moment rallied back the idea of thofe plea- 
fures, which were flipping from under him :— 

ftill ftill all went on heaidly the magic 

left the mind the weaker Stillness, with 

Silence at her back, entered the folitary par^ 
lour, and dr^w their gauzy mantle over my un- 
cle Toby's head •,— — and Listless n ess, with 
her lax fibre and undircfted eye, fat quietly down 

befide him in his arm-chair. ^— No longer 

Amberg, andRhinberg, andlambourg, andHuy^ 

and Bonn, in one year, and the profpeft 

of Landen, and Trerebach, and Drufen, and 

Dendermond, the next hurried on the 

blood: — -—No longer did faps, and mines, 
and blinds, and gabions, and palifadoes, keep 
out this fair enemy of man's repofe :— — No 
more could my uncle Toby, after paiEng the 
French lines, as he eat his egg at fupper, from 

thence break into the Hfeart of France^ crofs 

over the eyes, and with all Picardie open behind 
him, -march up to the gates of Paris> and fall 
afleep with nothing but ideas of glory :— - — No 
more was he to dream^ he had fixed the' royal. 

fiandard 



1 
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Handed upon the tower of the Bailile, and a^vike 
with it breaming in his hcad- 

' Softer vifionsj^*— ^gentler vibrations^ 

dole fwcctly in upon his Uumbcrsj the 

trumpet of war fdl out of his hands, he took 

tip the luTC» fweet inftrument { of all others the 

mofl delicate! the ipoft difficult.' how wilt 

thou touch it^ my dear unck Toby ? 

■ I 



CHAP, XXXVI- 

NOW| becaole I have oocc or twice faid, in 
ray inconfj derate way of taUdng^ That I 
was confident the following memoirs of my ua- 
dc Toby*s counihip of widow W^dmaoj wheac- 
Ter I got time to write them, would tur q out one 
of the moft com pleat fyflems, both of the cJe* 
Enentary and pra^ical part of love aiid love- 
making,, that ever was addrefled to the w^rld — 
are yon to imagine from thence, that L ^ail fet 
out with a defcription of what love is ? whether 
part God and part Devil,^ as Plotious will havo 

k.^ 

— ^i^Or hf a more critical eqaation,, and fup- 

poflng the whole of love, to be as ten.-, to 

determine,, with Ficinus,^ ** How many parts of 

c< If jjie one„ and how many the other j**— 

or whether it is all of it one great devil^ from 
head to tail, as Plato had taken upon him to prOf 
nounce ; concerning which conceit of his-, I ftwU 
not offer my opinion :t— but, my opinion of Plato 
is thisj, that he appears, from this inftance, to 
have been a man of much the fame temper and 
way of reafomng with doftor Baynard, who 

being 
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being a great enemy to blifters, as imagining th^t 
half a dozen of 'em on at once, would draw z 
man as furely to his grave, as a hearle and fix 
— — raftdy concluded, that the devil himfelf 
was nothing in the world, but one great bouncing 
Cantharidis.-— 

I have nothing to fay to people who allow 
themfelves this monftrous liberty in arguing but 
what Nazianzen cried out (that is polemically) to 
Philagrius. — 

« 'Evye" O rare! *tis fine reafoning. Sir, 

<< indeed I <ti ftXoa-ofus cv na&i<n*. ■ 

** and moft nobly do you aim at truth, when you 
<^ philofophize about it in your moods and pai2i-» 
«* ons.*' 

Nor is (it to be imagined, for the fame reafbn, 
I fhould ftop to enquire, whether love is a dif* 

cafe, or embroil myfelf with Rhafis and 

Diofcorides, whether the feat of it is in the brain 

or liver ; becaafe this would lead me on, to 

an examination of the two very oppofite manners, 
in which patients have been treat«l-^the one,- of 
Aattius, who always began with a cooling glyfter 
of hempfeed and bruifed cucumbers : and fol- 
lowed on with thin potations of water liUcs and 

purdane to which he added a pinch of fnufl^ 

of the herb Haneaj— — -and where Aaetius 
durft venture it, —his topaz-ring^ 

— — — ^The other, that of Gordonius, wha 
(in his cap. 15. de Amore) dire As they fhould be 
thrafhed,. ^ adputorcmufque,'*—— till, they (link 
again. 

Thele are difqutfitions, which my father, wha 
had laid in a great flock of knowledge of this 
kind, vdll be- very bufy with, m the progrefs of 
say unde Toby's affairs 1 1 muH anticipate thuf 

mucbi 



] 
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much, 1 hat from his theories of love, (wii 
^^bich, by the way, he contrived to criicify my 
uncle Toby's mmd^ almoA as mach as his amours 
themrelvcs)^^he took a fmgle Aep into pra^ice j 
■ — and by means of a camphorated cerecloth j 
which he found means to imf)ofe upon the taylor 
for buckram, whUft he ^'as making my unde 
Toby a new pair of br^^echcs, he produced Gor- 
dortius's cffeft upon my uncle Toby without the 
difgrace- 

What changec this produced will be read b iti 
proper place : all that is needful to be added to 
the anecdote » Is this, — —That whati^ver effect it 
had lapoft my uncle Toby, ' -i t had a vi!c eifet^ 
upon the houfe ; "^- and if my uncle Toby had 
not fmoaked it down as he did^ it might have had 
a vUe eifc^ upon my father too» 
I 

i CHAP. XXXVIL 

i ■ ^^Tr>WILL come out of itfelf by and bye. 
J[ -'All I contend for is, that I am 
not obliged to fet out with a definition of what 
love is \ and fo long as I can go on with my ftory 
intelligibly, with the help of the word itfelf, 
without any other idea to it, than what I have la 
common with the reft of the world,, why fhould I 
differ from it a moment before the time i — When 
I can get on no further, and find myfelf en- 
tangled on all fides of this myftick labyrinth,— ^my 
Opinion will then come in, in courfe,— — and 
lead me out,. 

At prefent, I hope I fliall be fufficiently under- 
ftood, in telling tbe reader, my uncle Toby fell 
in lore €^ 

-^Not 
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•— Not that the phrafe is at all to my liking : 

for to fay man is fallen in love, — or that he is 

deeply in love, — or up to the ears in love, - 

and fomctimes even over head and ears in it, 

carries an idiomatical kind of implication, that 
love is a thing below a man : — this is recurring 
again to Plato's opinion, which, with all hj| di-> 
vinityftiip — I hold to be damnable and heretKal ; 
— and fo much for that. 

Yet love therefore be what it will,— my uncle 
Toby fell into it. 

■ '■ And poflibly, gentle reader, with fuch a 
temptation — fo wouldft thou : For never did 
thy eyes behold, or thy concupifcence covet any 
thing in this world, more concupifcible than wi- 
dow Wadman. 



CHAP. XXXVIII. 

TO conceive this right — call for pen and 
ink here's paper ready to your hand. 

— Sit down, Sir, paint her to your own mind 

as like your miftrefs as you can as 

unlike your wife as your confcience will let you— 
*tis all one to me — pleafe but your own fancy 
in it. 
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— Was ever any thiag in Nature fo fwcet !— ^ 
fo exquifite ! 

— Then, dear Sir, how could ray uncle Tobj 
reCft it? 

Tjirice happy book ! thou wilt have one page, 
at leajft, within thy covers which Malice 
will not blacken, and which IcNORANCt caiv- 
not milrepreprefent. 



CHAP. XXXIX. 

AS Sufannah was informed by an txprcfs 
from Mrs. Bridget, of my uncle Toby's 
falling in love with 1^ miftrefs, fifteen days be- 
fore it happened, — the contents of which ex- 
prefs, Sufannah committed to my mother the 

next day it hasjuft given me an opportunit]? 

of entering upon my uncle Toby s amours afort-r 
night before their exiflence. . 

I have an article of news to tell you, Mr* 
Shandy, quoth my mother, which will furprizc 
you greatly. 

Now my father was then holding one of his 
fecond beds of juftice,- and was mufing within 
himfelf about the hardfhips of matrimony, as 
my mother broke filence. 

" —My brother Toby, quoth /he, is going to 
<* be married to Mrs. Wadman." 

— I hen he will never, quoth my father, be 
able to lie diagonally in his bed again as long as 
he lives. 

It was a confuming vexation to my father, that 
my mother never aflced the meaning of the thing 
(he did not underfland. 

— That 
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1 hai Oic is noE a woman of fckncc, my 

father would fay — \% her misfortunes — but (he 
mrght afl£ a qaelilofi, — 

My mother aevcr did, *— In fhort, fhc wctit 
out of the world atlaft withom knowing whether 
ji mraed round or flood ftiJl. ™ My father had 
offidooily told her above a thoufand times which 
way it was,— but Ihe always forgot. 

For thefc rcafons a difcourfe fcldom went to 
nmch further betwixt themj than a proportion, 

— a reply, and a rtjoinder i at the end of 
which J it generally took breath for a few mi- 
nutes, (as in the afltir of the breeches) and ttcn 
went on again. 

If he marries, 'twill be the worfe for us — 
quoth my mother. 

Not a cbcrry-iVonc, faid my father, — he may 
2M well batter away his means upon that, as any 
thiog elfe. 

— To be fure, faid my mother : for hero end- 
ed the propofitjon, — the reply — and the rejoinder, 

— I told yoy of. 

It will be fome amufement to him^ too — fiud 
my father. 

A very great one, anfwcred my mother^ if he 
fliould have children. 

— Lord have mercy upon me, faid my father 
to himfelf.^* '♦ ♦ ' ♦ ♦ ♦ 
#****■• • * 

* «'« « * «« « 

• *#*## # # 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL. 

I AM now beginning to get Fairly into my 
work 5 and by the help of a vegetable diet, 
with a few of the cold feeds, I make no doubt 
but I ftiall be able to go on with uncle Toby^s 
ftory, and my own, ia a tolerable ftraight 
line. Now, 
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Thdc were the four lines I moyerf tn 
through my fir/V, fccondj third, asd fourth 

volumes In the fifth rolume 1 have been 

very good, -——the prccifc line I have defcribed 
tn It belog this : 




By which it appears, that except at the curve, 
mar ted A, where I took a trip to Navarrr^ 

and the indented curve B, which is 

the fhort airing when I was there with the 

lady BauJJtere and her page, I have 

not taken the leafl frKk of a ^UgreiEon, till 
'John de la CaJ?s devils led me the round 

you fee marked D. for as for c c c c c 

they arc nothing but parenthefes, and the 
common ins and outs incident to the lives of 
the greateft minifters of flate ; and when com- 
pared with what men have done, or with 

my own tranfgreflions at the letters A B D 

they vani(h into nothing. 

In this laft volume I have done beter ftill 

. for from the end of Le Fever s 

epifode, to the beginning of my uncle Tobf^ 
campaigns, — I have fcarcc ftepped a yard out 
of my way. 

If 
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If I mend at this rate, it is not knpoflible— 
by the good leave of his grace of Benevenio^^ 

devil's but I may arrive hereafter at the 

excellency of even going on thus : 



"which line drawn as ftraight as I could draw it, 
by a writing-mafter's ruler, (borrowed for that 
purpofe) turning neither to the right hand or to 
the left. 

This right line, — the path^way for ChriAians 
to walk in ! lay divines ■— 

1 he emblem of moral reftitude ! fays 

Cicero 

The iefi line / lay cabbage-planters — is 

the ftiorteft line, lays Archimedes, which can be 
drawn from one given point to another. — * 

O ! I wifti your ladyfliips would lay this matter 
to heart in your next birth-day fuits ! 

What a journey ! 

Pray can you tell me, — that is, without anger, 
before I write my chapter upon ftraight lines 
— by .what miftake, — ^ who told them fo — or 
how it has come to pafs, that you men of wit 
and genius have all along confounded this line, 
\^rith the line of gravitation. 



END oF the Sixth Volume. 
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